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Almost all of the land west of the Genesee River, including all of present day Wyoming County, was part of the Holland Land
Purchase in 1793 and was sold through the Holland Land Company's office in Batavia, starting in 1801. Genesee County was
created by a splitting of Ontario County in 1802. This was much larger than the present Genesee County, however. It was reduced
in size in 1806 by creating Allegany County; again in 1808 by creating Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, and Niagara Counties. Niagara
County at that time also included the present Erie County. In 1821, portions of Genesee County were combined with portions of
Ontario County to create Livingston and Monroe Counties. Genesee County was further reduced in size in 1824 by creating Orleans
County. Finally, in 1841, Wyoming County was created from Genesee County.
Considering the history of Freemasonry in Genesee County one must keep in mind that through the years many of what originally
appeared in Genesee County are now in one of other country which were later organized from it. Please refer to the notes below in
red, which indicate such Lodges which were originally in Genesee County and would now be in another county.
Lodge Numbers with an asterisk are presently active as of 2004, the most current Proceedings printed by the Grand Lodge of New
York, as the compiling of this data. Lodges in blue are or were in Genesee County. A Lodge number followed by a ‘c’ was a ‘Country
Lodge,’ under the Grand Lodge of the State of New York.
For additional Lodge histories by the present compiler, which may have been in the original Genesee County, see also:
Craft Masonry in Chautauqua County, New York
Craft Masonry in Erie County, New York
Craft Masonry in Niagara and Orleans County, New York
and such other compilations as may appear at
www.omdhs.syracusemasons.com
No.

Lodge Name

Village

Chartered

Notes

39
Olive Branch
LeRoy
20 May 1813 prev. No. 215; renumbered No. 39 in 1839; Moved from Batavia to
Bethany (1821); to Attica (1845); to LeRoy (1847)
88
Batavia
Bethany
01 Jun 1842
first meeting date; 9 Nov 1847 returned their charter.
205
West Star
Sheldon
17 Mar 1812
reissued 1818; recommended China Lodge No. 423c, 5 Oct 1824;
revived 1822; forfeit 1833; revived as No. 413, 5 Jun 1857 at Varysburg; charter destroyed by fire 1818; reissued, 13 Jun 1819
212
Harmony
Riga
06 Mar 1813
‘returned’ charter in 1826; succeeded by Churchville No. 667,
dispensation of 9 Aug 1867; Riga is now in Monroe County, NY.
212
Fischer’s
Batavia
04 Mar 1851
first meeting date; dissolved 5 Apr 1859; reorganized as Batavia
No. 475 12 Jul 1859
215
Olive Branch
Leroy
20 May 1813 renumbered No. 39 in 1839; Moved from Batavia to Bethany
(1821); to Attica (1845); to LeRoy (1847)
229
Pike
Pike/Hume
23 Jun 1851
extant 1851 (U.D. 15 May 1851); removed to Hume, Allegany Co.
in 1858; renamed Oriana No. 229 (Fillmore, NY), 8 Jun 1871; warrant granted 1873
244
Olive Branch
Warsaw
09 Jun 1815
surrendered 1820; restored 24 Dec 1823; forfeit Jun 1832;
succeeded by Warsaw No. 549, 21 Jun 1864
246
Fredonia
Murray
08 Sep 1815
257
Alluvion
Ridgeway
12 Mar 1816
260
Leroy
Leroy
11 Jun 1816
surrendered 19 Sep 1827.
263
Mount Vernon
Java Village
17 Jun 1852
forfeit 10 Jun 1870; restored 8 Jun 1871
277
Allegany
Pembroke
21 Apr 1817
282
Wells
Gates
05 Jun 1817
extinct ca 1828 (of Rochester)

No.

Lodge Name

Village

Chartered

Notes

285
Meridian Sun
Middlebury
05 Jun 1817
295
Morning Star
Nunda/Pike
01 Aug 1817
lost charter in 1834; Nunda became Pike 16 Mar 1818; see later
Lodge there: Triluminar No. 543, disp. dated 25 Nov 1863; Note: Nunda was in Allegany County, now in Livingston County; The
Town of Pike is in Wyoming County; The Town of Pike was founded in 1818 from a division of the Town of Nunda (now part of
Livingston County). In 1823, part of Pike was taken to form the new Town of Eagle. More of Pike was taken to form part of the Town
of Genesee Falls in 1846. Pike is also the name of a village in this town.
316
Mount Morris
Mount Morris
23 Oct 1818
forfeit 8 Jun 1832; revived as No. 122, 7 Jun 1847; Mount Morris is
now in Livingston County, NY.
317
Rising Star
Attica
03 Mar 1819
extinct
320
Constellation
Perry
06 Mar 1819
revived as Constellation No. 404; Perry is now in Wyoming County.
332
Genesee Union
Gaines
22 Nov 1822
Gaines is now in Orleans County.
363
Transit
Stafford
06 Jun 1823
365c Byron
Byron
06 Jun 1823
376 c Charity
Barre
04 Jun 1823
Succeeded by Renovation No. 77, Albion, NY, 11 Jun 1844; Barre
is now in Orleans County.
379
Oakland
Castile
06 Jun 1856
see also Western Luminary No. 473, 10 Jun 1826; warranted at
Hunts Hollow, Livingston Co.; removed to Portage Village, 4 Jun 1858; removed to Castile, 10 Jun 1864
402c Caledonia
Caledonia
04 Jun 1824
recommended by Leroy Lodge No. 260. This was for Caledonia
Lodge No. 369, 3 Jun 1824: Gardner Osgood, WM; Robert McKay, SW; Hiram Brown, JW; country of Livingston.
404
Constellation
Perry
06 Jun 1819
inactive 1835; surrendered 1862; restored 1872; fire May 1891;
duplicate warrant issued; originally of Genesee County; now in Wyoming County.
413
West Star
Varysburg
05 Jun 1857
Prev. No. 205, 17 Mar 1812, of Sheldon, Genesee Co.; fire 1818;
reissued 13 Jun 1819; debts cancelled 1822; forfeit 1833; now in Wyoming County.
415
Mount Zion
Bergen
01 Jun 1825
419
Arcade
Arcade
06 Jun 1857 successor to China No. 432 of Town of China, East Java
422c Hiram
Covington
01 Jun 1825
forfeit 8 Jun 1832
432
China
China
01 Jun 1825
aka "Fayette" Lodge; forfeit 1833; met at East Java, Town of
China; see also China Lodge No. 489; forfeit 1832. It appears that China No. 432 was granted a warrant 1 Jun 1825 but was
seemingly never used; a new warrant being granted to the same petitioners as No. 489 the following June. Note: The Town of
Arcade was established in 1807 as the "Town of China, Genesee County." The name changed to Arcade in 1866. Arcade was
previously part of the Town of Sheldon. now in Wyoming County.
433c Batavia
Batavia
01 Jun 1825
petitioned for revival, 22 Nov 1841
462
Attica
Attica
29 Jun 1859
date instituted
473
Western Luminary Castile
10 Jun 1823
forfeit 10 Jun 1826; later of Wyoming Co.; see also Oakland Lodge
No. 379
475
Batavia
Batavia
12 Jul 1859
prev. Fishers No. 212 (first meeting 4 Mar 1851); dissolved 5 Apr
1859.
489
China
China
Jun 1826
forfeit 7 Jun 1833; it appears that China No. 432 was granted a
warrant 1 Jun 1825 but was seemingly never used; a new warrant being granted to the same petitioners as No. 489 the following
June.
543
Triluminar
Pike
25 Jun 1863
dispensation date; Prev. Lodge at Pike: Morning Star No. 295, 1
Aug 1817
549
Warsaw
Warsaw
21 Jun 1864
Prev. Olive Branch No. 244, 9 Jun 1815; surrendered 1820;
restored 24 Dec 1823; forfeit Jun 1832
667
Churchville
Churchvillle
09 Aug 1867
dispensation date; Preceded by Harmony No. 212, Riga, Genesee
Co., 6 Mar 1813; 'returned' charter in 1826. Riga and Churchville are now in Monroe County, NY.
837
Hesperus
Bergen
10 Apr 1902
worked U.D. as Bergen Lodge; name changed to Hesperus, 10
Apr 1902.
1161 Eagle Valley
Bliss
05 May 1960

Genesee County - 1825
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Wyoming County, New York

The Early History of the Land West of the Genesee River
by Charles Ketchum

The Early History of the Land West of the Genesee River
http://tyrianlodgebyketchum.com/masonic_stories_-_3
Joseph Ellicott, born November 1, 1760, was the son of Joseph and Judith Ellicott. He taught school while still in his teens and
with his brother Andrew surveyed the western and northern boundary of Pennsylvania in 1785. Upon his return to Philadelphia after
the Treaty of Big Tree he persuaded two of his brothers, Benjamin and David to help, hired Ebenezer Cary as a surveyor, clerk and
generally useful agent, and hired James Brisbane to purchase and bring the supplies which would be needed. They returned in May
1798 and Brisbane brought the first boatload by way of Lake Ontario and the Genesee River, then over land to a stone storehouse
the surveying crew had built on their east transit line at Stafford. Later supplies came to Lewiston.
In January 1801, the first office of the Holland Land Company was established. It was located in Asa Ransom’s tavern at
Clarence Hollow in Erie County where Ellicott started to sell the land. To make travel easier he offered free patches of land along
the Iroquois Trail to anyone who would build and operate a tavern about six miles apart, the usual travel distance for one day.
Ellicott finding that the distance to Canandaigua, the distribution point for mail, was too far away, so he decided that the Indians’
camping ground at the big bend of the Tonawanda Creek, which was centrally located in the Land Companies’ Territory, would be a
better location for an office and capital of the area. The Indians name for the bend in the creek was, De-on-ga-wa, the Great
Meeting Place, so called because it was the junction of two great Indian trails, one which led from Lake Erie to the Hudson River,
and the other from Lake Ontario to the Susquehanna River. In 1801 he ordered the Company to build an office there, and also to
build a dam and sawmill at the bend of the creek. In March of 1801, Abel Howe came and built a log house that stood nearly
opposite the present Holland Land Office Historical Society Building. Ellicott established an office in Howe’s log house until the
Company’s Building was erected and completed in 1815, at the “forks of the Trail” which leaded from Batavia to Lewiston and to
Buffalo.
In 1801, Ellicott decided he needed a name for the territory owned by the Company. He wrote a letter to Paul Busti the AgentGeneral, suggesting the name “Busti” or “Bustiville,” but Busti refused the honor, and suggested “Ellicott’s Town.” The name
“Batavia” was finally chosen, which was the ancient title of the Kingdom of Holland. On November 7, 1801, the settlement by the
name of Batavia was certified.
In 1802, Ellicott applied for a county in Genesee Country to be established, and on March 20, 1802 the original Town of Batavia
was born. This territory of the Holland Land Company was soon divided into the present Counties of Western New York. The land
that contained the bend in the creek became Genesee County and was divided into twelve Towns, the center area became known
as the Town of Batavia. By 1823, this settlement, at the “bend of Tonawanda Creek” had grown large enough to become the Village
of Batavia, and by 1915 the population and industry had increased enough to become the City of Batavia. Thus, the city boundary
lines were established, and the remaining area, the Town of Batavia.
Joseph Ellicott had his home built on the north side of today’s Main Street at Thomas Avenue, and he wrote in one of his letters of
having only to walk diagonally across Main Street in order to reach his Land Company office. While living in that building, he
gradually enlarged it until by 1818 it became a mansion where he entertained the society of the world.
In 1802 he had Ellicott Hall built at the east end of the Indian campground (today it would be north of Main Street and west of
Court Street) to house on the lower floor of its north half the jail, the upper floor the court room, the lower floor of the south half a
tavern with the sheriff living upstairs. He made Aaron Van Cleve the Sheriff and James Brisbane the first Postmaster, also in 1802.
Joseph Ellicott hired Aaron Van Cleve in 1801 as a clerk in the office, who married the sister of Judge James W . Stevens, took
the census of all of Western New York in 1810 and 1814, and as a Mason offered the use of his home to Olive Branch Lodge for its
early meetings. Also in 1802, Ellicott hired White Chief (or White Feather) who lived north of Indian Falls to lay out a road from
Bushville to Clarence. The Iroquois Trial turned north at Bushville and followed today’s Kelsey Road to their village in the oak fields,
then northwesterly to Lewiston. West of the Town of Alabama the Trail had a branch leading to Clarence.
Being a good Democrat and thinking his job paid well and required little work, Ellicott was chosen as the elector from Western
New York for all Presidential elections. Actually no one worked harder than he. Even after retiring in October 1821, with Jacob S.
Otto of Philadelphia taking his place in the Land Office, he continued trying to interest investors in buying the land areas still unsold.
This continuing effort resulted in failing health and in November 1825 he went to New York with his nephews Ebenezer Mix and
Joseph Nixon for medical treatment dying there August 19, 1826. He was buried in Batavia Cemetery and his twin sister Rachel had
his monument erected. Ellicott never married, his great wealth and his desire to help his relatives, encouraged them to reside in and
around Batavia. Ellicott’s twin sister Rachel’s residence was on the north side of Main Street west of Ellicott Avenue and his brother
Andrew’s residence was next to hers.
In 1803, Rachel’s son David E. Evans came to work as a clerk in the Holland Land Office and then after his uncle’s death, he
became the Company resident-agent and acquired the Ellicott Mansion and from 1818 to 1822 he was a State Senator.
John B. Ellicott the son of Andrew and Sarah Ellicott was born in 1795 and became a clerk in the office at an early age, then
during the war of 1812 he fought at Fort Erie. He and David Evans owned a grist mill in Medina and in 1817 John B. Ellicott sold his
half to Evans when he moved to East Pembroke. The house, where he had resided, is still standing today in Town of East
Pembroke. In 1851 he moved to Batavia and passed away in 1872 leaving seven children.
James Brisbane and Ebenezer Cary owned the first store in Batavia with Cary becoming the Postmaster in 1806. His brother
Trumbull born August 11, 1787 in Mansfield, CT, came to Batavia in 1805 as a clerk in their store and by 1810 Trumbull owned it. In

1812 he became Postmaster, then served as a State Assemblyman and Senator and became a good friend of Governor Seward.
He was the founder of the Bank of Genesee in 1829, the first bank west of the Genesee River, operated the store until 1840 and
died in 1869. His grandson Trumbull, son of Walter, was still in that bank thirty years later.
The Brisbane Mansion which was further east of Evans Mansion (Ellicott Mansion) still stands today, being the City Hall and the
Bank of Genesee built in 1831, is now owned by the Batavia Club and was restored to its original beauty, is located today at 201
East Main Street. The William Seaver home was east of the Bank of Genesee and the Cary Mansion east of the Seaver home
were both destroyed by stupid so-called urban renewal with their spaces now occupied by a new YMCA. There are some who feel
the Cary Mansion was the most beautiful in Batavia but I favor the Richmond Mansion, possibly because of family friendship. I have
a box of camphor wood purchased in China which the Richmonds gave my grandfather. The Richmond Mansion was the larger of
the two buildings and was located on the north side of Main Street, in the next block to the east of the Cary Mansion, which was a
part of a large tract of land going northward across several of today’s streets.
Orphaned at the age of 15, Dean Richmond had inherited his father’s salt mining business the year before. Using railroads to
transport his salt, he later merged seven of these into the New York Central Railroad System being its founder and president. With
added enterprises he became the wealthiest man in the Great Lakes area and living in Batavia maintained an office in Buffalo.
Batavia’s library was given by the family in memory of Dean, Jr. Another son E. Watts Richmond was a member of a Buffalo
Masonic Lodge and Adelaide Richmond Kenny, the only daughter of Dean Richmond, Sr., inherited the property and was married
to William J. C. Kenny, the largest stockholder and treasurer of the Buffalo Courier Express. Four years later, Adelaide as a widow,
moved back to the family home, served as a director of most of Batavia’s industries and banks and was a member of the Board of
Education.
Ebenezer Mix, born in New Haven, CT on 31 Dec 1789, learned the mason trade under his brother Abiather and studied law
under Daniel B. Brown. He came to Batavia in 1809 working as a mason in the summer and teaching school during the winter. He
was hired by Ellicott to plaster an arched ceiling by the yard, and his figuring of the yardage was so accurate that in 1811, Ellicott
immediately hired him for contracting in the office where he stayed 27 years. He became the chief salesman and knew every nook
and corner of the Holland Land Purchase and was acquainted with nearly all the pioneer settlers. This made him an exceptional
authority, on the early history and topography in Genesee Country. During 1821 to 1840, he filled the office of Surrogate of Genesee
County and at the request of the Attorney General codified the laws of New York. As an outstanding mathematician he wrote
textbooks on the subject and helped Orasamus Turner write his “History of the Holland Purchase.” During the early years he served
in the War of 1812. Ebenezer Mix and fifty-one masons applied for a new Warrant for their masonic lodge, and when they
received it, he became the first Worshipful Master of Batavia Lodge No 88, serving in 1842 and 1843. His home still stands on Mix
Place, a short street between Oak Street and Ellicott Avenue. His son was also a Freemason and an engineer.
http://books.google.com/books?id=YyoWAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA567&lpg=PA567&dq=%22ebenezer+mix%22&source=bl&ots=I0lznsU
Z3K&sig=72zChEbxMFDmaGqHBVAO9HN2IeQ&hl=en&ei=Q5RrS57CdS_lAfV4vXZBA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CAkQ6AEwATgK#v=onepage&q=%22ebenezer%20mix%2
2&f=false page 566.
Ebenezer Mix
The artist, it will be conceded, has been successful. The features he has presented will
be recognised in every school district upon the Holland Purchase. To have rendered the
portrait more familiar the old land office clerk should have been represented holding in
his hands an "article," (tattered and torn, upon its reverse side, endorsements,
assignments, and re-assignments,) peering over it with a mathematical eye, determining
metes and boundaries, adjusting conflicting claims, " modifying" or reviewing, or
perhaps cancelling it preparatory to a deed in fee. Then the picture would have been
true to life and reality; but these are associations that all the "old settlers" will readily
supply.
Mr. Mix is a native of New Haven, CT. He became a resident at Batavia in 1809;
working first at his trade, that of a mason, he became a school teacher, then a student
at law in the office of Daniel B. Brown, Esq., and in March, 1811, entered into the
service of the Holland Company, as a clerk in their land office, where he continued for
twenty-seven years. He had been in the office but a few months, when he took the place
of contracting clerk. His duties were, to make contracts, calculate quantities of land,
renew and modify contracts, make subdivisions of lands, and generally, to do all things
appertaining to the place of salesman. In this way, he participated in the sale of all the
lands of the Holland Company made after 1811, which were not within the boundaries of
the several branch offices. Beside this, the author observes by the records, that he took
a prominent part in arranging the details of measures appertaining to the whole
Purchase; the fixing of the basis for the modification of contracts; the disposition of
church donations; the plan for vesting school house sites, that were upon articled lands,
in trustees, in fee; and in other measures that necessarily devolved upon the main office
at Batavia. No one in the service of the Company, has been brought into so direct a contact with the settlers, or has had a more
intimate acquaintance with them, and all the relations that have existed between them and the original proprietors. Few men could
have better filled the place he so long occupied. Possessed of extraordinary talents, as a practical mathematician; a memory of
localities, boundaries, topography, which mapped the Holland Purchase upon his mind; he was for a long series of years, eminently
useful, not only to his principals, but to the settlers upon the Purchase;—and yet survives, answering the purposes of a book of
reference, or an encyclopedia, whenever conflicting questions arise, touching land boundaries, highway locations, or any of the
primitive surveys or allotments. Irritable—a little rough and stubborn — he may have seemed at times, when hard pressed with the

importunities of a crowd of settlers at the land office; but beneath the rugged exterior, there was a good heart, an inherent love of
justice and right, that invested him with the confidence and esteem of the settlers generally, and constituted him the frequent and
safe arbiter of their interests and welfare.
For twenty consecutive years, the subject of this sketch of artist and author, filled the office of Surrogate of the county of Genesee.
In the war of 1812, in a crisis of danger with the frontier settlers upon the Holland Purchase, he transferred himself from the land
office to the camp and the post of danger. He was the volunteer aid of Gen. P. B. Porter, at the memorable and successful sortie at
Fort Erie, 17 Sep 1814. He has within a few years, been the author of a work entitled "Practical Mathematics,” which needs only to
be better known, to become a standard work in that branch of education. His age is now 61 years [as of 1849].

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/state/orl/ch30/ellicottmix.html
EBENEZER Mix is a name familiar as household words to the old settlers on the Holland Purchase, and no history of the
pioneers, or of the early settlers, would be made complete without a reference to him. Mr. Mix was born at New Haven, CT.
He died at Cleveland, Ohio, 12 Jan 1869, aged 81 years. In his native New England he learned and worked at the trade of a
mason. He came to Batavia to seek his fortune in the year 1809. There he worked first at his trade as a mason. He
afterwards taught school; was for a time a student in a law office, and finally went into the service of the Holland Land
Company as a clerk in their office at Batavia, in 1811, where he remained twenty-seven years.
Being a good theoretical and practical surveyor, and a clear headed and competent business man, in a short time he was
made contracting clerk in the Batavia office, in which capacity it was his duty to make, renew, and modify contracts for the
sale of land, calculate quantities of land, make sub-divisions of tracts of land, and act as salesman generally. In this way he
became intimately connected with every transaction of the Company relating to gifts of land to churches and school districts,
and took part in all business matters between the Company and the people who settled on their lands. And few men could
be found who would have done the business as well. He excelled as a mathematician, was a practical surveyor and
possessed a remarkable memory of boundaries, localities dates and distances. Indeed the whole transactions of the Land
Company, and the map of their territory seemed to be pictured on his mind with singular fidelity, making it a treasury of facts,
exceedingly convenient for reference in settling conflicting questions concerning highways, boundaries and original surveys,
which arise among the people.
Naturally of a somewhat irritable temperament, when aroused by the perplexities of business, he was sometimes rather sour
and rough in manner towards persons by whom he was annoyed, but his wish and aim was to do right and justice, and
however austere and crabbed his manner, his conclusions and final settlement of matters he had in hand was kind and
benevolent to those with whom he had to do. Full many a time has the unfortunate settler who had been unable to make the
payments on his article, and whom sickness and calamity had driven almost to despair of ever paying for his land, had
reason to be grateful for the humanity and generous treatment he received from Mr. Mix in extending his payments,
renewing his article, and abating his interest money.
In the war of 1812 he served for a time as volunteer aid to Gen. P. B. Porter, and was at the sortie at Fort Erie. For twenty
years in succession he was Surrogate of Genesee County.
http://books.google.com/books?id=7TEtPkOxehcC&pg=PA251&lpg=PA251&dq=%22ebenezer+mix%22&source=bl&ots=Kb
8Ll-x64o&sig=boV2lu_46t8OfnCpE96NcnfcuS0&hl=en&ei=oZJrSmEOoWQlAfFgJX6BA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=5&ved=0CBEQ6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=%22ebenezer%2
0mix%22&f=false
When, in 1842, William Seaver & Son, brother and nephew of James Everett Seaver, the author, republished the work in
Batavia, NY, they brought Ebenezer Mix * to their aid in the revision. Mr. Mix's special impress on the book is geographical.
Mr. Mix was one of the most familiar figures in the early affairs of the Genesee Valley and the Holland Purchase Company. It
was a current saying in the Genesee country that Mr. Mix knew more about the lands and holdings of each pioneer than the
pioneer himself knew, and that his word about any given transaction could be accepted practically without dispute. Thus it
happened that when William Seaver & Son engaged Mr. Mix's service, and, availing themselves of the privilege of family
relationship to the deceased author, consented to various alterations,—or, as it was the fashion then to say,
"improvements,"—in the text, the alterations tended to give very marked prominence to the history and geography of the
Genesee country.
St. James Episcopal Church, one of the oldest in the State, built their building in 1815. The congregation had been served
previously by pastors of Ontario County. Trinity Church of New York City donated $1000 toward its construction and almost all of the
people I’ve mentioned belonged. Batavia Lodge No. 433 was organized in the building and Lucius Smith, its rector from 1823 to
1833, was an active Mason. Thomas McCully the builder and a founder of Batavia’s Methodist Church, was also a Mason. The
building is gone but our Landmark Society was able to save the rectory, the cost being now almost paid off.
Two years later, in 1817, Col. William Seaver, his home having been mentioned before, came to Batavia where he owned a
large drug, book and printing business for 50 years. He was Senior W arden of St. James Episcopal Church for 40 years, Postmaster
for 29 years and Master of Batavia Lodge No. 433 for ten years. His son Daniel M(cCleary). Seaver also was a strong Mason
and served as Secretary and Junior W arden of Batavia Lodge No. 88 until he dimitted from the Lodge on December 14, 1844.
The first building to the east of the Richmond Mansion belonged to Olive Branch Lodge and the next building was the home of
Dr. John Z. Ross, the Lodges Worshipful Master in 1818. Crossing to the other side of Ross Street was the home of Richard
Smith, the virtual father of Freemasonry at Batavia and the Senior Warden of Olive Branch Lodge, U. D. in 1811 and upon the
death of their Worshipful Master Judge Ezra Platt, presided over the Lodge until elected Master in 1812, 1813 and 1814. Richard
Smith was the Worshipful Master named in the Olive Branch Lodge No. 215’s Charter. He was also Secretary of the Lodge in 1816.

When Batavia Lodge No. 433 came into being he was Treasurer remaining so during the Morgan Affair. The building is now a
dentist office. Next to Richard Smith’s home was the home of Senator Edward C. W alker, trustee of several universities and a
cousin of the Lamkin family. This building has been a funeral home for the past eighty years.
The next building is today’s St. James Episcopal Church, with both the Church and the Walker residence using the same
driveway. Daniel W. Tomlinson after making a fortune in cotton in Mobile, Alabama, moved to Alexander and then to Batavia
bringing the Exchange Bank of Attica with him. He gave his first home to the Episcopalians for their present Church, and then he
moved to a new home across the street. His descendant Everett Tomlinson, was still a banker ten years ago.
Col. William Seaver the first Worshipful Master of Batavia Lodge No. 433 had been a doctor before coming to Batavia,
Blanchard Powers was the first Senior Warden and Dr. Richard Dibble was the first Junior Warden of Batavia Lodge No. 433 in
1825. Dr. Richard Dibble’s son Judge Edgar C. Dibble was Master of Fishers Lodge No. 212 in 1853 and in 1857-1858 he was
appointed District Deputy Grand Master of the counties of Monroe, Livingston, Genesee and Orleans and most capably discharged
the duties thereof. Other Freemasons during that time were Judge James W. Stevens and his brother [sic], Judge James Taggert
and his son [sic] Judge Moses Taggert, also, Aston W. Caney, the jeweler, Thomas and Tompkins of the clothing store, along with
Gad Worthington and his son Gad B. Worthington. Rear Admiral Ralph Chandler, grandson of Heman Judd Redfield, was born
in father Worthington’s home.
-----http://listsearches.rootsweb.com/th/read/MAFRANKL/2001-07/0996280131
James TAGGERT was born on 7 Aug 1788 in Colrain, Franklin, MA, son of Rev. Samuel TAGGERT and Elizabeth DUNCAN [they
had 15 children]. James became a judge in Byron, Genesee, NY. He was married to Ann HALL on January 26, 1819.
His brother, Rev. Moses TAGGERT was born on 21 Aug 1799.76 He died in February 1883. Removed to Batavia, NY. Studied law
and became a Supreme Court Judge. He was married to Elizabeth (Eliza).
Children:
i. Fannie E. TAGGERT.
ii. Delia C. TAGGERT was born in Illinois.
-----William Seaver, b. 10 Oct 1789, Peru, Berkshire, MA; d. 25 Aug 1871, Batavia, Genesee, NY; m1. 10 Jan 1814, Rupert,
Bennington, VT, Naomi McCleary, b. 3 May 1788, Rupert, Bennington, VT; d. 23 May 1846, Batavia, Genesee, NY; m2. 25
Apr 1848, NY, Mary M. Morrison, b. 1813; d. bef 1860, prob. Batavia, Genesee, NY.
Children:
i. William Augustus Seaver
ii. Daniel McCleary Seaver
Secretary and Junior Warden of
iii. Lucas Seaver
iv. James Everett Seaver
v. Margaret Julia Seaver
vi. David Seaver
vii. Julianna Seaver

b. bef. 10 Mar 1815, Albany, NY; d. 7 Jan 1883 Mt Vernon, NY
b. bef. 08 DEC 1816, Albany, NY; d. 26 Apr 1862, prob. Buffalo, Erie, NY; served as
Batavia Lodge No. 88 until he dimitted from the Lodge on 14 Dec 1844.
b. 21 Dec 1818, NY; d. 6 May 1866, prob. Batavia, Genesee, NY
b. 02 Feb 1821, Batavia, Genesee, NY; d. 27 Feb 1853, Batavia, Genesee, NY
b. 22 Aug 1829, Batavia, Genesee, NY; d. 21 Mar 1855. Prob. Genesee, NY
b. 27 Apr 1833, Batavia, Genesee, NY; d. 18 Oct 1892, New York City, New York, NY
b. 28 Aug 1825, Batavia, Genesee, NY; d. 22 Aug 1828, prob. Genesee, NY

http://books.google.com/books?id=M6rvxpaD9S0C&pg=PA190&dq=%22James+W.+Stevens%22+%22batavia%22&cd=6#v
=onepage&q=%22James%20W.%20Stevens%22%20%22batavia%22&f=false page 195.
Col. William Seaver, one of the most prominent citizens of Genesee County, was born in Berkshire County, Mass., October
10, 1789, and died at Batavia, August 25, 1871, in the 82d year of his age. In early life he taught school, and subsequently
embraced the medical profession. This, however, he abandoned for mercantile ventures, and in 1817 emigrated from Albany
to Genesee County. For nearly half a century following his removal he was at the head of a large drug, book, and printing
establishment. Col. Seaver grew up with the country. He was essentially a "man of affairs," and possessed to an unlimited
degree the confidence of the public. His ideas were broad and liberal, his knowledge of men and things was extensive, and
during his day and generation his influence was hardly second to any one in Genesee County. For many years he was editor
and proprietor of the Batavia Spirit of the Times, and aside from being a forcible writer brought dignity to the editorial
profession. In public life he was a natural leader, and occupied many local positions. In 1822 he took charge of the Batavia
postoffice, first as deputy, but soon thereafter as postmaster. His administration of that office covered a period of 29 years,
and was deservedly popular. In 1823, upon the incorporation of the village, he was appointed first captain of the first fire
company, and subsequently first chief engineer of the department. Later he was president of the village. He was a man of
the highest social standing, and for 40 consecutive years, ending only with his death, was senior warden of St. James's
Episcopal Church. With the advance of years he withdrew from active business, grew old gracefully, lived beyond the
allotted four-score, and at the conclusion of an honorable and useful life in every sense of the word was held in the highest
esteem by his fellow townsmen. Col. Seaver had five sons, all of whom were brought up to practical work and became well
known business men, viz.:
1. William A. Seaver removed to Buffalo in 1848, and purchasing the Daily Courier, of that city, continued as its editor for the
next 10 years. Then disposing of the concern he located himself in New York city. He was a wonderfully versatile writer and
prominent in literary circles. For over 20 years he was president of a fire insurance company, and died in New York city,
January 7, 1883, aged 68 years.
2: Daniel M. Seaver, for many years US mail agent between Albany and Buffalo, removed to W isconsin, and was deputy
treasurer of that State for some time, but returned to New York and died April 26, 1862, aged 46 years.

3: Lucas Seaver removed to Wisconsin in 1848 and established the Milwaukee Commercial Advertiser (soon changed to
Daily News). In 1850 he was elected city treasurer of Milwaukee, and held that office for four years. On accession to office
he sold the newspaper, and later on returned to his native State. He died May 6, 1866, aged 47 years.
4: James F. Seaver began a promising career under adventitious auspices, but died very suddenly of a bilious attack at
Batavia on February 27, 1853, aged 32 years.
5: David Seaver, the youngest and only survivor of the five brothers, was the business partner of his father, and
subsequently for a long time continued the "Seaver establishment" alone. He was a thoroughly active man and progressive
citizen. Nearly 20 years ago he sold out and removed to New York city, where he now (1890) resides.
http://books.google.com/books?id=e2FHAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA216&dq=%22william+seaver%22+%22batavia%22&lr=&cd=49#
v=onepage&q=%22william%20seaver%22%20%22batavia%22&f=false page 215.
OBITUARY [1871] —COLONEL WILLIAM SEAVER, OF BATAVIA, NY; FATHER OF W ILLIAM A. SEAVER, ESQ., PRESIDENT OF THE
ADRIATIC FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, NY — While we sincerely sympathize with our much respected friend, Wm. A. Seaver,
Esq., President of the Adriatic Fire Insurance Company, of this city, in the irreparable loss he has lately sustained in the
death of a dearly beloved and highly honored parent; yet we rejoice to know that he has the consolation of inheriting a rich
and invaluable reversionary interest in the respect and affection bestowed upon his lately departed father by those who
knew him, and are well qualified to speak of his character as a public-spirited citizen, irreproachable journalist, sincere and
devoted Christian. The following tribute of respect to the memory of the deceased, by a correspondent of the New York
Evening Post, we take great pleasure in presenting to our readers :
"One of the earliest settlers of Western New York, and one of its most estimable and useful citizens, Colonel William Seaver,
of Batavia, died on the 25th instant at that place, at the advanced age of eighty-two. Colonel Seaver filled many positions of
trust and honor during his long and blameless life, and exerted a great influence in the political affairs of his section of the
State, maintaining through all, ' without reproach, the grand old name of gentleman.' As a journalist, in the editorial
management of the Batavia Spirit of the Times, he was able and efficient, never compromising the dignity of the profession,
but by the force and excellence of his writings, making a provincial paper widely known and respected. For forty years he
was Senior Warden of St. James's Church, in Batavia, a term of office probably unprecedented in the annals of the
Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States. Mr. Seaver lived to see the lonely wilderness into which he went as a
pioneer in 1817, dotted over with fair villages and prosperous cities, waving with luxuriant harvests, and teeming with an
industrious and enlightened population. Thus associated with the growth and progress of Western New York, from the
leveling of the forest to the foundation of universities, Mr. Seaver's name will long be kept in remembrance there, as well for
the strength of his public character as for the graces of his private life."
-----James W. Stevens, the first clerk of Genesee County, was a native of New Jersey and a graduate of Princeton College. He
became connected with the Holland Land Co. at the earliest period of its land sales, and remained in the office until the
affairs of the company were closed up. He served as county clerk from 1804 to 1810. He was a man of fine literary taste, of
quiet habits, of strict business integrity, careful and systematic in his work, and lived a blameless life, respected by all his
associates.
-------Redfield lived at the west end of town on the south side of route 5 at its junction with route 63 and owned land on both sides of
West Main Street. As a Democrat lawyer and a Mason, he refused to handle the Morgan trial as District Attorney. He and Jacob Le
Roy purchased all the land left when the Holland Land Company went out of business. Redfield was appointed by President Pierce
to be the collector of funds at the Port of New York, in which he collected $143.5 million for the government by 1857.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heman_J._Redfield
Heman Judd Redfield [4c5r] [aka Herman], b. 27 Dec 1788, Suffield Hartford, CT; d. 22 Jul 1877, Batavia, Genesee, NY,
was a politician. He was the son of Peleg Redfield (1762-1852) and Mary (Judd) Redfield (1765-1844). The family were
neighbors of Oliver Phelps who opened a land sales office in Suffield, CT, after the Phelps and Gorham Purchase. The
Redfields exchanged their small property in Suffield for 200 acres of land in the Town of Farmington (in that part that was
later separated as Manchester, Ontario County) and moved to the West in 1800. He was the brother of the printer Brother
Lewis Hamilton Redfield of Onondaga Hollow and Onondaga Lodge No. 98.
He attended Canandaigua Academy from 1808 to 1810, and then studied law with John Canfield Spencer. During the War
of 1812, he enlisted as a private and fought in the Battle of Queenstown Heights, and in Nov 1813 at Fort George, Ontario
where he received from the commanding general William Henry Harrison a brevet for gallant services. He was admitted to
the bar in 1815, and commenced practice at LeRoy. On 27 Jan 1817, he married Abigail N. Gould (d. 1841), and they had
14 children.
He was appointed District Attorney of Genesee County in 1821. He was Postmaster of Le Roy for more than twenty years.
He was a member of the NY State Senate from 1823 to 1825. In 1826, he was offered the position of Special Counsel to the
NY State Attorney General for the trials against the abductors of William Morgan, but declined, recommending John
Canfield Spence who was chosen.
On 9 May 1835, Redfield was elected a Canal Commissioner by the Legislature to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation
of Michael Hoffman, but he declined to take office. The Legislature adjourned on May 11, and left Governor William L. Marcy
to appoint John Bowman instead. When the Holland Land Company sold out their land in 1836, he became land agent for
the new proprietors and moved to Batavia, NY.

On 14 Apr 1846, he married Constance C. Bolles (d. 1909), and they had four children. President Franklin Pierce
appointed Redfield Naval Officer of the Port of New York, and on 1 Nov 1853, Collector of the Port of New York. He resigned
on 1 Jul 1857, and retired from politics.
http://books.google.com/books?id=xYw0AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA218&dq=%22Heman+J.+Redfield%22&cd=1#v=onepage&q=%2
2Heman%20J.%20Redfield%22&f=false page 218.
HEMAN J. REDFIELD
It is with great pleasure that we give a short sketch of Mr. Redficld. His life has been a long and useful one, ever devoted to
the maintenance of democratic principles and upholding the country in the days of its peril. He was born in Connecticut,
December 27, 1788. His father moving to Western New York, he assisted him on his farm until 1808, when he entered the
Canandaigua Academy. He remained there two years, and then read law with John C. Spencer, and was admitted to
practice in 1815. When the War of 1812 came on, he laid aside Blackstone, Bacon, and Tidd, and volunteered as a private
soldier, and served two campaigns. He was in the battle of Queenstown Heights, in September, 1812, and was with General
Harrison at Fort George, in November, 1813, where he received a brevet from the commanding general for gallant services.
He commenced the practice of the law at Le Roy in 1815, and was appointed a justice of the peace and master in Chancery,
and soon afterward district-attorney. He was a State Senator during 1823, '24 and '25. It was during his service in the
Senate that he became distinguished as one of the celebrated "seventeen" Senators who were shown up in coffin handbills,
and whose effigies were hanged and burned. From the adoption of the Federal Constitution down to 1824, the Presidential
Electors in New York had been elected by the Legislature. In Governor Jay's time he was called upon to convene the
Legislature to the end that the law might be changed, and thus deprive Mr. Jefferson of electoral votes of the State. He
indignantly refused to do so. The Legislature elected in 1823, a majority being Democrats, it was understood, would give the
votes of the State to whoever should be nominated by a Democratic caucus. William H. Crawford was thus brought before
the people, and fairly entitled to the votes of the State. The friends of other candidates sought to defeat the will of the State
by changing the law. For this purpose a bill had passed the Assembly and was sent to the Senate, where it received full
consideration and much discussion. As no one of the proposed methods of election received a majority of the votes of the
Senate, a motion to postpone further consideration until after the election prevailed, seventeen Senators voting for it .
Among these were Mr. Redfield and Alvin Bronson, of Oswego, who are the sole survivors of those distinguished men.
Instead of their conspiring to cheat the people out of their rights, they sought to prevent a fraud upon those who had elected
the Legislature to carry out their wishes. Not one of all this number of Senators failed to be sustained by the people. Two of
them—Charles E. Dudley and Silas Wright—subsequently became United States Senators, and the latter Governor of the
State. Both Mr. Redfield and Mr. Bronson feel proud of their votes on the occasion.
In 1825, Mr. Redfield was appointed one of the commissioners on the part of New York to settle a boundary question with
New Jersey. He was post-master at Le Roy for more than twenty years. He soon became distinguished as a lawyer. When
the arrangements were being made for the trial of those accused of abducting William Morgan, he was offered the position
of special counsel to assist the Attorney-General. He declined the offer, and recommended John C. Spencer, who accepted
and acted as such on the trials. He also, in 1835, declined the office of circuit judge, tendered him by Governor Marcy.
During the same year the Legislature appointed him canal commissioner, which he declined. When the Holland Land
Company, in 1836, sold out their remaining lands in five counties, he was appointed agent of the new proprietors, and acted
as such for thirteen years, for which purpose he removed to Batavia, where he now resides.
President Pierce, on coming into office, tendered him the appointment of Naval Officer in New York, which he accepted, but
was soon transferred to the office of Collector, which he held until June 30,1857, when he resigned, although President
Buchanan offered to continue him. In every official position held by Mr. Redfield he gave complete satisfaction. It is highly
creditable to him, that when he rendered his accounts as Collector, they were found correct to a cent, although they involved
the large sum of $143,493,957, and were promptly settled, exactly as he rendered them. He is now a cultivator of the soil,
which has ever been a favorite employment with him, making two blades of grass grow where only one grew before. In all
the perils to which our country has been exposed, he has ever been on the side of his own Government. He sustained Mr.
Polk through the Mexican War, and exerted himself on the side of the Government during the late war. He was a member of
the Peace Congress at Albany, which sent delegates to the one at Washington. He presided at meetings and lent his
influence to secure the quotas of men called for at different times during the war, and contributed largely in raising funds to
aid in that purpose. Although he believed the war was needlessly brought on and might have been avoided, and that its
management was not creditable to the Administration, still, the life of his country was involved, and. halting was wrong, if not
criminal. He therefore lent his best energies to sustain our side of the conflict, never doubting the final result.
In his intercourse with men he is frank and manly, never misleading any one concerning his views, having nothing to
conceal. Those who know him best love him most. In the community where he resides, his interests harmonize with those of
his neighbors. Although he practices economy, he is not greedy for wealth, either on its own account or for the distinction it
often confers. The poor are not turned away starving, nor the orphan unprotected. He is proud of being a life-long Democrat
. He learned the principles when young, and personally fought, to sustain them, in the War of 1812, when Federalists
mourned over our victories, because defeats would be more likely to overthrow Madison and bring them into power. He is
opposed to all class legislation, and to using the Government, State or national, as the means of making one class rich and
keeping another poor. It is one of his theories, that the less mankind are governed, the better for them. He believes the true
object of government is to protect men in their person, character, and property, and then leave them to work out their own
happiness in their own way. There can be no common standard of happiness, as men's enjoyments differ as much as their
features. Government cannot bring all to the same standard, if it desired to do so. But each individual will fix his own, and
endeavor to arrive at it. Mr. Redfield has ever believed he should be allowed to do so.

http://www.alden.org/aldengen/pafg399.htm
Herman Judd Redfield (Peleg Redfield , George Redfield , Priscilla Grinnell , Lydia Pabodie , Elizabeth Alden , John ) b.
27 Dec 1788 in Batavia, Genesee, NY; m. Abigail Gould 27 Jan 1817 in Batavia, Genesee, NY. Abigail was b. ca 1796.
They had the following children, born in Batavia, Genesee Co., NY:
i Elizabeth Gould Redfield
b. 7 Nov 1817; m. Robert W. Lowbar ca 1845 in New York City, NY. Robert was
born about 1820 in of New York City, NY.
ii Mary Judd Redfield
b. 25 Jul 1819
iii Spencer Redfield
b. 01 Apr 1821.
iv Heman Judd Redfield
b. 25 Feb 1823, LeRoy, NY; d. 9 Sep 1883, Monroe, MI [Mayor of Monroe,
Michigan, 1871-75]; m. Constance Bolles 14 Apr 1846 in Batavia, Genesee, NY.
v Manning Redfield
b. 21 Jan 1826.
vi Jane Redfield
b. 14 May 1827; m. Lawrence Turnure.
vii Sarah Cornelia Redfield
b. 31 Dec 1828.
viii Sarah Cornelia Bates Redfield b. 13 Nov 1829; m. Ralph Chandler 16 Jul 1855 in Batavia, NY
ix Ann Maria Redfield
b. 18 May.
x James Henry Redfield
b. 30 Jun 1833.
xi Robert Redfield
b. 24 Dec 1834.
xii Henry Seymour Redfield
b. 17 Mar 1836.
xiii James Redfield
b. 7 Sep 1837.
xiv James Metcalf Redfield
b. 17 Jul 1839.
http://olivercowdery.com/smithhome/smithtx3.htm
On 15 Nov 1799, Peleg Redfield bought of Oliver Phelps lot 69, and part of lot 67, township 11, giving in exchange his small
farm in Suffield, Connecticut. Seven hundred and twenty dollars was the consideration for one hundred and eighty acres,
located a mile and a half west of Clifton Springs, and now owned by a son, W. H. C. [William Howe Cuyler] Redfield. Having
located, Redfield erected the body of a log house, cleared three acres, and in February 1800, removed hither with his wife
and six children. That part of the journey west of Utica was memorable. The family came with a span of horses and a sleigh;
the latter was loaded with bedding, furniture, and the family; the snow was three feet deep, and progress was very slow. The
cabin of Jedediah Dewey gave shelter until spring, and "bark would peel." The log house was then completed and the family
moved in. By fall a double logged dwelling had been constructed, and therein was found ample room. In 1805, Redfield
erected a good frame dwelling, and obtained for it nails and glass at Utica. The house, unchanged save in needful repair, is
yet standing. The wife of Peleg Redfield was Mary Judd, the mother of ten children -- eight boys and two girls. She died
subsequently, in her eightieth year, while Peleg survived till May 26, 1852, when he died, at the age of ninety. The eldest of
the family, Heman J. Redfield, studied law in the office of John C. Spencer, at Canandaigua; removed to Batavia, where he
is yet living. Manning, the second son, became a farmer, and was accidentally killed on 26 Feb 1850, while marketing grain
at the flouring mills in Manchester village. Lewis H., became apprentice to James D. Bemis, of Canandaigua in 1812. In
1814 he was known as editor and proprietor of the Onondaga Register. He removed in 1829 to Syracuse and united his
paper with the Gazette. In 1832 he sold The Syracuse Register and Gazette, and at present is a resident of the place. He is
one of the oldest living printers in the State. The other children filled high positions in society, and justify the prominence,
which attaches to their history.
http://books.google.com/books?id=M6rvxpaD9S0C&pg=PA190&dq=%22James+W.+Stevens%22+%22batavia%22&cd=6#v
=onepage&q=%22James%20W.%20Stevens%22%20%22batavia%22&f=false page 196.
Hon. Heman Judd Redfield's life was a long and useful one, devoted to the maintenance of Democratic principles,
upholding the country in the days of its peril, and he was in his early manhood, and up to the last days of his life, a power in
the politics of the State and a man whose influence in party affairs was always exerted on the side of integrity and the good
of the public service. For half a century and more in Western New York most of his life was spent; he was known and
esteemed as one of the most admirable characters in the State, and has gone to rest with a fullness of respect that is
accorded to few.
Mr. Redfield was born in Connecticut, 27 Dec 1788. His father moving to Western New York, he assisted him on his farm
until 1808, when he entered the Canandaigua Academy. He remained there two years, and then read law with the Hon.
John C. Spencer. At the beginning of the War of 1812 he volunteered as a private soldier and served two campaigns. He
was in the battle of Queenstown Heights, and was with General Harrison at Fort George, when he received a brevet from
the commanding general for gallant services. He commenced the practice of law at Le Roy in 1815, was appointed a justice
of the peace and master in chancery, and soon after district attorney. He was State Senator during 1823,'24, and '25, during
which time he was one of the "seventeen" Democratic senators who successfully resisted an attempt to change the law
relating to the election of presidential electors. Prominent among his associates at this time were Silas Wright and Charles
E. Dudley, both of whom were elected Senators, and Silas Wright, governor. In 1825 Mr. Redfield was appointed one of the
New York commissioners to settle a boundary question with New Jersey. He was postmaster at Le Roy for more than 20
years. He soon became distinguished as a lawyer. When arrangements were being made for the trial of those accused of
abducting William Morgan he was offered the position of special counsel to assist the attorney-general. He declined the offer
and recommended the Hon. John C. Spencer, who accepted and acted as such on the trials. In 1835 he also declined the
office of circuit judge tendered him by Governor Marcy. He was also appointed canal commissioner, which he declined.
When the Holland Land Company, in 1836. sold out their remaining lands in the five counties he, together with Jacob Le
Roy, purchased the same; subsequently the new purchasers appointed him their agent, acting as such lor 13 years, for
which purpose he removed from Le Roy to Batavia President Pierce tendered him the appointment of naval officer in New

York, which he accepted, but was very soon transferred to the office of collector of the port of New York, which he held until
June 30, 1857, when he resigned, although President Buchanan offered to continue him. It was highly creditable to him that,
when he rendered his accounts as collector of the port of New York, involving the large sum of $143,493,957, they were
promptly settled exactly as he rendered them. Soon after he returned to his home at Batavia, and settled upon his farm as a
cultivator of the soil, which was ever a favorite employment with him.
In all the perils to which our country has been exposed he has ever been on the side of his government. He sustained Mr.
Polk through the Mexican war, and exerted himself on the side of the government during the late war. He was a member of
the Peace Congress at Albany, which sent delegates to the one at Washington. He presided at meetings, lent his influence
to secure the quotas of men called for at different times during the war, contributed largely in raising funds to aid in that
purpose, and lent his best energies to sustain our side of the conflict, never doubting the final result. In his intercourse with
men he was frank and manly, never misleading; his interests harmonized with those of his neighbors. Although he practiced
economy he was not . greedy for wealth, either on his own account or for the distinction it often confers;: hence the poor
were never turned away starving nor the orphans unprotected. He was opposed to all class legislation, and to using the
government. State or National, as a means of making one class rich and keeping another poor. It was one of his theories
that the less mankind were governed the better for them. He believed the true object of government was to protect men in
their person, character, and property, and then leave them to work out their own happiness in their own way.
On Sunday evening, July 22, 1877, he sat with the members of his family on the veranda of his house, enjoying the cool
breezes after the heat of the day, appearing in excellent health and spirits. About eight o'clock he complained of a dizziness
in his head, entered the house, gradually grew worse, and became unconscious, and about a quarter to 10 o'clock he
peacefully, painlessly, breathed his last. Thus closed the earthly career of a good, kind.hearted, and benevolent man, and a
true and devout Christian. During his long life he was an active and devout member of St. James's Episcopal Church at
Batavia, serving as vestryman and warden. .Many citizens attested their respect and esteem for their old neighbor and friend
by their attendance at the funeral service Wednesday evening. The procession was one of the longest ever seen in the
village. Immediately following the hearse came the venerable roadster, so long the favorite riding horse of Mr. Redfield,
saddled and bridled, and led by the groom.
Mr. Redfield was married twice. His first wife was Abby Noyes Gould, whom he married at Canandaigua, Ontario County,
January 27, 1817. She died at Batavia on the I Ith of February, 1841, in the 44th year of her age. The following children only
survive them both: Elizabeth Gould, wife of Robert W. Lowber, of Bald Mountain, Washington County; Mary Judd, wife of
Major Henry I. Glowacki, residing at Batavia; Jane, wife of Lawrence Turnure, of New York city; Cornelia, the widow of
RearAdmiral Ralph Chandler, U. S. N., lately in command of the Asiatic station, at present residing at Yokohama, Japan;
and Anna M., the widow of George Evans, of Albany, N. Y. In 1846 he married for his second wife Constance C. Bolles, of
Newark, NY, of English and French ancestry, who survives him, and by whom he had four children, as follows : Frank B.
Redfield, Abby L. Sunderland, Una Clark (Mrs. Daniel W. Tomlinson), all of whom reside at Batavia, and Martha Evans, wife
of Lieut. Samuel Rodman, U. S. A., now stationed at Newport, R. I. ' Frank B. Redfield, born at Batavia, in 1847, received an
academic education, and has followed farming and stock raising. He is now serving his fourth year on the executive
committee of the State Agricultural Society. He was president of the Genesee County Agricultural Society, and married, in
1874, Miss Caroline E. Dolbeer, whose people are of New York ancestry. Mr. Redfield lives in the house built by Jacob Otto
in 1824.
Peleg Redfield, father of Heman J., was born May 14, 1762, at Killingworth, Conn. He entered the service of the Connecticut
troops for the Revolutionary cause in 1778, serving two campaigns, then enlisted in the Continental army for three years,
and served his full time. He endured his full share of the privations and sufferings of those who continued steadfast in the
Revolutionary cause during its most trying period. The retreat of Washington and his army from Long Island, and from
Yorktown to Valley Forge, and the severe winter of 1780, were often with him a subject of remark. He was present on the
memorable occasion of the execution of Major Andre, and always spoke of his fate with sympathy and regret He was a true
Whig of those days, and a true Republican and Democrat in after life. He worshiped his chief, General Washington. After the
Revolutionary service, and his discharge from the army, he remained at Suffield, Conn., and soon after married Polly Judd,
daughter of Heman Judd, of Farmington, Conn. He exchanged his small property in Suffield for 200 acres of wild land with
Phelps & Gorham, in the then far off "Genesee County," and as early as the winter of 1799-1800 he emigrated to his wild
home, now the beautiful and fertile region which surrounds Clifton Springs. With a stout heart, and the help of the willing
hands of an excellent pioneer wife and mother, he was fairly under way as one of the founders of a settlement and of a
numerous family. He died May 26, 1852, in his 91st year. His wife died in 1844, aged 80 years. Both were buried at
Manchester, N. Y.
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GAD WORTHINGTON (DAN , ELIJAH , WILLIAM , NICHOLAS ) b. 28 May 1786; d. 10 Mar 1861 in Batavia, NY; son of
Dan Worthington and Lois Foote of Lenox, MA; m. FRANCIS (FANNIE) BELDEN 27 Aug 1812.
Children:
i. DAN LEANDER WORTHINGTON, b. 14 Aug 1813; m. LOUISE PIERSON.
ii. GAD BELDEN WORTHINGTON,
b. 02 Oct 1815; m. (1) ANNA MARIA DIXON; m. (2) OLIVE SUSAN TOWNER.
iii. FANNIE WORTHINGTON,
b. 17 Jul 1817; m. OSCAR PACKARD.
iv. SAMUEL WORTHINGTON,
b. 16 Jul 1822, Richford, NY; m. RACHEAL WOODS; d. 27 Sep 1912
v. JOHN WORTHINGTON,
b. 29 Jan 1824, Lenox, MA; m. MARY H. KIMBERLY; b. Batavia, NY.
vi. MARY ANN WORTHINGTON,
b. 15 Jun 1827; m. WHEELER HUTCHISON BRISTOL.
vii. ROBERT WORTHINGTON,
b. 25 Jan 1829, Richford, NY; m. JANE A. BRISTOL.

http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/genesee/worthington-gb.htm
GAD B(elden). WORTHINGTON was born in Lenox, MA, 2 Oct 1815, from which place his parents, Gad and Fanny
(Belden) Worthington, removed to Owego, NY. His father died 1 Mar 1861, and his mother, who attained the great age of 92
years, died 9 Jun 1885. In 1836 Mr. Worthington removed to Batavia, where he at once engaged in the hardware trade. He
entered the employ of Belden & Otis, and in the year 1841, became a member of the firm, changing the firm name to Otis &
Worthington. After the retirement of Mr. Otis he continued the business for a long time without a partner. The present firm of
G. B. Worthington, Son & Co., was established 1 Jan 1882, the new members of the firm being Gad D. Worthington and J.
Holly Bradish. Mr. Worthington has been connected with the hardware trade for sixty three years and for many years he has
enjoyed the distinction of having been longer engaged in business than any other man in Batavia.
Mr. Worthington has always taken an active interest in the growth and prosperity of the town where he has so long been an
honored citizen. He is vice president of the First National Bank, was one of the organizers and for many years a director of
the Batavia Gas Light Company, and was for several years treasurer of the New York State Institution for the Blind. He is a
member and senior warden of the St James Episcopal Church, and he was for a long time treasurer of the diocese of
Western New York. In politics he is a Republican.
In June, 1841, Mr. Worthington was married to Anne M(aria). Dixon, who bore him five children. She died in 1853.
Subsequently he was married to (Olive) Susan Towner, who died 9 Mar 1891. Of his five children Miss Amanda C.
Worthington resides at home with her father, Gad D. Worthington is a partner of his father in the hardware business, the
Rev. Edward William Worthington is rector of Grace Episcopal Church at Cleveland, Ohio, Sarah is the wife of E. De L.
Palmer of Albany, and Mary is deceased.
-------On the north side of Main Street near that entrance to Batavia Downs is a stone marker to show the location of an arsenal built in
1810 for the coming War of 1812 and which was in existence until 1845. Col Horace B. Olmsted was its commander along with
being the sheriff in 1826. John Eager was a Mason and the owner of the original Genesee Brewery building, which was torn down in
1983.
Such was the situation in 1826. Most of these people were wealthy, most were Masons and many had been running things for a
quarter century. Serving in the military was still popular: But the poorer country people were saying, “Some of these big shots
bought their rank. We have to do the marching and maybe the fighting. They stand around looking important and continually inspect
our work, and we can’t get any kind of a higher office. They’re all Democrats and if any of them decided to quit, that bunch would get
together and pick the man to replace him before election time. That’s the reason why our neighbors are picking up their belongings
and leaving Genesee County, to start out again in one of the surrounding counties. But there are many of us who don’t want to
move again. The worst part is that most of the wealthy men are Masons. But, who knows who belongs? We hear some of them
travel many miles, to go to a meeting, then they stay all night and come home the next day. What farmer can afford to do that?
Many of our poorer men feel that even if they had the fancy clothes and could afford to join, the aristocrats would probably turn them
down anyway.”
Equalitarianism was raising its ugly head, not only among the women, but also with the men who were starting to rebel. Many of
us have heard the story of Dr. Daniel White, Master of Pavilion Lodge, leading a St. John’s Day Parade with his wife bringing up
the rear wearing the oldest clothing she could find and mocking his every move.
“Masons were everywhere.”
http://books.google.com/books?id=dKNBAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA179&dq=%22Dr.+Daniel+White%22+%22pavilion%22&cd=2#v
=onepage&q=%22Dr.%20Daniel%20White%22%20%22pavilion%22&f=false page 173.
Dr. Daniel White, the first physician in the town [Covington], settled north and adjoining Mr. Miller. He was a surgeon in the
war of 1812, was skillful, had a large practice, gave calomel and used whiskey freely, as the fashion was, and was more
companionable than constant as his wife believed. He was a leading member and champion of the Masonic order. While
leading a grand Masonic procession on " St. John's day," at Pavilion, arrayed in royal robes, his wife, who had more temper
than self respect and* frequently gave her husband the benefit of it, brought up the rear clad in the most slatternly garments
imaginable. Their daughter Volina was the first child born in the town. The family moved west about 1826.

“Opinions on speculative masonry: relative to its origin, nature, and ...,” by James Creighton Odiorne, 1830. page 245.
http://books.google.com/books?id=eFIZAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA246&dq=%22Dr.+Daniel+White%22+%22covington%22&cd=3#v=o
nepage&q=%22Dr.%20Daniel%20White%22%20%22covington%22&f=false
Extract from the Renunciation of the Rev. David Bernard, of Warsaw, Genesee Co. N. Y.
[Compiler’s note: Elder David Bernard is the author of “Light on Masonry – A
Collection of all the Most Important Documents on the Subject of Speculative Free
Masonry: Embracing the Reports of the Western Committees in Relation to the
Abduction of William Morgan, Proceedings of Convention, Orations, Essays, &c.
&c. . . . with All the Degrees of the Order Conferred in a Master’s Lodge, as Written
by Captain William Morgan; All the Degrees Conferred in the Royal Arch Chapter,
and Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, with the Appendant Orders, as
Published by the Convention of Seceding Masons, held at Le Roy, July 4 & 5, 1828.
Also, A Revelation of All the Degrees Conferred in the Lodge of Perfection, and
Fifteen Degrees of a Still Higher Order, with Seven French Degrees: making FortyEight Degrees of Free Masonry. With Notes and Critical Remarks. By Elder David
Bernard, of Warsaw, Genesee Co., N.Y., Once an Intimate Secretary of the Lodge
of Perfection; and Secretary of the Convention of Seceding Masons held at Le Roy,
July 4 & 5, 1828. Published by William Williams, Printer, Genesee Street, Utica
(New York). 1829.”
Yes, a rather long title, but the OMDHS is fortunate to have a fine old leather bound
copy of the volume in its collections for the edification of those who may wish to
peruse its page.
In 1826 William Morgan, of New York, disappeared following his boast that he was
about to publish the rituals of Freemasonry. He was never seen again, and it was
soon claimed that he was "murdered by the Masons." This resulted in an intense
period of anti-Masonry which lasted until 1842. At the height of this, Rev. David
Bernard, an ex-Mason, published "Light on Masonry," which was the largest
exposure of Masonic rituals ever published on America soil. The work ran into five
editions, the last being the largest and most complete. This book includes early
versions of the rituals of the Blue Lodge, York Rite, Scottish Rite, and Order of the Holy Cross, as well as anti-Masonic
committee reports, and letters from succeeding Masons. Although it was originally intended as a hostile work, its contents help
us understand and trace the evolution of Masonic ritual.
David Bernard later [1883] wrote of his book:
"The most interesting, the most important, the best thought of my life (save the one great thought of Christ and Him crucified
for sinners, revealed to me and in me the hope of glory and for all the world who will receive the gift without money and
without price) was the conception of the book "Light on Masonry." The one is the balm of Gilead and the great physician
there, the treasure hid in the field, the pearl of great price, the hope of the world both now and forever; but it is against the
sin of Freemasonry, the devil's masterpiece, the deceiver and the anti-Christ as revealed in " Light on Masonry," that I have
unhesitatingly borne testimony for forty-eight years, enduring the persecutions of the wicked and enjoying the smiles of the
Lord, all the way through. Next to the gospel of Christ the great desideratum of my life has been the giving to the world "Light
on Masonry," and chiefly because Masonry opposes the gospel. I regard it as the great enemy of Christianity, of the Bible
and of the Church of God. The great, the terrible, the cursed design of Freemasonry is to destroy all governments and all
religions. It is anti-Christ, body, soul and spirit, from center to circumference, from foundation to topstone."
Rev. David Bernard.
An 1829 Edition of the book, 527 pages plus 36 pages of Appendices, may be read or downloaded from Google Books at:
http://books.google.com/books?id=QlIZAAAAYAAJ&pg=PR2&dq=%22elder+David+Bernard%22+%22Morgan%22&cd=1#v
=onepage&q=%22elder%20David%20Bernard%22%20%22Morgan%22&f=false
A book about the printer of his book, William Williams, may be read or downloaded from Google Books at:
http://books.google.com/books?id=aeQAAAAYAAJ&dq=%22elder+David+Bernard%22+%22Morgan%22&source=gbs_navlinks_s
Another interesting companion book is Letters on the Masonic Institution, by John Quincy Adams. 1847, 275 pages, which
may be read or downloaded from Google Books at:
http://books.google.com/books?id=pf6gu_ayrYkC&dq=%22elder+David+Bernard%22+%22Morgan%22&source=gbs_navlin
ks_s
See also William Morgan, by Robert Morris, 1883, at:
http://books.google.com/books?id=eFg4AAAAMAAJ&dq=%22rev.+david+bernard%22+%22morgan%22&source=gbs_navli
nks_s
– glh – 5 Feb 2010]
IT is with much reluctance I appear before the public in defence of that which is dearer to me than life. Though I value my good
name thus highly, I should not attempt a refutation of the foul charges which have been with much pains circulated against me, and
appear in the public journals in vindication of my character, were it not for the duty I owe to my family and friends, and above all, to
the Church of the living God, of which I have the honor (though unworthy) to be a member and minister. And it is not because I was

unable to make every thing appear "clear as the sun," as respects the course I have pursued in forever leaving and renouncing
Freemasonry, that I have not done it before. But it is because my brethren and friends advised me to hold still, and because I
determined to show my enemies, that all their slander, and hellish machinations, could not overthrow me, though I remained silent:
And thanks be to the name of my Master, I have been enabled to pursue such a, course as has received the approbation and
fellowship of the churches, the answer of a good conscience, and the approving smiles of my God.
It may not be amiss here to observe, that I have taken ten degrees in Speculative Freemasonry, and was the first Royal Arch
Mason, with the exception of Wm. Morgan, that ever denounced the institution as corrupt, to my knowledge. This is one reason, no
doubt, why the fraternity have been so inveterate against me.
Now to the point, respecting my leaving the institution. Five weeks before the abduction of Morgan, I heard that he was writing
masonry, my informant was a Baptist minister of high standing, and a high mason. He declared to me, that a greater piece of
depravity he had never heard of; and furthermore, said repeatedly, that "he was willing to be one to put Morgan out of the way." He
said that "God looked upon the institution with such complacency, he would never bring the perpetrators to light," and attempted to
justify the deed from the scriptures. He also informed me, that there had been a meeting of the masons at Batavia and Stafford. The
above expressions I highly disapproved of at the time, and told him that if Morgan had done wrong, we should not. The above I feel
willing to be qualified to, if called upon in any proper manner. From what I learned from the above gentleman, and others, I had DO
doubt some measures would be taken to stop the printing of masonry, but did not believe the masons would be so abominably
wicked and daring as to put Morgan to death.
When I was at the east, 250 miles from Batavia, I heard masons of high standing converse upon the subject of his abduction, which
was several weeks before he was taken off. On my way home, I saw Elder John G. Stearns, and he presented me one of his books
on masonry, just published. When I reached home I read the work and could find no fault in it. I showed the book to a mason, who
immediately purchased it. I learned also, that Morgan was taken off and probably put to death. I began conversing with the masons
upon the subject, and they almost universally justified it. I then began not only to give the subject due reflection, and investigation;
but to express my abhorrence and utter detestation of the foul and most awful deed. I began also to converse freely on the
principles of the institution with masons, and others. About this time a special meeting of the lodge was called in Covington, which I
attended, and after the meeting was duly opened and the subject of the abduction brought up, I arose and decidedly disapprobated
it, and advised the lodge to do the same. But instead of attending to my advice, they began to question me about what I had said of
masonry, and relative to my bringing Steam's book into town; all of which to the worthy body, appeared criminal. During this
meeting, if I may judge, I law what I call a manifest approbation of the Morgan outrage, in most of the members, and it was a full
meeting. At this meeting there were a number of Reverend gentlemen, one of whom said, as nearly as I can recollect: " Cities have
their laws, Churches have their laws, masons have their laws, and here is the proper place to try a mason. If Morgan has had his
throat cut from ear to ear, and his body buried in the rough sands of the sea, where the tide ebbs and flows once in 24 hours, he
cannot complain of not having justice done him." Here he closed, and it was echoed with an Amen! Amen! Amen! One of the
members of the church in Covington, said about this time at a private house, that the worst death inflicted on Morgan, would have
been no more than just.
The next regular meeting of the lodge I attended; being requested by the Master, at the above named special meeting, and here a
scene passed which I shall never forget. If ever a poor mortal was abused, I was. Dr. Daniel White was one of the foremost, in
treating me shamefully. Here I did not know what to do; I rather thought there would be warm work, I therefore kept perfectly cool, as
I can abundantly prove, and nothing passed my lips but what I am willing should be repeated a thousand times. I then and there
declared some of ray then principal objections to Freemasonry. They were not removed. I finally told them to take their own course,
such were my views, and if they chose they could expel me. It has been said that I begged them not to do it, but this is false, and I
can prove it. I told them I did not ask them to expel me, but they could take their own course. I finally left them, hoping and praying
that they would forever disown me, as I did them.
When I left the Church in Covington, they gave me a good letter of recommendation. I also received letters from the 2d Le Roy, 1st
York, 1st Middlebury, 2d Elba and Warsaw churches, all of which justified and approved the course I have taken ; and I hope I may
ever conduct so as to merit their confidence and that of the public. I have ever been ready, and am still, to meet my accusers or any
body else, before the churches with which I am connected. I preach to the first church in Middlebury and the church in Warsaw. I
hold my standing in the second church in Le Roy, where I united last winter. My reason for uniting with that church is, it was the first
in the country that came out from Freemasonry, and as I could not conscientiously walk with those who practised it, I became one of
them. I wish to injure no man. I trust I am a friend to all men. But I am a decided enemy to Freemasonry; and it is because, from a
thorough investigation of its principles before and since I left it, I fully believe that it is not only the most abominable but also the
most dangerous institution that ever was imposed upon man; it is anti-republican and anti-christian. It is somewhat imposing, owing
to its borrowed garments, but this renders it more dangerous, for like the wily serpent, it lures but to destroy. Man never invented,
hell never devised, wicked men and devils never palmed upon the public a more foolish, corrupt, awful, soul destroying and Heaven
daring institution, than Speculative Freemasonry .' It may truly be mini to be HELL'S MASTER PIECE.
Having thoroughly investigated its ceremonies, its oaths, and its principles, as in the light of eternity, I feel fully warranted in making
these statements. The condition on which the oaths are taken, and their evil tendency, being opposed to the glory of God and the
best interests of man, render them far from being binding.
I solemnly renounce all fealty to masonry, and do most earnestly beseech my brethren in Christ Jesus, of every name, to come out
and bear unequivocal testimony against it. Think, 0 think, dear Christians, that hundreds and thousands of precious and immortal
souls will be lost forever, unless they return and repent, but that the name of the precious Jesus is rejected, your Saviour, your
precious and adorable Saviour taken away—the cause of your bleeding Redeemer injured—the hands of the wicked strengthened,
and the Almighty God dishonored ! And O, let me entreat you in the mercy and bowels of Jesus Christ, to reflect that you have to
answer for the blood of those who shall find also, when it shall be forever too late, that masonry is not a Saviour! And while I entreat
you, let me warn the wicked. O wicked man, thou shall surely die—your house is built on the sand—the winds, rains, and floods of
Jehovah's wrath will soon beat upon your naked soul in one eternal storm! Though you may expect to mount up as the eagle on

your boasted god, you will find that the Almighty will dash you to pieces like a potter's vessel. Be warned then, be wise and free from
masonry—flee from the wrath to come—flee to the gushing side of Jesus, whose blood yon are ever trampling under your feet. He
can save you, for he is merciful—he can save you, for he is Almighty. Farewell, dear sinner; if you choose, you can still slander me,
still calumniate my character. Recollect when I pray to my Lord I always remember you; though you hate me, I love you; though you
blast my reputation, though you kill my body, you cannot kill my soul. This is secure from all your machinations, and will in the blood
of Christ triumph forever.
Farewell, dear sinners: But we shall meet again, when the last trump shall sound we shall meet. At the retribution of the great day,
we shall meet and hear our final doom, we shall receive our everlasting reward—masonry then, and its adherents will eternally
perish, while Christ and his people will reign forever.
DAVID BERNARD.
---------

Early Lodges Around Batavia
The countryside around Batavia in the early 1800's was scattered with tree stumps, as more and more pioneers came, cleared
the land and settled in the area. By 1820 about two-thirds of all lodges in New York State met at country taverns, for the simple
reason that suitable rooms and accommodation were not obtainable without great expense. There were neither “high hills nor low
valleys” in or near Batavia and thus the first Masonic Hall was nothing more or less than a dance hall or a ball room (familiarly called
the long room) of one of Genesee County’s once famous inns.
In 1802 William Munger put up a large two-story frame building on the north side of Main Street which was a short distance west
of the present Court House. A few years later it was purchased by William Keyes, who doubled its dimensions by erecting a
corresponding addition of equal size on the easterly side. The second story of this easterly portion of the building was set aside for
the “long room” to be used for dancing, parties or shows of all kind that would come around needing a large room for their affair.
Keyes’ Hotel later on was called the “Frontier House,” and was within a short distance from the winding Tonawanda Creek. It was
painted bright yellow, surrounded by tall Lombardy poplar trees, and saw very many golden days. William Keyes died in 1833. Soon
after Keyes’s death, the Frontier House lost its gilt-edged prestige and acquired a dingy “yaller” hue. In 1854 it was divided and
removed to make room for the attractive brick residence erected by George Brisbane. The eastern half of the building was moved to
Church Street and the other part moved just west of the old stone land office on Main Street. Both were remodeled for homes.
Olive Branch Lodge Under Dispensation
The Masonic Lodge at Canandaigua had to be old, no white family crossed the Genesee until Joseph Ellicott started his work.
Today’s Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 has the honor of being the oldest lodge west of the Genesee River. On May 10, 1810, a
petition for a Lodge of Free Masons was drawn up by Isaiah Babcock and signed by fifteen brethren. The request was
recommended by Genesee Lodge No. 130, at Avon, New York. The petition was presented to Grand Lodge on May 15, 1810,
who took the following action: The Lodge was approved to be formed and to hold their meetings in Batavia, with the name,
Fredonian Lodge. After some delay, it was decided to change the name to Olive Branch instead of Fredonian. Dr. Charles Little, of
Avon, Past Master of Genesee Lodge No. 130, was deputized to formally institute Olive Branch Lodge and install its officers. The
Olive Branch Lodge commenced a successful career and held sixteen meetings while under dispensation. During the first year the
total membership grew to between forty and fifty members. Its first Master in 1811 under dispensation was Ezra Platt of Bethany
with Richard Smith, mentioned before, as Senior Warden and Isaiah Babcock its Secretary for five years. The first meeting of Olive
Branch Lodge, was on May 11, 1811, and was held in Keyes’ tavern. Then on September 2, 1811, a plot of ground was purchased
by the school board and by the Masons, the sum of $5 being paid for Lot number 32 on the north side of Main Street at the corner of
an alley (Ross Street) containing 1,500 feet of land. Nathan Rumsey sold it to them with the condition that a brick building was to be
built within one and a half year, the lower floor to be used as a school, the upper for the Masons. The War of 1812 interfered with
construction until February 28, 1814, the date of the first meeting in that building. During the meantime they met with Brother Van
Cleve in Ellicott Hall.
Olive Branch Lodge No. 215
On May 20, 1813, a Charter was issued to Olive Branch Lodge No. 215, at Batavia, in which Richard Smith was named first
Worshipful Master, Lemuel Foster was named first Senior W arden and John Zenas Ross as first Junior Warden. The designated
number 215, continued until 1839. During the Anti-Masonic excitement so many lodges had gone under in the tidal wave of political
opinion that the Grand Lodge ordered a thorough consolidation in numbering lodges, and priority of date of warrant was taken as the
basis of seniority. Under said edict Olive Branch Lodge became No. 39 on the present roster. After Richard Smith, Lemuel Foster
served as Master in 1815. Blanchard Powers was Master in 1816 and 1817 with John Ross in 1818. Powers again in 1819 and
1820 with meetings in his home at Bethany.
Compromise of Olive Branch Lodge No. 215 & Batavia Lodge No. 433
In 1815, Le Roy Lodge No. 260 was formed at Le Roy, and in 1816, Allegany Lodge No. 277 was formed at South
Pembroke (now Darien), and Rising Sun Lodge No. 317 was formed at Attica. In addition lodges had formed in the towns of
Sheldon, Middlebury and Warsaw and at a later date in the towns of Alexander, Byron, Stafford and Covington. These lodges all
drew members from Olive Branch Lodge. In 1820 Olive Branch Lodge No. 215's members asked permission of the Grand Lodge to
hold meetings in Bethany. Permission was granted and the Lodge assembled in a special communication at Cornelius J. and
Jedediah Lincoln’s Hall, (a public inn) in Bethany, on April 5, 1821, for its first meeting. The removal to Bethany was originally
intended to be temporary, not to exceed three or four years, to awaken new interest in the affairs of Olive Branch Lodge. The Lodge
did meet in Batavia on several occasions for burial ceremonies. Between 1820 and 1824 numerous Master Masons who were
members of sister Lodges became residents of Batavia. Early in the year 1824, the brethren at Batavia thinking for the good of the

craft that Olive Branch Lodge No. 215 should resume its meetings in their old residence, made a formal application, to the Lodge,
but the brethren in Bethany insisted on permanent residence in their own town. By compromise the Bethany brethren were allowed
to retain the old name and warrant, but as an offset, all funds and efforts were given to the Batavia brethren, with which to organize
a new Lodge under a new name in Batavia. Such then was the end of Olive Branch Lodge at Batavia. On November 8, 1824, at
which time the harmonious division of Olive Branch Lodge No. 215 took place and on June 8, 1825 Batavia Lodge No. 433 received
its Charter. During those years Batavia Lodge No. 433 had a membership of 162 and today Batavia Lodge No. 475 averages
around 680 members.
Olive Branch Lodge No. 39
In the Town of Bethany by 1821 Cornelius J. Lincoln owned the tavern which Sylvester Lincoln built back in 1805 and lodge
meetings were held there. The cornerstone of Zion Episcopal Church in East Bethany was laid with ceremony by the members of
Olive Branch Lodge No. 215 on July 4, 1826 and Calvin Barrows, the first settler of Linden (Bethany Township) told of his attending
meetings in Nathaniel Huggins’ tavern there after the Morgan troubles subsided. This tavern was built in 1828 and Huggins operated
it until he died in 1852. We don’t know when Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 moved to Attica; only that it was there in 1846. In 1844 the
members of Olive Branch Lodge No. 39, found themselves unable to get enough new members at their present location in the small
hamlet of East Bethany so it was decided to move to Attica in July of 1845. No benefit was realized by this change and on
December 8, 1846, Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 moved to Le Roy where Lucius Parks and a few energetic Le Roy Freemasons, from
1847 to 1857, restored the Lodge to full strength and prosperity.
Batavia Lodge No. 88
Bethany in the early years had a Masonic Lodge No. 88, which moved to Batavia for a short time until the entire records of the
Lodge burned in a fire, so we don’t know much about it. Many Masonic Lodges had gone out of existence during the Morgan Affair
and Anti-Masonic period, and Batavia Lodge No. 433 went in darkness and finally returned their warrant to Grand Lodge on June
25, 1839, and a period of repose intervened which lasted three years. During the period of darkness of the Lodge the meeting
places changed many times. “This could be a reason for a lodge in Bethany by the number 88, meeting there in the early
years.”
An application requesting a new warrant for Batavia Lodge No. 433 was sent to Grand Lodge by Ebenezer Mix and fifty-one other
brethren and on February 16, 1842 their warrant was renewed. Grand Lodge changed their numbering system, due to the loss of so
many Lodges and gave the number 88 to Batavia Lodge. On June 1, 1842, the first meeting of Batavia Lodge No. 88 was held at
“Holden’s upper sitting room” in the village of Batavia. Worshipful Master Ebenezer Mix accepted the suggestion that the Lodges
next meeting would be held at Orange T. Fargo’s Tavern, in the Town of Alexander at 2:00 P.M. on June 16, 1842. Batavia Lodge
No. 88 stayed in existence until November 9, 1847.
On January 4, 1844, the members of Batavia Lodge No. 88 formally voted to change their meeting place from Fargo’s Tavern to
the Genesee House in Batavia, pending the ability of renting the room, but ended up in renting the Odd Fellows’ Cobble Stone
block.
In the spring of 1847 Joel Allen, the Lodges Master moved to Piqua, Ohio, leaving no experienced presiding officer. All of the
elected officers of the lodge were young men, good workers but had little experience in the Ancient Landmarks and usages
connected with the governing of the lodge. Two of the Lodges old time Past Masters, Blanchard Powers and Eden Foster, tried to
take over the lodge, resulting with the two bringing discord into what was then a harmonious lodge. In this dilemma, Horace M.
Warren (acting Master) applied to Grand Lodge for help. The Grand Lodge representative, Ezra S. Barnum, Senior Grand Warden,
found it impossible to alleviate the problem, and on November 9, 1847 the Lodge returned their Warrant. Ely Parker was made a
Mason in Batavia Lodge No. 88 in 1847.
Note: At the December 19, 1844 meeting of Batavia Lodge No. 88, their members recommended the application of several
brother masons, living in the Buffalo area, to reestablish Masonry in Buffalo, and thus the oldest modern day lodge, Hiram Lodge
No. 105 came into existence.
On September 2, 1846, the members of Batavia Lodge No. 88, voted and gave their consent for Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 to
move from Attica to Le Roy. (Finally Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 found a permanent Masonic home).
Fishers Lodge No. 212
The proper moment had finally arrived, the problems that existed due to the two belligerent old Past Masters had gone away, and
the brethren agreed that they should resume the labors of the Lodge. In December of 1850, a petition to form a lodge,
and recommended by Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 at Le Roy, was presented to Grand Lodge.
Fishers Lodge had their first meeting on December 17, 1850, which was held in the room formerly used by Batavia Lodge No. 88,
in the third story of the eastern end of the Cobble Stone block (now 67 Main Street, Batavia).
The first meeting, on March 4, 1851, under the new Warrant, Fishers Lodge No. 212, started a harmonious and active lodge. In
their first year, they had twenty-one candidates initiated and six Master Masons were affiliated, thus making a total membership of
forty-five Masons. For eight years Fishers Lodge No. 212 had continuous success. In 1859 this success seized to exist, when for
some unexplainable reason, candidates for admission was rejected. In this dilemma it was thought best to dissolve the lodge. On
April 5, 1859, Fishers Lodge No. 212 surrendered their Warrant. Within a few days, April 9, 1859, the members were again united
and at work under a new name, Batavia Lodge. On July 4, 1859, Batavia Lodge No. 475 received their Charter.

Further Information on Masonry in and about Batavia
Western Star Chapter No. 35, Royal Arch Masons, was organized in Batavia on March 29, 1813, where it still exists under that
number. Batavia’s Fishers Lodge No. 212, was named for Lille Fisher, Esq., of Alexander, a very early settler of that area.
Bethany formed Lodge No. 215.

Le Roy Lodge No. 260 was organized under Dispensation on January 7, 1815. The Lodge held the first meeting February 16,
1815 and had their first candidate on March 6, 1815. By the time its Charter was presented on June 11, 1816, the Lodge had 150
members, but the Morgan Affair caused its collapse on September 19, 1827. Walbridge, the tavern keeper of the Morgan incidents
lived in Le Roy. Among the more prominent masons of Le Roy that were preserved, included, Richmond, Jr. and his uncle Albion D.
Richmond, both of Richmond Road west of Fort Hill, also F. C. Lathrup who lived on the east side of the creek north of Main Street,
who owned all the land along the east bank of the Oatka Creek, and Moses W ingate along with L. F. Wilcox who lived on the Oatka
Trail, A. F. Bartow, Samuel Hall and Charles N. Vicary who lived in Morganville north of Stafford.
http://books.google.com/books?id=GciAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA816&dq=%22Le+Roy+Lodge+No.+260%22&cd=2#v=onepage&q=%22Le%20Roy%20Lodge%20No.%2026
0%22&f=false page 816.
ORANGE RISDON, first Generalissimo of the Genesee Commandery Encampment (No. 10 – Lockport, NY) (1826), was a native of
Rupert, VT, and was born 28 Dec 1786. Educated to the profession of civil engineer and surveyor, for fifty years he continued in the
same, and in every sense of the word was an "American Pathfinder." He became a resident of Western New York in 1807, and in
1809 located at Le Roy. Commencing when that region consisted of forests, openings, swamps, and fens, he saw it bloom into a
"fruitful country." In 1829 he removed his family from Le Roy to Saline. Mich. In 1855 he retired from active business.
His Masonic career was full of incident and interest. He was a contemporary with Ames, W adsworth, Enos, Salem Town, and other
men of that stamp, and was considered in his day to be not only the brightest Mason, but most accomplished ritualist in Western
New York. He was the first W. M. of Le Roy Lodge, No. 260, in 1816; also the originator of Western Star Chapter, No. 35, in 1813.
As the main spoke in the wheel of Genesee Encampment, he gracefully did his share in the rendition of the ritual and performance
of knightly courtesies during its earlier years, and only with change of residence did his connection therewith cease. But once only
thereafter did he have opportunity (1870) to revisit his early home. Forty years had elapsed since he had seen his ancient brethren
and companions. He found most of them dead or gone, yet our now venerable Sir Knight, though with 85 years upon his head, still
possessed the vigor and elasticity of prime manhood. Gratified, indeed., was the writer of this then to receive a visit from him, and
the fund of information possessed by Sir Knight Risdon in regard to "Antique Masonic Folk Lore" and unwritten early history of the
fraternity in the "Genesee Country" was cheerfully imparted to the compiler. His brief sojourn was most opportune, for in a short
period thereafter Sir Orange Risdon was gathered to his fathers.
http://salinehistory.org/index.php?section=history&content=orange_risdon
Influence of the Orange Risdon Family Upon Saline and Other Towns
by Agnes L. Dikeman
Since numerous articles have been written about Orange Risdon and his accomplishments, this
piece will speak only briefly on his mighty feats; instead, it will focus primarily on his wife and family.
See the endnotes for sources of more information.
The first time I heard the unusual name, Orange Risdon, was prior to my moving to the Saline area.
The Risdon home site was dedicated in 1954 and shortly after the occasion, I happened to visit the
town. Salinians were greatly excited about the historic moment. At the time, I had not developed an
interest in history and thought all the celebrating was much ado about nothing. However, one never
knows where fate will lead. In later years my interest in history was much more solid. My husband
and I moved to Lodi Twp., just outside Saline, and sometime later, I became active in the Saline
Area Historical Society. It was then that I found myself more interested in Orange Risdon, the
founding father of Saline.
Many ask how Orange Risdon got his name. In the 19th century, names came not only from family
members, but sometimes from the places where family lived. Risdon ancestors had come from
England and Orange might have been named after the English monarchy, the “House of Orange”. Or, perhaps there was a family
connection to “Orange County”, VT. Also, in nearby New York State, there is a very important 17th century fort known as “Fort
Orange” (now Albany). Wherever his name originated, Orange Risdon must have liked it because he named his own son, Orange,
Jr. There are also some nephews who bear the name.
Orange Risdon, Surveyor
Orange Risdon came to Michigan Territory from the East. Born in Rupert, Bennington Co., Vermont on December 28, 1786, he was
raised in Saratoga County in eastern New York State, where his parents Josiah and Martha Cochran Risdon had moved with their
large family. Orange’s formal common schooling ended when he was thirteen years old, but that is not to say that he was not well
educated. He was tutored in navigation and surveying, with the goal of following the sea as a livelihood. As an apprentice, he
studied surveying and carried the chain. Prior to his survey work in Michigan Territory, he worked at least one summer on a Great
Lakes shipping vessel as a navigator. It wasn’t long before his ability was recognized and he found his responsibilities and his
wages were vastly increased. In 1807 at the age of 21, he was already a noted surveyor and his work was in demand. By then, he
had attained the level of assistant surveyor and assessor.

In 1816 at the age of 30, he was well into his career when he married Sally Newland of Stillwater, Saratoga Co., New York, the
daughter of Rial and Dorcas Newland. Sally’s hometown of Stillwater played an important role in the Revolutionary War. It was the
headquarters of Gen. Philip Schuyler and battles at this site became the “the turning point” in the war. Orange and Sally’s first child
Henry was born in Stillwater. (Sanders)
He then moved his young family to Genesee County in western New York, where he worked as a surveyor. They settled in the town
of LeRoy, southwest of Rochester and east of Batavia. Several of his children were born there. It wasn’t long before Risdon
accumulated about 1000 acres of land on the Genesee River, an area where he had done extensive survey work. But shortly
thereafter, the widespread financial crisis of 1817 occurred and his resources dwindled considerably. As did many men in 1823, he
decided to go west to the Territory of Michigan. It was an opportunity waiting to happen, as land had to be surveyed before anyone
could make a purchase. Risdon left New York State with survey tools in hand. (Collins)
Early Work in the Territory of Michigan
Now, the greatest of the Indian trails in the East and Midwest was the Sauk Trail, known by different names in various parts of its
long route. This trail was actually transcontinental in scope, with the eastern end leading from the Atlantic seacoast to Fort Pitt (now
Pittsburgh). New Englanders knew this part of the trail as Braddock’s Road. The next portion known to white settlers was called the
Great Trail or the Iroquois Trail. It led from Ft. Pitt, around the southern end of Lake Erie, across the Maumee River and north to
Detroit. The great swamp between the Maumee and Detroit is noteworthy; its existence explains why the Territory of Michigan was
known as the Black Swamp and settlement was slow in developing. The next portion was the Sauk Trail, from Detroit to the Chicago
River. It is this portion that played such an important role in the life of Orange Risdon and subsequently, in the founding of Saline.
These were natural trails, the width of two warriors running side by side. They were dry and smooth during most times of the year.
There were no large trees obstructing the way. Between villages, the trails were wide enough for the poles of a travois tied to a
pony, the Indians’ method of travel for hauling their belongings from one village to another. (Collins)
Once in Detroit, Risdon made the acquaintance of influential persons, such as Judge Samuel Dexter, Chief Justice of W ashtenaw
County, and Fr. Gabriel Richard, a delegate to Congress from the Michigan Territory. The influence of these men was beneficial to
Mr. Risdon. Ever since the alliance of the English and the Indians during the War of 1812, the federal government believed there
was an imperative need for a military road between Detroit and Chicago, in order that soldiers could move quickly should there be
an Indian uprising. It was at this time that Fr. Gabriel Richard recommended Orange Risdon, an astute man with excellent
credentials, for the job of chief surveyor of such a road. The federal government budgeted the grand sum of $3000 for the project.
In the beginning, Risdon intended to make the road as straight as possible between the two cities, but part way into the work, the
government ran out of funds. As if that was not enough of a problem, there were some major obstacles such as heavy marshes,
which caused him to follow the Sauk Trail, instead. This explains why today’s US 12 is fairly straight from Detroit to Pittsfield Twp.
But extending west from that point, it winds back and forth as a trail might have done. In subsequent decades, the road has had
several names: the Military Road, the Chicago Turnpike, the Chicago Road, MI State Trunk Line #23, and US 112. Today, it is
known as Michigan Ave. or US 12.
Washtenaw County had been established since 1822. While surveying the military road within the county, Orange Risdon decided
he liked the Saline River Valley. The area was surrounded on all sides with beautiful countryside, capable of producing abundance
in food and fuel. At the same time, water was available for manufacturing. Risdon purchased 164 acres in Saline Twp. in 1824 and
an additional 78 acres in York Twp. the following year. (Peck) In prior decades, the Pottawatomie had a large village here and old
timers often said the Indians never made a mistake in selecting a site for their village. It was a good spot, indeed.

Risdon produced a map in 1825, (Orange Risdon's Map of 1825 on the
Pittsfield Township Historical Society website) which contributed significantly
to the settlement of Michigan Territory. The map was printed so that it could
be folded and carried in a man’s pocket, a convenience for anyone seeking
to identify a property site. It was the first map to show in precise detail the
lands available in the southeastern territory. Completion of the Erie Canal
was imminent and Risdon had accurately predicted that the tide of
immigration was just beginning. He ordered 472 copies to be printed. Today,
two of the surviving thirteen copies are located in graduate libraries on the
campus of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
In 1829, Risdon chose a site for his house on the road he had surveyed and
built it on the southeast hill overlooking the Saline River. This beautiful focal
point and commanding spot is now part of Oakwood Cemetery. For many
years, his house served as an inn, actually the first inn within the community.
The year 1830 was extremely busy in the sense that Orange Risdon was an
exuberant entrepreneur. The first election was held in his home in April. The
first post office was in his house, with Risdon acting as the first postmaster
for ten years. He rented out his parlor to Silas Finch, to be used as the first
store. Risdon was the Justice of the Peace for twelve years. He founded the
permanent village in 1832 and named it Saline meaning salt, after the river
of the same name. (salt_springs)
Risdon built several rental houses within the village. In today’s terms, he
might be called a wheeler and dealer, establishing and maintaining several
different businesses, including a livery business at the time when the railroad
came through Saline. (The livery barn he built at one of his houses on the
corner of Chicago Road and Lewis Street was constructed prior to 1834. It
has been removed and restored at the Saline Railroad Depot Museum
complex on N. Ann Arbor and Bennett Streets.) He continued working for the
U.S. Government as a surveyor until 1856, surveying seventy-five townships
and re-surveying forty-five others in Michigan. See depot museum.
Many years ago, a news reporter wrote that Orange Risdon has the
Advertising for this map by Orange Risdon touted
distinction of being the only man living who took a prominent part in the
the Michigan Territory as 'abounding in lands of the
laying of the corner stone of the first State Capitol in Detroit 50 years ago.
most fertile and healthy description' and that 'the
"We think (he is) the most notable individual present (at the laying of the
climate is particularly adapted to our eastern
corner stone of the new State Capitol in Lansing) and one who attracted
constitution.' Photo courtesy Clements Library
more attention than any one else……He is now 87 and he marched at the
head of the Ann Arbor Commandory (Masons) at Lansing as nimble and
spry as any man in that body. His health is good and he bids fair to live a number of years yet." (Ann Arbor Peninsular Courier)
Risdon’s Washtenaw County Death Record confirms he died three years after that incident on November 26, 1876, at the age of 89
yrs., 10 mo., 30 dys., after a short illness. It has been said he contracted a cold that he could not shake.
Sally Risdon: Wife and Mother
Sally Risdon is the daughter of “Rial (a.k.a.Royal) Newland and Dorcas Irish. Rial was a very
prosperous businessman in Stillwater, NY. He was a wagoner in the Continental Army during the
Battles of Saratoga, which took place in the Town of Stillwater. Afterward, he owned part of the
battlefield and was a mill owner in the village. He was a prominent member of the Baptist Church
and there is a window dedicated to his family in the church. This church is still in existence as the
Stillwater United Church, Presbyterian.
“Sally’s mother was quite possibly the daughter of Rev. David Irish, the local Baptist minister. Sally
is the ninth child of eleven. Rial had a sister named Abigail who was married to Rev. Lemuel
Powers. Their youngest daughter, also named Abigail, grew up to marry Millard Fillmore, our
famous thirteenth President.”(Sanders)
Orange and Sally Risdon had seven children, six boys and one girl. Only one child, Allen H., was
born in Saline. The others were born between 1817 and 1824 in New York State. Sally Risdon
had remained in LeRoy, NY during the years her husband traveled on foot and horseback all over
the Territory of Michigan. The booklet entitled Founder's Week reprinted letters (originals at the
Clements Library, UM Campus) exchanged in 1825, between the distraught wife and the hardworking husband. Sally complains that
she and the children are lonely. Orange promises to come home soon, but the weeks turn into months and fall turns into spring, year
after year. The weather and other obstructions are greater than anticipated. He and his men endure hardships like they had not
imagined. Orange responds that the mail is slow. Little Harriett cries herself to sleep. (Clements)
Some time prior to the fall of 1832, Sally arrived in Saline. We do not know if Orange traveled to LeRoy to bring his family to
Michigan or whether Sally made the trip with the six children all by herself. At any rate, Allen Hutchins Risdon was born in Saline on
October 7, 1832 (documented in burial record). It is not difficult to imagine Sally Risdon raising the children almost single-handedly,
with her husband spending most of his time “out in the field”.

Shortly before the Risdons’ 50th wedding anniversary, Sally Newland Risdon died Oct. 19, 1866 at the age of 76 yrs. 9 mo. 22 dys.
Both she and Orange are buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Saline. (burial record)
< Residence of Orange Risdon, Section 1, Seline Township, Michigan. The
oldest building in Saline, site of the first township meeting, the house was
built in 1829. It had 12 fireplaces in its 12 rooms. One of the fireplaces was
in the basement, alongside a brick oven for baking. Tradition holds that the
basement was used as a hiding place for runaway slaves as a station on
the underground railroad. When it was moved to Henry Street in 1948 and
modernized, the house was found to have roof framing entirely of black
walnut timbers.
Children of Orange and Sally Risdon
The oldest boy was Henry N. He was born October 1817 in Stillwater, NY,
his mother’s hometown. In due time, Henry married Matilda Smith, who
was also from Stillwater. In 1836, he purchased 40 acres in Sec. 30 of
Freedom Twp., in Washtenaw Co. (Peck) A few years later, he purchased
Orange and Sally Risdon’s share of Sally’s parents’ property in Stillwater,
NY; the deed is dated Dec. 20, 1839. After Henry’s death in 1844 at the
age of 25 years, Matilda went to live with her parents, the Smiths. In the
1850 Census of Stillwater, NY, she is listed as living with them. Both Henry
and Matilda are buried in the Stillwater Union Cemetery. There are no
known children.
Robert M. Risdon was born January 30, 1819 in LeRoy, NY; died Jan. 1, 1873 in Manistee, MI; married to Cornelia ----. Robert was
still in Saline in the 1845 Census (Capers); he later moved to Manistee, where he lived at a time when the entire county was
populated with less than 1000 people. In the 1860 County Census, he was 40 years old, a surveyor, with $5000 in real estate.
As a surveyor, he was later instrumental in developing the Manistee River Improvement Co. He was one of six founding members,
whose primarily goal was to relieve the obstructions of ancient log jams, thereby improving the opportunities to market lumber from
the headwaters of the Manistee. The History of Manistee Co. documents information that shows it had been impossible to move this
lumber prior to 1870.
In 1873, three years after beginning this momentous work, Robert Risdon died. His probate file #154 states he had a typed will and
no children. His wife Cornelia (whose maiden name is not known at this writing) was one of two executors. The year Robert died,
there was a total of only nine deaths in the entire county.
Harriett Risdon was born Sept 21, 1821 in LeRoy, NY and died 1903 at Saline. She had married Silas Mead in 1840. Silas was
born March 17, 1812 in Greenwich, CT and was a nephew of Silas Finch, who operated a general store in Orange Risdon’s parlor.
Silas Mead clerked for his uncle at one time. Both Harriett and Silas are buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Saline. (Clark)
Silas and Harriett had a farm in Pittsfield Twp., where they lived for the first eleven years of their marriage.
They then removed to New Orleans, LA, where Silas operated a shoe store. During the Civil War, he made oil-cloths for soldiers’
sacks; after the Union Soldiers took the city, he worked in the New Orleans Commissary Dept. for 4 years.
Then, he came back to Washtenaw and farmed until his death. A letter that he sent to his sister Abigail in CT is archived at the
Bentley Library in Ann Arbor. This letter has been transcribed and appears in Vol. 10 of Capers, the journal of the Genealogical
Society of Washtenaw County.
Harriett and Silas had four children. One son, Lewis Risdon Mead, figured highly in the family businesses that thrived in California.
More on that later. Their son, William, lived in the Risdon homestead until 1921, after
which the house became the property of Blanche Charlotte Mead, William's daughter.
Later, the home was sold to a Saline nephew, Capt. William D. Mead, who moved the
house to W. Henry Street, where it is still in use today as apartments. Blanche was
present when the Historical Society of Washtenaw County dedicated her great
grandfather’s home site in 1954. A memorial sign was erected at the time, but has since
deteriorated.
During his lifetime, Orange Risdon, Sr. allowed people to be buried on his farm. Thus,
the burial grounds were started and later continued when William D. Mead sold 50
acres to the Village of Saline to enlarge the cemetery.
John Nelson Risdon was born July 10, 1822 in LeRoy, NY and died August 1877 in Oakland, CA. He was married to Elizabeth
McCarty. “They had one child, who is living in San Francisco (in 1914)”, according to Daniel B. Risdon, family historian. (Risdon &
Cook)
“John Nelson and Orange, Jr. appear in California at the heart of the gold rush, as one of many tradesmen working as blacksmiths,
iron mongers, and machinery makers.” Carol Jensen of E. Contra Costa County Historical Society, Brentwood, CA has written
extensively on the accomplishments of these two men and has kindly given permission to quote from her article, The Risdon Boys
Go West. (Jensen)

John and Orange, Jr. worked as blacksmiths and boilermakers under several business names. I was fortunate to find one of their
ads, which appeared in a reprint of an 1881 Tombstone Epitaph. It is included here, with the permission of the present-day editor
Dean Prichard.
Lewis Cass Risdon was born April 25, 1824 in LeRoy, NY and died
March 15, 1887 in Ann Arbor, MI. He was married to Gertrude Betsy
Judd January 7, 1851 in Albion, MI. She was born August 22, 1830 in
Milo, NY and died Jan. 19, 1877.
In the permanent holdings of the W ashtenaw County Historical Society
is a black-painted Windsor high chair. Though some had thought this to
be Orange Risdon’s high chair, others believed that to be highly
unlikely. The chair is on display at the Museum on Main Street, in Ann
Arbor. The curator of W CHS, Judith Chrisman, has done extensive
research and contends that this chair came to Michigan with the Judd
Family in 1837 and was passed down within the family, until it came
into the possession of Lewis Cass and Betsy Judd Risdon. It was
donated to WCHS by a descendant of the Risdon Family. (Chrisman)
Lewis was the Treasurer and Tax Collector for Ann Arbor Twp. He was
also prominent in the hardware business in Ann Arbor. He and his wife
Betsy had five children, but only two were living at the time he wrote his
will, which was probated in Washtenaw County. He left “1/3 of his
property to his daughter, Carrie R. (Mrs. Edward) Hinman. He left $100
to his 2nd wife Alice M. to buy some keepsake, by which she would
remember Lewis (Alice, having other properties of her own).” He left his
dau. Isadore M. (Mrs. Pierce) Ryan “the use of the remainder of his
properties, which would then go to his grandsons after Isadore’s death.”
The reasons Lewis stated for doing this left the reader with indications
that Lewis was highly suspicious of his son-in-law’s intentions.
Orange Risdon, Jr. was born June 26, 1827 in LeRoy, NY and died 1865 in San Francisco, CA. He was in San Francisco by 1860,
when the City Directory identified him as a boilermaker. At a later date, he was a bookkeeper for the Risdon Iron Works. He and his
brother, John N., improved property containing salt springs, about 65 miles west of San Francisco. “The Saline Salt Mfg. and Mining
Co. was incorporated in 1863, but the endeavor ended before it actually began as the plan was not economically feasible. Shipping
the product was much too difficult. The property continued as an informal spa and watering hole, as it had been since the days of
the Mountain Men. A land patent was filed for 160 acres with the salt springs at the center.” (Jensen)
In 1865, Orange Jr. died unexpectedly on a trip to San Louis Obispo, CA. A probate record (intestate) reveals his brother Lewis
Cass was appointed administrator of the Washtenaw Co. estate and he gave a statement that his brother “left no widow or children,
as he never married”.
His California estate, as well as his Michigan estate, went to his father, Orange, Sr. who was still residing in Michigan. Probate
Record #2301, dated 1866 indicates that Orange, Jr. had property within the Village of Saline. It was “the length of 20 rods along the
south side of the Chicago Road and the width of 8 rods along the east side Harrison (sic) Street (and the same on parallel sides) in
the NE¼ Sec. 1, T4 R5E.” Among numerous papers was one written in the hand of, and signed by the senior Orange, who, having
paid off his son’s notes, filed a claim in the amount of $1106.90 for such on June 3, 1867.
The last child, Allen Hutchins Risdon, was born October 7, 1832 in Saline, MI. His obituary, published July 30, 1896 in the Dakota
Huronite, Huron, SD., states he died July 24, 1896. Allen had married twice. His first wife was Emily J. Root, whom he married in
Saline, 1855. Allen and Emily had one son George B. Risdon, who was born 1856, probably in Saline. Emily died in 1860 at the age
of 26 and is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Saline.
Allen was in Saline when he wrote a letter that was discovered in June of 1987 in a time capsule in the Burkhardt Building. The letter
was one of several paper items concealed in a copper tube and found when renovations took place in the building. Risdon’s
message was written and dated on his letterhead stationery. Here, it is transcribed verbatim:
"Saline Michigan, July 12th 1872
To Whom It May Concern: This box and its contents were deposited in this nitch (sic) on the date above written. This building, two
stores, was erected in the year of our lord Eighteen hundred and Seventy two by Allen H. Risdon and Charles Burkhart & Edgar R.
Aldrich.
"The first named built the west one and the latter the east one. The Rival Candidates for Presidency are U.S. Grant & Horace Greely
(sic). This year the fourth Trans Atlantic Cable is about to be laid. The North (sic) & Southern Pacific R.R. are being pushed through
with energy. Chicago is being rapidly rebuilt, and Woman’s rights are just beginning to attract attention
"(Signed) Allen H. Risdon, The Father of A.H. Risdon (who) settled this town (and) is now 86 years of age and hale and hearty."
Like his father, Allen networked with persons of special talent. He became a good friend of the soon-to-be-famous western
photographer, Frank Jay Haynes, also born in Saline, but 20 years Allen’s junior. By 1874, Allen owned Risdon’s Western Art
Gallery. Jay Haynes worked as his assistant, first in Michigan, then Chicago and Milwaukee. They operated an itinerant sales
wagon selling chromolithographs and sundry items related to music. (Montana H.S.) By 1875, Risdon was in Minneapolis.

One of Allen's cousins, Almira Newland, became his second wife. Almira was born in Stillwater, NY. They were married June 4,
1877 in Hudson, WI. Much later, they were buried in Riverside Cemetery, Huron, Beadle Co., S.D. His only son George is listed in
Allen’s obituary and he, too, is buried in Riverside. (Hickle)
Grandson of Orange and Sally Risdon
Lewis Risdon Mead, a grandson of Orange Risdon, Sr., was born Sept. 7, 1847 in Saline and died June 12, 1916 in San Francisco.
He is particularly worth mentioning because of his role in expanding the California property that had originally been acquired by the
brothers, John and Orange.
He was living with his parents in New Orleans when he left for California at the age of 18 years. This would have been near the end
of the Civil War in 1864. He sailed via the Isthmus of Panama. Shortly after he arrived in California, President Andrew Johnson
signed and granted the salt springs property to Orange, Jr.
At first, Lewis R. Mead worked in his uncles’ California Iron Works, but he also helped his Uncle Orange develop the acreage at the
salt springs. There was a real threat from squatters and the property had to be protected. Unfortunately in 1865, within a year after
Lewis Risdon had arrived, Orange, Jr. died unexpectedly.
Even though he was still a very young man, Lewis Risdon Mead was the administrator of his Uncle Orange’s estate; Orange had
died intestate, meaning he died without a will, so his property went to his father. This is a very important milestone in the success of
the Risdon Boys’ California property. It led to a turn of events which caused disagreement within the Risdon family, as John
contended both he and Orange Jr. purchased the salt springs property. After the death of his father in 1876, John Nelson contested
the 1865 papers concerning the property purchase. John Nelson argued Orange, Jr. was acting for both brothers, but after a four
year battle, the courts settled in favor of Lewis Mead, who had purchased the property that had gone to his grandfather Orange, Sr.
The court settlement led to the development of the salt springs. This can only be thought of as good business because in due time,
the springs became a world famous health resort, eventually known as Byron Hot Springs. (Jensen)
Mead married Blanche Durant ca. 1873 in Oakland, CA. She was born 1855 in Canada. Mead continued to improve the salt springs
property, eventually building three different hotels, replacing one after another due to fires. In 1908, he married Mae Sadler. He lived
another eight years before his own death from bronchial pneumonia in 1916. Mae Sadler managed the property, continuing to make
improvements. Four years later, Mae Sadler Mead remarried to architect, James Reid, who had designed the hotel at the spa. Byron
Hot Springs turned into a resort for Hollywood stars and San Francisco socialites. However, the Depression Years took its toll on the
enterprise, leading to its decline. For a while during World War II, the federal government used the property as an interment camp
for prisoners. By 1946, it was deeded to the Greek Orthodox Church to be used as a mission camp. After that, there were several
different owners and different enterprises. (Jensen)
All in all, the seven children of Orange and Sally Risdon led interesting, enterprising, and successful lives. Each of their children
lived well into adulthood; six of the seven married and four produced grandchildren. At a time in history when one was considered to
have lived a full life at age 60, daughter Harriett lived to be 82 and Allen lived to be 64. Orange, Sr. himself, lived to be one month
short of 90 years old. It is quite likely Sally Newland Risdon lived to be 80. It can be said that the family genes come from good
stock!
To Conclude:
The Saline Area Historical Society holds extensive files relating to Orange Risdon, Sr., his survey work, his local and statewide
endeavors, and his children. Much has been written about this talented, incredible man. His surveys within Michigan covered much
of the state; he held unknown numbers of local positions including that of founder of the Village of Saline in 1832. At various times,
Risdon had several different businesses in Saline including that of selling and renting properties. He was a Mason since 1810 at age
24, and “each year thereafter, he advanced in degree. He continued working as a government surveyor until 1856. His maps
influenced settlers coming to Michigan. He was often consulted for advice and was generous in giving land for schools and
churches. At the time of his death, he had held the Knight’s Templar degree longer than any man in the U.S. He was a true pioneer,
generous in spirit, and helpful to all who came at a later date. He had a large funeral, with many mourners having come from various
out-of-town places." (Chapman)
http://www.ur.umich.edu/0001/Jan22_01/16.htm
Publicity for 1825 map encouraged settlement of southeast Michigan
Editor’s Note: Michigan became the 26th state Jan. 26, 1837.
by Joanne Nesbit, News and Information Services
In the 1800s, talk was that the Michigan Territory was “uninhabitable excepting on river and lake shores.” But advertising for a map
originated by Orange Risdon and marketed to those motivated to establish homes west of the Appalachian Mountains touted the
territory as “abounding in lands of the most fertile and healthy description” and that “the climate is particularly adapted to our eastern
constitution.”
Of the original 472 copies of Risdon’s 1825 Map of the Surveyed Part of the Territory of Michigan, only about 13 copies survive, and
two of those are at the University—one at the Clements Library and another at the Harlan Hatcher Graduate Library.
Risdon’s map was the first to show in precise detail the lands available in the southeastern portion of the future state. Like many of
the sectional maps of other developing territories published over the next half-century or more, Risdon’s work focused not just on
topographical or political details, but showed how the land was divided for settlement. This approach gave land seekers from the
Eastern states and abroad confidence to select land on which to reestablish their lives. The surveyed townships and sections were
clearly defined and numbered.

At the time of the map’s publication, the route to Detroit had been closed by winter weather. It was not until May 1826 that Risdon
announced the availability of his map in the Detroit Gazette.
“For many of the newly arriving settlers, exposure to the information contained in Risdon’s map probably came at a land agent’s or
lawyer’s office,” says Brian Dunnigan, curator of maps at the Clements Library. “Some of these were most likely in the form of one of
the ‘painted’ or varnished copies attached to rollers for display on a wall.”
Some of the copies were “made portable in a book” by being cut into 24 sections, mounted on linen and folded into covers. The
copy at the Clements is an example of a third option offered by Risdon—sold as a pair of sheets and then pasted together to form a
complete map.
Regardless of format, the Risdon map provided a wealth of new and very practical information about the southeastern portion of the
Michigan Territory. Lakes and streams, newly named and platted counties and towns, and the few roads that were beginning to
crisscross the land were rendered with great care. “Of particular importance and usefulness were the rows of section squares, each
carefully numbered, that march from the Ohio border to Saginaw Bay and from the Detroit River to the western edge of Washtenaw
County,” Dunnigan explains.
The squares of the newly surveyed counties are based on the system of land division devised for the Northwest Territory and used
to plat most of the American Midwest. They are uninterrupted except in the areas settled earlier by farmers of French-Canadian
descent. “Their long narrow, ribbon farms along the Raisin, Detroit and St. Clair rivers contrast with and disrupt the otherwise
monotonous pattern of squares,” Dunnigan notes.
Like the boundaries of their lands, however, Michigan’s French inhabitants were rapidly being engulfed by the settlers of the 1820s.
The wave of new arrivals also spelled the end for organized communities of Native Americans in southeastern Michigan. A series of
treaties already had extinguished their ownership of much of the land, and the remnants of territory still belonging to Michigan’s
original inhabitants are represented on Risdon’s map by scattered reserves.
Risdon’s map, Dunnigan adds, “captures a significant moment in the story of America’s westward movement and shows how the
territory appeared to the eyes of its new arrivals.”

Transit Lodge No. 363, Stafford
In October 1823, Transit Lodge No. 363, of Stafford was constituted, and its first Master was Dr. Samuel Butler, the Senior
Warden Edwin Foster and the Junior Warden Jacob Wade. Rev. Lucius Smith of St. James Church dedicated it when the Lodge
received their Charter in September of 1825. The lodge laid the cornerstone of the Episcopal Church there. The town also had an
Odd Fellows Lodge.

Jacob Wade, son of Daniel and Temperance Wade, was b. 25 Feb 1762; d. 15 (17?) Oct 1828

at Stafford; Genesee; NY; m.
Sarah Jones, born April 14, 1765; d. April 22, 1845. Jacob Wade sold his property in New Jersey and moved to Western New York.
In March, 1822, he resided at Stafford, NY.
Children:
1130. James J. Wade,
b. 23 Oct 1785.
1187. Jonathan Wade,
b. 05 Feb 1788.
1138. Moses Wade,
b. 02 Jul 1792; living in Stafford, NY, 16 Mar 1822; d. 20 Nov 1869 at Salt Lake City, UT.
1139. Henry Wade,
b. 01 Feb 1805, in Sangerfleld, NY; 1838 lived in Farmersville, Cattaraugus, NY.
1140. Magdalen Wade,
b. 15 Nov 1783: 1838 lived in Farmersville, Cattaraugus, NY.
1141. Oliver Wade,
b. 10 Dec 1794; d. in infancy.
1142. Oliver Wade.
b. 23 Apr 1802; d. age 22, unm. at Farmersville.
1143. Joanna Wade,
b. 01 Jan 1800.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nycattar/1879history/franklinville.html
The first duly authenticated body of this order organized within the limits of what is now the town of Franklinville was Cattaraugus
Lodge, No. 393, and the first notice or record that can be found would seem to indicate the formation of the lodge, and is as follows:
“Nov. 16, 1824, Cattaraugus Lodge, No. 393, convened at lodge-room at Franklinville. Present, Brother Jacob Wade, Past
Master, proceeded to install Brother Joseph McClure as Junior Warden, agreeable to the order of the Right Worthy Grand Master,
Joseph Enos, of the date of Oct. 23, 1824. Petitions received and put on file of Samuel McClure, of Franklinville; Solomon Curtis, of
Franklinville; James L. Bishop, of Farmersville.
“Brothers Thomas Morris, Elwin Seward, and Levi Peet were appointed a committee of inquiry. Lodge adjourned until two weeks
from this day, at two of the clock p.m.
“Nov. 30, 1824. – Lodge opened at lodge-room. Present, Joseph McClure, Thomas Morris, Ezekiel Flanders, Samuel Putnam,
Elam Seward, Levi Peet. They proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year, with the following result: Joseph McClure, Master;
Thomas Morris, S.W.; Levi Peet, J.W.; Elam Seward, Treas.; Samuel Putnam, Sec.; Ezekiel Flanders, J.D.; Edward Sales, Tyler.”
Its meetings were held in the lodge-room, in the McClure tavern, and the lodge increased in numbers, and continued to flourish
until about 1831, when it ceased work, owing to the great tidal wave of anti-Masonry which swept over the country at that time.
David McClure was Master at that time, and refused to surrender the charter.
The festival of St. John the Baptist was held here from June 24, 1825, publicly. Rev. Elias Going was Orator; Augustin F. Hayden,
Marshal of the day.
The Past Masters of the Cattaraugus Lodge were Joseph McClure, Thomas Morris, James L. Bishop, Pardon T. Jewell, Isaac
Searl, and David McClure, who was its last Worthy Master.
A charter for the Royal Arch Chapter was petitioned for and granted Dec. 30, 1825. Augustin F. Hayden was the first HighPriest.
In 1827, the first death occurred in the ranks of the Masonic fraternity, and all that was mortal of Edward Swales was borne to the

tomb with Masonic honors. He was buried on a knoll that is now on the highway to Farmerville Centre, between the residence of
William B. McGeorge and Evarts Russell.
On the 22d day of June, 1867, a charter was granted by the Grand Lodge, constituting Franklinville Lodge, No. 626, in the village
of Franklinville, naming David Phetteplace, Master; John Burlingame, S.W.; William A. Day, J.W. Its charter members were D.M.
Phettiplace, J. Burlingame, H.A. Harvey, P.T. Jewell, W .A. Day, H. Stillwell, H. Van Aernam, Allen Briggs, J.R. Salisbury, J.D.
Napier, Joseph Deibler, H.E. Green, Wm. Napier, Perry Willard, S.B. Robbins, L. E. Stillwell.
The Past Masters of Lodge No. 262 have been D.M. Phetteplace, P.T. Jewell, J. Burlingame, W.S. Hovey, and William M.
Benson.
The officers of 1878 are N.F. Weed, W. Master; John Burlingame, Senior Warden; H. Stillwell, Junior Warden; D.J. Graves,
Treasurer; J. R. Salisbury, Secretary; W. M. Benson, Chaplain; Edgar Cudeling, S.D.; Cyrus Case, J.D.; O.N. Latham, Tyler; O. A.
Spoor, S. Master of Ceremonies; S.B. Robbins, J. Master of Ceremonies.
They have at present 70 members. Their meetings are held in the Masonic Hall, on West Street.
Dr. Samuel Butler
http://books.google.com/books?id=3cwDAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA3PA231&dq=%22Samuel+S.+butler%22+%22vermont%22&cd=9#v=onepage&q=&f=false page 231.
OBITUARY NOTICE OF S. S. BUTLER, M. D.
BY W. R. HUTCHINSON, M. D.
Dr. Samuel S. Butler, descended from a line of respectable ancestors. He was the third son of Deacon Isaac Butler, and was born in
Whiting, Addison, Vt., 15 Mar 1787. The early part of the life of Dr. Butler was spent in agricultural employment under the eye of his
father, in the town of Fairfield, Franklin, VT, to which place he removed during the childhood of his son. With the usual advantage
derived from the common school and a short academic course he commenced the study of medicine under the instruction of his
brother Elizur Butler, a distinguished physician, and completed his study in the' office of Dr. Farnsworth, a skillful physician in the
town of Fairfield, VT. He attended medical lectures and having passed a successful examination, he received the degree of Dr. of
medicine at Burlington, Vt., in the fall of 1809. April 8th, 1810, he was married to Miss Sally Loomis, daughter of Elizer Loomis and
Elitha Burleigh, a respectable farmer of Georgia, Franklin, VT. June 1810 he commenced his active and responsible duties of
professional life in Eden, Lamoille, VT, and was immediately amongst the foremost of his profession. Intuitive sagacity supplied in
him the place of long experience, and boundless benevolence conciliated universal esteem. Remaining hi Eden about one year and
a-half he returned to Fairfield,VT, where he remained professionally one year. From Fairfield he removed to Berkshire where he
practiced medicine eight years. November 9th, 1814, his wife died, and in the language of another, to her
The voice at midnight came,
She started up to hear,
A mortal arrow pierced her frame,
She fell—but felt no fear.
One daughter was left to him by this marriage, Oresa by name, who is still living. His second marriage was to Mrs. Susan
I’Hommedieu, 19 Jan 1815, who survived him. Ten children resulted from this marriage seven sons and three daughters, of those
one died in infancy, four were educated as physicians and one a lawyer. There are now living but five. Lafayette E. Butler, M. D.,
died at Palmetto, Ga., November 30th, 1849, in the 23rd year of his age ; Cassius Butler, M. D., died at Mountain City, Colorado
Territory, June 11th, 1860, in the 32nd year of his age; Jay C. Butler, M. D., died at Waterloo, P. Q., April 8th, 1861, in the 41st year
of his age. From Berkshire he removed to Strafford, Genesee County, NY. Here he remained about six years and returned to
Berkshire, Vt., where he spent the remainder of his life in the active practice of medicine and surgery, until he became incapacitated
by the infirmity of age.
Dr. Butler confirmed his attention to no particular department of his profession but aimed at excellence in all. For his skill in operative
surgery he was highly respected, and during many years most of the surgical operations in the East part of Franklin County, were
performed by him. His success in obstetrics left him without a superior in that difficult branch of his profession.
To all his patients he was the same; flying with alacrity to every call, attending upon the poor and humble as zealously as on the
rich, and the stranger as readily as on the neighbor, discharging to all the duties of nurse and friend as well as of physician,
regardless of his own interest, as even of his own health, in his zeal to serve and to save others. Dr. Butler took a lively interest in
the Franklin County Medical Society. He was a diligent co-laborer, and many times its honored President, and is referred by the
memories of all.
Dr. Butler possessed a strong and reflecting mind and acute discernment. His character through life was one of unimpeached
integrity. He was charitable in his opinion of others, patient and forgiving under the severest trials. These qualities added to the
natural ease and suavity of his manner, which had been improved by intercourse with the world, caused his society to be much
sought, and to his family and friends rendered him a most interesting and instructive companion. His health was often interrupted by
severe attacks of asthma, to which he was subject for the last forty years of his life.
He met death with calmness and perfect resignation, in the eighty third year of his age, saying to me as I was standing by his bed,
“You see,” said he, “my work in this world is done, good bye.”
His beloved family will cherish with mournful pleasure the remembrance of his endearing affections and charities, and while the
recollection of his patient suffering, awakens all the sensibilities of grief it must be to them a subject of strong consolation and joy
that he is released from the trials of life and has rest in heaven.

http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/anti-masonry/morgan_notes.html
On Sunday September 10th (1827), Nicholas G. Chesebro, Master of a lodge in Canandaigua, and coroner for Ontario County,
obtained a warrant for Morgan’s arrest on a charge of stealing a shirt and cravat. Chesebro left Canandaigua with Constable
Holloway Hayward, as well as Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts and Joseph Scofield. At Avon they were joined by
innkeeper Asa Nowlan and storekeeper John Butterfield; at Le Roy they were joined by Ella G. Smith and others. James Ganson
joined the posse in Stafford. Dr. Samuel S. Butler proceeded them to Batavia to inform Nathan Follett and William Seaver, Master
of Batavia Lodge No 433, of their approach. Two miles from Batavia the posse was met by Butler who conveyed Seaver’s message
to not come on. They returned to Ganson’s Tavern to spend the night.
http://books.google.com/books?id=rRICAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA83&dq=%22Samuel+S.+butler%22+%22stafford%22&cd=10#v=onepag
e&q=%22Samuel%20S.%20butler%22%20%22stafford%22&f=false
It was no compliment to the city of Boston in having, September, 1850, the triennial meeting of the General Grand Royal Arch
Chapter and General Grand Encampment of the United States held there. And it may be said truly that it was dishonored by the
presence of Dr. Samuel S. Butler, a delegate from Vermont. When a resident in Stafford, NY, he took an early part in the abduction
of Morgan, and when a search for and a prosecution of the abductors commenced, he fled as others did to Vermont. Stone relates
that he was selected by the sheriff of Genesee county as foreman of the Grand Jury, and in that office directed the jury not to let
Masons suffer. He also states that he had sundry depositions from respectable gentlemen in Franklin county, VT, the place of the
Doctor's residence, that Dr. Butler had, in repeated conversations with Masons, admitted the murder of Morgan. "During an
intermission in the meeting of Mississqui Lodge, he stated that Morgan was killed, and that Colonel William King and two others,
whose names the deponent does not recollect, executed the penalty of his obligation, or words to that effect." And on another
occasion at Enosburgh, Vt., in reply to a question put to him by a brother Mason, whether he believed that Morgan was in fact
murdered, he said, "there was not the least doubt of it, and that he justly deserved death." He also checked Bruce, when about to
give him the particulars of the transaction, by saying to him; "Stop, if Morgan was dead it was enough." He also cautioned Bruce to
"say nothing about it to any person."
------Masonry seemed to have a rapid growth at this time with the addition of Perry’s Constellation Lodge No. 404 followed by
Arcade Lodge No. 419. Hesperus Lodge No. 837 (another word for Western Star) of Bergen is also an old lodge and although we
don’t know the date of origin, we do know that the Lodges in Bergen and Arcade both built buildings in 1902.
The Town of Pembroke had Allegany Lodge No. 225, located on Route 77, south of Corfu and one Master, Alanson T. Fisher,
is reported to have amassed the largest fortune of anyone in the Town of Darien. Pembroke had a Knights Templar organization
prior to 1890 with a Templar Hall at Indian Falls, built of material from the mines located there and was replaced less than five years
ago by a modern home. As for exact age of the building we find only that the plaster company was in operation in 1876 and that, my
wife Ruth Lamkin’s grandfather and great-grandfather were members of the Knights Templar with the older man dying in 1890.
http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/genesee/1890-fisher-at.htm
Alanson T. Fisher, son of Lillie, was born in Boonville, NY, 20 Sep 1800. His father came from Boonville to the Holland Purchase,
in Alexander, in 1804, and settled on what is still known as the "Lillie Fisher farm." There he spent the remainder of his long life and
died at the age of 98. He was a man of influence and highly respected, was a leader in the Masonic order, held the honorable
position of Master of the lodge, and was buried with Masonic honors. Alanson T. Fisher, 27 Feb 1844, married Sophia Monroe, of
Batavia, who was born 4 Nov 1815. He settled at Darien Center, where he remained until his death, 6 Mar 1886. Mr. Fisher was a
man of great, financial ability, and his great diversity of business (stage driver and proprietor, hotelkeeper, merchant, dealer in
livestock, and town officer) was managed with consummate skill and success. He was clear-headed, far-sighted, and amassed the
largest fortune of any one in Darien. As a man he was honorable, a fair dealer, a reliable citizen, and a kind neighbor. Charles M.,
only son of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher, was born 28 Nov 1845, married Alice M. Granniss, 1 Aug 1866, and their children are Monroe L.,
who married Clara Harrington, and Canton G.
Batavia Lodge No. 433, organized in 1824, in St. James Church, held meetings in the Eagle Hotel until it burned in 1833. They
surrendered that Charter in 1839 and it wasn’t able to renew until 1842. The Morgan Affair disrupted Masonry in the city for 16
years. Pavilion Lodge apparently managed to last at least until 1882 when the Equitable Aid Union held meetings in the Lodge
building on the second and fourth Fridays.
An example of the enthusiasm for Masonry, in the towns of Caryville and Oakfield, masons in both towns petitioned to Batavia
Lodge for permission to start lodges within a three-month period. Both were denied. The Town of Caryville was named for Col Alfred
Cary an early settler who founded Cary Collegiate Seminary there. Another relative of mine attended that school which lasted into
this century and I remember one of its buildings next to the Episcopal Church. Cary Seminary had degrees of D.D. and LL.D. with
most of his instructors having a D.D. Charles W. Stickle became Master of Batavia’s Lodge and also the superintendent of East
Pembroke’s Rural Seminary.
In Le Roy, Dr. William Sheldon the Town’s Supervisor, and others including Orator H. Kendall succeeded in having Olive
Branch Lodge No. 39 removed to Attica. At its second meeting in LeRoy, under Lucius Parks in February 1847, it had its first
candidate. Worshipful Brother Parks, Master of Olive Branch No. 39, was followed by R.’.W.’. John H. Anderson, who served as
Master for 13 years and raised 228 new members during that length of time. He was District Deputy Grand Master for six years
serving Genesee, Wyoming, Monroe, Orleans and Livingston Counties; Phoenix Lodge No. 115 in Dansville still is in existence
today. Anderson held the offices of Junior Grand Warden, Grand Steward, and Deputy Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of the
State of New York. He was also Assistant Grand Lecturer and first High Priest of Le Roy Chapter No. 183 of the Royal Arch
Masons, the first Generalissimo of Batavia Encampment Knights Templar and Sovereign Grand Inspector of 33rd Degree, in the
Scottish Rite. In 1988 Olive Branch Lodge No. 39 celebrated its 175th Anniversary. Rev. Pierre Cushing, Rector of St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church, and W. P. Simpson both belonged to Batavia’s Knights Templar.

Batavia Lodge No. 433 renewed again in 1842, held meetings at Orange T. Fargo’s Tavern, just inside the Alexander township
line on the road toward the Village (Route 98) for 18 months and then moved to a cobblestone building in Alexander. As it seemed
rather unwarranted to have two lodges in that village, Batavia Lodge No. 433 again surrendered their Charter in 1847 and their
members joined Fishers Lodge No. 212. After about a year the Lodge moved into the new I.O.O.F. building in Batavia at the
corner of Main and Jackson Streets, until April 5, 1859. Dissension between the members of the Lodge had mounted to the point
that every candidate petitioning for membership was being rejected and on April 5, 1859 they turned in their Warrant. Four days
later, April 9, 1859 they reorganized as Batavia Lodge No. 475, receiving their Charter on July 4, 1859 and is still in existence
today.
Today’s Attica Lodge No. 462 is older than Batavia Lodge No. 475 as is Varysburg West Star Lodge No. 413. The towns of
Warsaw and Castile had lodges before the Morgan disruption and today Warsaw Lodge No. 549 and Oakland Lodge No. 379 of
Castile are in operation. The only places we know without Masonic Lodges were Alabama and Elba. These lodges made up one
District of our Grand Lodge, just as they were part of one-county until May 14, 1841. When the southern part of the Genesee County
became Wyoming County and the Genesee-Wyoming District was formed by Grand Lodge, other lodges were added to the new
district, which were also very old.

Akron Lodge No. 527, just outside Genesee County limits with several of its Past Masters and many of its members living in
Erie County petitioned in January 1862 to form a new lodge. They received their dispensation on August 21, 1862 and their Charter
on June 5, 1863. The Lodges first Worshipful Master was the Seneca Indian Chief Ely Samuel Parker who served two years.
Akron Lodge, No. 427.—M. W. John J. Crane, Grand Master, issued his dispensation in 1863, sanctioning the formation of a lodge
in Akron, Erie county; and at the June session of the Grand Lodge, in the same year, the brethren who had heretofore worked under
that dispensation received a warrant. The lodge was therefore registered as Akron Lodge No. 527 on the rolls of the Grand Lodge.
Brother Ely S. Parker, an Indian of the Tonawanda reservation, who was its first Master, was in Chicago at the time of the Masonic
Convention, held September 13th and 14th, 1859. The convention met for the purpose of discussing the feasibility of forming a
General Grand Lodge of the United States. At the banquet given at the close of the convention, Brother Parker was present, and by
invitation, responded to the toast, "The universality of Masonry." His remarks were listened to with close attention and when the
Brother spoke with sadness of his disappearing race he left a deep impression on his hearers.
The names of the officers contained in the warrant are: Ely S. Parker, Master; W. N. Hoag, Senior Warden, and Stephen G. Hill,
Junior Warden. The following are the names of brethren who have occupied the station of Master of the lodge for the term opposite
to their respective names:
Ely S. Parker, 1863;
W. N. Hoag, 1864, '65, '66, '67, '68, '75;
Henry Lapp, 1869, '70 and '76;
William L. Paxon, 1871;
LeGrand Goslin, 1872;

R. S. Tabor, 1873;
Jacob Klicker, 1874;
William T. Magoffin, 1877, '80, '82, '83;
Charles A. Clark, 1878, '79;
Wilson P. Hoag, 1881.

On 1 May 1883, the lodge numbered sixty-one members.
http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/masonicmuseum/civil_war_fdcs_masonic.htm
Brigadier General Ely S. Parker, U.S. Army - A Seneca Chief, he entered the Union Army as a Captain of Engineers, until General
Grant made him his secretary. At the Appomattox surrender on April 6, 1865 he wrote out the engrossed copy of the surrender
terms. Subsequently he was promoted to Brig. Gen. of Volunteers as of that date. Founder and First Master of Miner's Lodge No.
273 Galena, Illinois. First Master of Akron Lodge No. 527, Akron, NY, R.A.M., K.T. in Monroe Commandery No. 18, Rochester, NY.
http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/genesee/long-j.htm
John Long, Pembroke, NY, was born in the township of Darien, 12 Jan 1837, received his education in the common schools and is
one of the town's best farmers. He was married twice; first to Permelia J. Retnsen of Pembroke, who died in March, 1860, and
second, on 16 Jan 1862, to Mary Ann Sturtevant of Newstead; they had three children: Edwin J., who was drowned 9 Jun 1888;
Carrie E., who married George Burdett of Elba, NY, and have three sons: Ralph J., Ellis and Fay. Hazel E. is their youngest
daughter and attends school. Mr. Long's father, Edward Long, was born in Washington county, NY, in the year 1809, and came to
Pembroke when a young man. He married Betsey Ann Briggs of Rensselaer county, and six children were born to them: Martha,
John, Sterling, David, Charles W . and Edwin. Mr. Long died in 1889 and his wife in 1872. Mrs. Long's father, Alfred Sturtevant, was
born in Vermont in the year 1812, and came to this State with his parents when a boy, where he attended the district schools and
became an efficient teacher and farmer. He married Hannah Wortendyke of this State, and they had four children: Cecelia E.. Mary
Ann, Emogene and Josephine (twins). Mr. Sturtevant died in November, 1881 and his widow in September 1892. In his political
choice he is a staunch Democrat. He is a member of Akron Lodge No. 527, F. & A. M.
Batavia Commandery No. 34, Knights Templar, was organized on September 27, 1865 and is still going strong.
In 1826, before the Morgan Affair, there were 360 lodges in New York State with 22,000 members, but during the next ten years
the total had dropped to 75 lodges with only 4,000 members.
-------

“History of Wyoming County, N.Y., with illustrations, biographical sketches,” page 285.
http://books.google.com/books?id=dKNBAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA285&dq=%22west+star+lodge+no.+205%22&cd=1#v=onepage&q=%2
2west%20star%20lodge%20no.%20205%22&f=false

LODGE HISTORIES
Olive Branch Lodge, No. 39, F.& A. M.—In October, 1813, John W. Brownson, Almon Stevens, Chauncey L. Sheldon, Zerah
Tanner, Samuel Hough, W illiam Knapp, jr., Daniel W hite, Gurdin Miller, Alanson Curtiss, Adial Sherwood, Ebenezer Tumi, Salmon
Preston, Seth Porter, Russell Noble, Gideon Jenkins, M. Evans Chester, James Ganson, Jacob Cook, Nathaniel Beecher and
Aaron Wing petitioned the grand lodge for a dispensation or warrant for a lodge, to be located in the town of Warsaw, Genesee
county, to be called Olive Branch Lodge, which petition was recommended by West Star Lodge, No. 205, at Sheldon.
De VVitt Clinton, then grand master, on March 15th. 1814, granted them a dispensation for eighteen months, naming Samuel Hough
as master, Zerah Tanner as senior warden, and Chauncey L. Sheldon as junior warden. On the 9lh day of June, 1815, a warrant
was granted by the grand lodge to the said Olive Branch Lodge, numbered 244. This warrant was surrendered to the grand lodge in
1819; but afterward, on the petition of Samuel Hough, Daniel Knapp, James Webster, Jonas Cutting, Zerah Tanner, Nathan P. Lee,
Calvin Rumsey and Chauncey L. Sheldon, recommended by West Star Lodge, No. 205, was restored by the grand lodge December
i4th, 1823, with Daniel Knapp as master, Jonas Cutting as senior warden, and Calvin Rumsey as junior warden. The average
membership was about 20. For a considerable length of time after the lodge commenced business it was retarded in its labors from
the want of a convenient place at which to hold its meetings. During the summer of 1826 the lodge, in connection with Western
Luminary Chapter, No. 89, procured a suitable hall, but soon after it ceased to exist.
Gazetteer and biographical record of Genesee County, N.Y., 1788-1890,” by Vose, J.W., and Co. page 233.
http://books.google.com/books?id=M6rvxpaD9S0C&pg=RA2-PA235&lpg=RA2PA235&dq=%22Batavia+Lodge+No.+475%22&source=bl&ots=MQlcirJlig&sig=VA3swuvb4q4TRO93jjJRCTznSaU&hl=en&ei=_JplS
4ewO8OW8Ab5uuGgAw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=9&ved=0CBgQ6AEwCA#v=onepage&q=%22Batavia%20Lodge
%20No.%20475%22&f=false
Olive Branch Lodge, No. 39, was chartered in 1811, and held its first meeting May 11th at the public tavern of William Keyes. The
first master was Ezra Piatt; senior warden, Richard Smith; secretary, I. Babcock, who acted as such for four years. Richard Smith
acted in the capacity of warden three years. L. Foster was warden in 1814 and master in 1815. Blanchard Powers was master in
1816-17, J. Z. Ross in 1818, and Powers again in 1819-20, when sessions were held at his house in Bethany. The meetings in
Batavia were generally held at the taverns, for want of regular lodge rooms, and after holding two meetings at Keyes tavern an
arrangement was made with Aaron Van Cleve, sheriff and landlord at the court-house, for their meetings in his tavern. On
September 2, 1811, a plat of ground was bought by the trustees of the school district, acting in conjunction with the Free Masons,
the sum of $5 being paid for the same. The location was on lot 32, north side of Main street, on the corner of an alley, and contained
1,500 feet of ground, being where 315 Main corner of Ross streets now is. This was sold by Nathan Rumsey, conditioned upon
there being a two-story brick building erected on the site within one and a half years, the lower portion to be occupied as a school,
the upper portion for lodge uses. The Masons subscribed funds toward the erection of the building (as was understood). The War of
1812 prevented the completion of the building until the winter of 1813-14, when it was finished and ready for occupancy. The first
meeting in their new rooms was held February 28, 1814, and subsequent meetings were continued there until 1816, when they tired
of the location and tried to sell their interests to the school trustees, but failed. Other meetings continued to be held at the taverns
until about 1819, when trouble arose among its members and the lodge was removed, and meetings were held at Bethany in
Powers's and Huggins's houses and C. J. Lincoln's inn. From Bethany it was moved to Le Roy, where it is now located.
A new lodge was again formed in 1824, called "Batavia Lodge, No. 433," and a charter was granted that year. It was installed
December, 13, 1825, at St. James's Church. William Seaver was the presiding officer for 10 years, and Blanchard Powers, senior
warden. Richard Dibble was junior warden, and Richard Smith, secretary and treasurer. Meetings were held at Bissell Humphrey's
"Eagle tavern" until it was burnt in 1833, and in 1839 the warrant was surrendered. The Morgan excitement, beginning in 1826,
interfered seriously with the cause of Free Masonry, and for 16 years, or until 1842, meetings were held only at rare intervals. In
1842 the charter was revived, and for 18 months the lodge met at O. T. Fargo's tavern, midway between Batavia and Alexander.
Ebenezer Mix was master for three years, Joel Allen two years, and G. B. Shepard one year. D. M. Seaver was junior warden, and
H. Humphrey, treasurer. In January, 1844, they moved from Fargo's tavern to the "Cobble-stone block," and held regular meetings
until 1847, when the charter was again surrendered. In the course of a year or so a new lodge, No. 88, was formed, but did not long
survive. The records of this lodge were destroyed by fire, so names of officers cannot be given. In the winter of 1850-51 the
fraternity again organized under the name of "Fisher's Lodge, No. 212" (named after Lillie Fisher, a very early settler of Alexander).
They met for about one year at the old lodge rooms in the "Cobble-stone block." For masters until 1859 (when its charter was
surrendered) there were Cyrus Pond, Horace M. Warren, E. C. Dibble, K. Ferren, Gad Worthington, and S. A. Wilson. H. T. Cross
was treasurer for a few years, and John Eager and D. Seaver, secretaries. Meetings were also held at the corner of Main and
Jackson streets, in the new hall occupied by the Odd Fellows.
In 1859 the charter of this lodge was surrendered, and what remained of Fisher's Lodge was reorganized April 7th into "Batavia
Lodge, No. 475," the charter being granted July 4th. In 1860 or 1861 the Masonic fraternity desired more independent quarters, and
they leased rooms in the Champion block, owned by Joseph C. Wilson. Again, in 1865, it was decided to make another change, and
a spacious series of apartments were leased on the corner of Main and State streets, and about $2,000 expended in fitting up the
same. The dedication of these rooms was the occasion of drawing together a large assemblage of the fraternity from all parts of the
county, lodges from Le Roy, Canandaigua, Pembroke, and Akron being represented. A delegation of Knights Templars from Buffalo
Commandery, led by Captain Lockwood, and another from Pen Van, by Hon. Darius A. Ogden, in full regalia, gave splendid effect to
the scene. The dedication was made by John L. Lewis, P. G. M., who delivered a brief address to the fraternity and citizens
assembled in the park. The brethren, accompanied by the ladies, passed from labor to refreshment in the dining-room of the lodge.
The meetings are now held in elegant rooms in the Walker block, which were dedicated in 1880. The officers are as follows: A.

Hays, W . M.; B. F. Showerman, S. W., George E. Perrin, J. W.; Wilber Smith, treasurer; Charles W. Stickle; secretary; W. D.
Sanford, S. D.; A. W. Tyler, J. D.; S. E. North, S. M. C; A. J. McWain, J. M. C; H. S. Morse, organist; and W. H. Brown, tiler.
Batavia Commandery, No. 34, K. T., was organized September 27, 1865, with the following officers: W. D. Sanford, E. C; A. W.
Caney, G.; W . P. Simpson. C. G.; Rev. Pierre Cushing, prelate; F. M. Jameson, rec; I. D. Southworth, treasurer; A. Hays, S. W.; A.
J. McWain, J. W .; A.T. Miller, W.; John M. Kurtz, standard bearer; C. B. Austin, sword bearer; H. S. Morse, organist; W. H. Brown,
sentinel. The present officers are: W. D. Sanford, E. C; A. W. Caney, G; W. P. Simpson, C. G.; I. D. Southworth, treasurer; F. M.
Jameson, recorder; Charles Pratt, trustee; Alexander Hays, S. W.; A. J. McWain, J. W.; A. T. Miller, T; John F. Kurtz, standard
bearer; C. B. Austin, sword bearer; W. H. Brown, S.; J. M. Hamilton, Andrew Hiller, and E. N. Stone, guards.
Western Star Chapter, No. 35, R. A. M., was organized March 29, 1813. The officers of the chapter are A. W. Caney, H. P.;
Alexander Hays, K.; George P. Bowen, S.; F. M. Jameson, secretary; E. N. Stone, treasurer; A. J. McWain, C. of H.; C. B. Austin, P.
S.; George E. Perrin, R. A. C; Andrew Hiller, 3d V.; Dr. H. A. Morse, 2d V.; A. T. Miller, 1st V.; VV. H. Brown, tiler.

OLIVE BRANCH LODGE, NO. 39, LEROY, N. Y.
WARRANT: May 20, 1811. Original is in possession of the Lodge; it is signed by DE W ITT CLINTON, Grand Master.
CHARTER MEMBERS.
Ezra Platt
Richard Smith
Lemuel Foster
John G. Ross
William Rumsey.
Isaiah Babcock.

George Passick.
Luther Butler.
Alexander Rea.
Isaac Maish.
Othnel Field.
Fred A. Curtiss.

Siba Brainard.
Isaac Lincoln.
Batanon Fisk.
Jason Munn.
M. B. Eames.

Solomon Lathrop.
Edmond Tracy.
Samuel Peck.
James Olcott.
Blanchard Powers.

The first number was 215, which it retained until 1839, when it became number 39.
The Lodge was organized in 1811, and worked for a time under a dispensation dated December 27, 1811, granted by DE WITT
CLINTON, Grand Master. It was located first at Batavia, where it remained until 1821, when it moved to Bethany, remaining here
until 1845, when it moved to Attica. In 1847 it again moved to its present location, Leroy.
MINUTES: Complete from organization, with a few slight exceptions.
Within the territory originally included in the jurisdiction of Olive Branch Lodge, four other Lodges have been organized: In 1815,
Leroy Lodge, No. 260; in 1816, Allegany Lodge, No. 277, at Pembrook, and Rising Star Lodge, No. 317, at Attica; in 1859,
Batavia Lodge, No. 475, at Batavia; all of which are now extinct except Batavia Lodge, No. 475.
The Lodge has had an unbroken existence since its organization. Even during the period of the Morgan persecution, which so
severely tested the devotion of Masons, especially in the western part of the State, the members of Olive Branch Lodge faithfully
attended to their duty by meeting as regularly as possible. Nine meetings were held in 1828, ten in 1829, nine in 1830, three in
1831, and one in 1832. Two candidates were raised in 1831.
On July 4, 1826, the Lodge assisted at the ceremonies attending the laying of the corner stone of the Baptist Church at Bethany.
The same year it laid the corner stone of a building called the "Round House," intended for the use of the Lodge, but the Morgan
episode prevented.
It was not until 1847 that it secured accommodations in this building. On June 27, 1870, the Lodge held its semi-centennial, in which
it was joined by delegations from several Lodges in its immediate vicinity.
As a fitting mark of respect for the memory of its first Master, EZRA PLATT, a procession was formed which marched to his grave,
where they formed a hollow square, and after a few appropriate remarks had been made by R.'. W.'. JOHN R. ANDERSON, each
brother was permitted to deposit an evergreen sprig upon the grave in loving remembrance of their first Master.
Following these exercises an address was delivered by R.'. W.'. Br . ANDERSON; the services concluded with a banquet.
GRAND LODGE OFFICERS.
H. H. Falkner, District Deputy Grand Master, 1892.
William F. Huyck, District Deputy Grand Master, 1899.
John R. Anderson, District Deputy Grand Master, 1860, and Junior Grand Warden, 1865, 1866.
Rev. Pierre Cushing, Grand Chaplain, 1901-1903.
PAST MASTERS.
1811. Ezra Platt.
1812. Richard Smith.
1813. Richard Smith.
1814. Richard Smith.
1815. Lemuel Foster.
1816. Blanchard Powers.
1817. Blanchard Powers.
1818. John Z. Ross.
1819. Blanchard Powers.
1820. Blanchard Powers.
1821. Abner Ashley.
1822. Uriel Spencer.
1823. Uriel Spencer.
1824. Jonathan Grigg.
1825. Jonathan Grigg.

1826. Jonathan Grigg.
1827. John W ilson.
1828. Blanchard Powers.
1829. Calvin Barnes.
1830. Jonathan Grigg.
1831. G. W. Webb.
1832. Oliver French.
1833. Blanchard Powers.
1834. G. W. Webb.
1835. G. W. Webb.
1836. G. W. Webb.
1837. Samuel Curtiss.
1838. Samuel Curtiss.
1839. Samuel Curtiss.
1840. Samuel Curtiss.

1841. Blanchard Powers.
1842. Blanchard Powers.
1843. C. W . Northrup.
1844. Lucius Park.
1845. S. W. Curtiss.
1846. Blanchard Powers.
1847. S. W. Curtiss.
1848. Lucius Park.
1849. Lucius Park.
1850. Ezra Curtiss.
1851. Ezra Curtiss.
1852. Lucius Park.
1853. G. W. Butterfield.
1854. Lucius Park.
1855. Lucius Park.

1856. Lucius Park.
1857. John R. Anderson.
1858. John R. Anderson.
1859. John R. Anderson.
1860. John R. Anderson.
1861. John R. Anderson.
1862. John R. Anderson.
1863. John R. Anderson.
1864. John R. Anderson.
1865. John R. Anderson.
1866. John R. Anderson.
1867. John R. Anderson.
1868. John R. Anderson.
1869. W. S. Brown.
1870. W. S. Brown.

1871. W. S. Brown.
1872. W. S. Brown.
1873. W. S. Brown.
1874. A. L. Casway.
1875. A. L. Casway.
1876. John R. Anderson.
1877. H. Moody.
1878. H. Moody.
1879. D. J. Bissell.

1880. D. J. Bissell.
1881. H. Moody.
1882. H. Moody.
1883. A. L. Casway.
1884. A. L. Casway.
1885. Scott W. Skinner.
1886. Scott W. Skinner.
1887. Scott W. Skinner.
1888. E. L. Bishop.

1889. E. L. Bishop.
1890. H. H. Falkner.
1891. H. H. Falkner.
1892. H. H. Falkner.
1893. H. H. Falkner.
1894. Pierre Cushing.
1895. Pierre Cushing.
1896. W illiam F. Huyck.
1897. W illiam F. Huyck.

1898. L. W. Steuber.
1899. L. W. Steuber.
1900. L. W. Steuber.
1901. L. W. Steuber.
1902. L. W. Steuber.
1903. S. F. Curtiss.

The present Master has been a member of the Lodge fifty-six years.
http://www.newspaperabstracts.com/link.php?action=detail&id=17950
Lemuel Foster
August 27 1824 - Batavia
Another Patriot gone---DIED, at Elba, on the morning of the 25th inst., LEMUEL FOSTER, Esq. in the 61st year of his age, the
youngest of 16 sons all of whom together with father, served in the armies of the American Revolution; and the amount of their
united services was sixty one years. Judge Foster was beloved and revered as a parent and husband--universally respected and
honored as a citizen, having for a long period discharged with fidelity and distinguished credit various offices of public life; and the
crowning excellency of his character was, that all who knew him will say he was an exemplary and consistent Christian. He endured
the ravages of disease on a firm constitution, with the most exemplary patience--enjoying till his last the steady exercise of his
reason, and, sensible of his approaching dissolution, he expressed to his attending friends a firm and unwavering hope of
everlasting life, through the merits of that Saviour in whom he believed. A widow and 12 surviving children are deeply bereaved by
this dispensation of Providence, and society at large will sensibly feel his loss. "Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the
end of that man is peace."
Foster Genealogy: page 935.
http://books.google.com/books?id=PolMAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA935&lpg=PA935&dq=%22Lemuel+Foster%22+%22batavia%22&sourc
e=bl&ots=haDphihjEY&sig=lWFnsddgmNwBMWF1VoqQEC_uiIQ&hl=en&ei=y6qcSZnxIozAMYiO0JIF&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnu
m=7&ct=result
LEMUEL FOSTER (Timothy, Timothy, Timothy. Edward, Timothy), b. Dudley, Mass., April 30, 1764; m. there, June 7, 1789, Dolly
Davis. She d. Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1849. He d. in Elba, N. Y., Aug. 27, 1827. Res., Dudley, Mass.. and Batavia, N. Y.
i. EDEN,
a very prominent citizen in Batavia, N. Y. Clinton, James, and Fannie, his children, resided in Fort Branch, Ind.
ii. LEMUEL, b. 1797; m. Abi Fenn.
iii. AMASA, b. June 4, 1796; m. Jane Braselton.
Ezra Platt was born in 1764 in Danbury, CT, and came into the settlement from Canandaigua in 1801-02. It was about the same
period that Richard M. Stoddard accompanied him. He had married the daughter of Dudley Saltonstall. In May, 1801, Joseph
Ellicott, acting as the special agent of Messrs. Le Roy and Bayard, employed Mr. Stoddard to survey the Triangular tract, giving
minute directions, especially as to the laying off of 500 acres at "Buttermilk Falls." This same tract of 500 acres was in 1802 bought
by Platt and Stoddard, which is now all covered by the village of Le Roy. The interest of Saltonstall in the purchase was sold to Ezra
Platt, and Stoddard and Platt formed a co-partnership and erected on the Oatka the first grist-mill west of the Genesee River. Mr.
Platt was a popular and influential man in the rising community, and took a leading part in its improvement. He donated to the public
the land for the park, christened by the Rev. Dr. Samuel Hanson Cox "Trigon," from its triangular shape, and built at his own
expense a frame school house on the site of the present Methodist parsonage. He was a lay reader in the Sunday services held in
the school house before a church was organized. In his church relations he was an Episcopalian, and the first Episcopal baptism
was of a child of his, by the Rev. Davenport Phelps, who was the first officiating minister of this church this side of the Genesee
River.
Judge Platt was the first to receive the appointment of judge in the new Genesee County, from Governor Tompkins, and
appointed with him were Judges John H. Jones and Benjamin Ellicott. Ezra Platt's original commission for judge is now in the
possession of Walter H. Smith, a lawyer, of Le Roy. He died at an early age, in 1811.
Ezra married (1) Lois Baldwin.
Ezra married (2) Margaret Bunnell.
They had the following children:
i
Lois (Wolcott) Platt.
ii
Nancy Platt.
iii
Daughter.
iv
Daughter.
v
Oliver Platt.
Uriel Spencer
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohfulton/descbayes/d3.htm

vi
vii
viii
ix

Ira Platt.
James Ezra Platt died in LeRoy, NY.
Elijah Platt died in Le Roy, NY.
George Platt died in Le Roy, NY.

Fredonia Lodge No. 246, Murray, New York
Chartered 8 Sep 1815
Murray was first settled around 1809. The Town of Murray was established in 1808 before the formation of Orleans County in 1824,
while still part of Genesee County. Later, Murray was reduced by the creation of new towns: Sweden (1813, now in Monroe County),
Clarkson (1819, now in Monroe County), and Kendall (1837). In 1850, the community of Holley incorporated, setting itself off from
the town.
http://books.google.com/books?id=8CYVAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA161&lpg=PA161&dq=%22fredonia+lodge+no.+246%22&source=bl&ots
=iOtrTpnhbY&sig=ebVp8f8CxGjlaq0Wd6NC6EJWwj0&hl=en&ei=ZpNpS_XDG47e8Qbrl5G6Bw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&re
snum=1&ved=0CAcQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=%22fredonia%20lodge%20no.%20246%22&f=false page 161,
On the 20th day of February, 1812, a petition was addressed to the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, asking that a warrant be
granted for a Masonic lodge in the town of Murray, and on the 3d of June following, the petition with a recommendation of Genesee
Lodge No. 130 was read at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge and referred to the grand officers. On June 12 a
dispensation was granted to the petitioners under the name of Fredonia Lodge No. 246, under which it continued to work until
September, 8, 1815, when a warrant was granted to the lodge. For some years its meetings were held at the house of Abel Baldwin,
in the present town of Clarkson, Monroe county, which was then a part of Murray. On July 13, 1820, a resolution was passed by the
lodge to remove from Clarkson to Sandy Creek, in the present county of Orleans, and on the 6th of September, 1820, the following
is recorded in Grand Lodge records:
“Communication from Fredonia Lodge No. 246, stating that by a division of the town of Murray, that part of the township in which the
lodge was held had become the town of Clarkson, and praying for leave to remove from the said town of Clarkson, the present place
of its meetings, to the village of Sandy Creek, in the said town of Murray, was read and leave granted accordingly."
The last return made to the Grand Lodge was in December, 1822, and at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge in June,
1833, the warrant was ordered to be taken up, thus ending the existence of Fredonia Lodge 246. The warrant was probably lost in
the exciting times of 1826 to 1833. The following persons were masters of this lodge: 1816, Arnold Markham; 1817, Adney Penfield;
1818, Aretas Haskell; 1816 to 1821, Elijah W. Wood; 1822, Solomon C. Wright.
Under date of Ridge way, county of Genesee, and State of New York, November 2, A. L., 5815, a petition was sent to the Grand
Lodge for a lodge in that town to be called Alluvion Lodge. The petitioners recommended Oliver Booth, 2d, to be the first master;
William White, senior warden; and David Hooker, junior warden of the new lodge. The signatures to this petition, besides those of
the above named officers, were:
Nehemiah Gardner, Ray Marsh, James Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Ira W ebb, all of Ridgeway; James Mather, Jesse Beach, Giles
Slater, Paul S. Brown, William Perry, Elliott Bassett, all of Gaines; Joseph Hart, Artemus Houghton of Barre.
The petition was endorsed by a certificate signed by the officers of Fredonia Lodge. On March 12, 1816, a warrant was issued by
the Grand Lodge to Alluvion Lodge No. 257, and the first lodge meeting was probably held July 10, 1816. The officers of this lodge,
as far as their names are obtainable, were as follows for the years 1816 to 1824, inclusive, excepting the year 1822, the names
given in the order of the years:
Oliver Booth, 2d (three years), Elijah Hawley, David Hooker, John Lewis, Edward Arnold, William Hughes, Masters; William White
(three years), David Hooker John Ripley, Alexander Coon, senior wardens; David Hooker (two years), Oliver R. Bennett, Alexander
Coon, John Lewis, Noel Potter, junior wardens; James Mather (1818), Jeremiah Brown, Amos Barrett (two years), treasurers;
James Brown, Horace Church, Nirum Allen, Cotton Nash, Jeremiah Brown, Samuel Tappan, secretaries.
The meetings for the first few years were held at Murdock's Tavern, just west of Murdock's Corners, and afterward at the hotel at
Ridgeway Corners. It is also probable that the lodge held meetings at other places in the town, and during the Morgan excitement
some meetings were held at the houses of the brethren. The first person initiated in this lodge was Zerah Webb, of Ridgeway,
August I, 1816. Alexander Coon was initiated September 5, 1816 ; Cornelius Ashton, January 30. 1817; Amos Barrett, March u,
1819. Others who were initiated in this lodge were Israel Murdock, Seymour B. Murdock, and Aaron Parker. The lodge was seldom
represented at the Grand Lodge. From the by-laws of this old lodge, which are in possession of Mr. Newell, it is learned that every
candidate paid for initiation $6; for passing the degree of fellowcraft, $4; and for raising to the degree of master Mason, $4. That no
officer except the tiler received compensation for his services. That each member, excepting the treasurer, secretary, stewards and
tiler, paid twelve and a half cents at each regular communication, in addition to the quarterly dues required by the constitution. That
visiting brethren, after the first visit, paid a like sum. That the tiler received $1 per evening and fifty cents from each candidate
initiated, and was subject to fines for neglect of duty or absence. On the 27th of December, 1823, there were ninety-four members in
good standing.
From the membership of Alluvion Lodge sprang Niagara Felicity Lodge No. 375, at Wilson; Morning Sun Lodge No. 377, at
Middleport, and Hartland Lodge No. 443, at Hartland, all of which disappeared in the Morgan excitement.
In March 1819, a petition was signed and sent to the Grand Lodge, asking for the grant of a warrant to form a lodge to be known as
De Witt Clinton Lodge, to be held in the town of Gaines, with John Lee, as master; Ithamar Hebard, senior warden, and Asahel Lee
as junior warden, which was recommended by Alluvion Lodge by resolution passed March u, 1819. The petitioners finding that the
fee for a charter was more than they had supposed, withdrew the petition before it was acted upon by the Grand Lodge.
Another petition was, however, drawn June 15, 1820, recommended by Alluvion Lodge No. 257, August 17, 1820, and on
November 22, 1820, a warrant was granted by the Grand Lodge to John Lee, master; Oliver Booth, 2d, senior warden, and Asahel
Lee, junior warden, to hold a lodge in the town of Gaines, in the county of Genesee, by the name of Genesee Union Lodge No. 332,
for which the fee was $75. The meetings were held in the house of Pardon Macomber, in the village of Gaines. The officers of this
lodge, as far as obtainable, from 1820 to 1824 inclusive, were:
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Masters, John Lee, Asahel Lee; the senior wardens, Oliver Booth, 2d, and Elisha Blount; the junior wardens, Asahel Lee, Nathan
Whitney, and Simeon Dutcher; the treasurers, W illiam Perry and John Proctor; the secretaries, James Mather, Hawkins, and Oliver
Booth.
The last return from this lodge on file with the Grand Lodge was made to June, 1827, and its charter was forfeited in 1834, for failure
to pay Grand Lodge dues.
The next lodge in what is now Orleans county was Charity Lodge No. 376, the petition for which was dated March 25, 1824
Alluvion Lodge gave its consent May 6, 1824, and Genesee Union Lodge May 13, 1824. On June 4, 1824, a warrant was granted by
the Grand Lodge to Jacob S. Flint, master; Charles Lee, senior warden; and John A. Buckland, junior warden, to hold a lodge in the
town of Barre, by the name of Charity Lodge No. 376. The record book of this lodge is now in possession of Renovation Lodge No.
97. It shows that the following were the first officers of Charity Lodge:
Jacob S. Flint, master; Charles Lee, senior warden; John A. Buckland, junior warden; O. H. Gardner, treasurer; I. K. Brown,
secretary; Nathan Whitney and R. S. Smith, deacons; Ora Lee and Oliver Benton, stewards; Orange Starr, tiler.
Besides these, D. P. Bigelow, Pliny Hitchcock, and Joshua Raymond were present at the first meeting. Mr. Newell is in possession
of interesting transcripts from the record book of this early lodge, for which space cannot be spared in this work. It may be added
that there were in all thirty-three communications of the lodge, and among all the petitions, only one was rejected. The last return
was made to the Grand Lodge in 1827, and the charter was declared forfeited at the annual communication of Grand Lodge in 1834.
On the 5th day of February, 1824, at the annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons held at Albany, a warrant
was granted to Comps. Simeon Dutcher, H. P., William Hughes, K., and Stephen V. R. Holmes, S., to hold a chapter at Gaines,
county of Genesee, by the name of Gaines Chapter No. 82. At the next annual convocation in February, 1825, the chapter was not
represented, February, 1826, the chapter was represented by Robert Anderson; in 1827 by Elihu Mather, and in 1829 by Oliver
Benton. There seems to be no further reference to this chapter in the records of the Grand Chapter. In one of the pioneer histories
of Orleans county it is stated that Dr. Jesse Beach was high priest in 1826. In another, the son of Dr. Beach states that his father
organized Gaines Chapter. It has been impossible to verify either of these statements.
For further information on these Lodges see “Craft Masonry in Niagara and Orleans Counties,” by the present compiler.

Leroy Lodge No. 260
http://books.google.com/books?id=M6rvxpaD9S0C&pg=RA2-PA235&lpg=RA2PA235&dq=%22Batavia+Lodge+No.+475%22&source=bl&ots=MQlcirJlig&sig=VA3swuvb4q4TRO93jjJRCTznSaU&hl=en&ei=_JplS4ewO8O
W8Ab5uuGgAw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=9&ved=0CBgQ6AEwCA#v=onepage&q=%22Lodge%22&f=false page 497.

On January 7, 1815, a dispensation was granted to Orange Risdon, James Ganson, Levi Farnham, Hugh Murphy, Salmon Butler,
Levi Beardsley, Elisha Severance, Thomas Tufts, John Gilbert, Frederick Fitch, Daniel Biddlecome [Jr.], John Richards, and Paul E.
Day to organize and open a lodge of Free Masons under the name of "Le Roy Lodge." Orange Risdon was the first worshipful
master; James Ganson. senior warden ; and Levi Farnham, junior warden. The first meeting was held February 16, 1815,and on
March 8, 1815, Daniel Le Barron was the first candidate initiated. A charter or warrant was subsequently granted by the Grand
Lodge of the State June 11, 1816, under the style and number of Le Roy Lodge, No. 260. For the succeeding 11 years it
maintained a prosperous career, and during that time acquired a membership of about 1 50 Masons. The unfortunate "Morgan
episode" then occurred, and produced a local explosion of public and private opinion. The village of Le Roy was in the vortex, some
of the best citizens, who were also members of the fraternity, were divided in sentiment as to the perpetrators of the alleged
outrages, and quite a number of them openly renounced further continuance with the institution. Several public meetings and
antagonistic conventions were subsequently held, and the culmination of circumstances resulted in the complete collapse of Le Roy
Lodge, No. 260, by the surrender of its warrant to the Grand Lodge on September 19, 1827.
http://newsarch.rootsweb.com/th/read/FARNHAM/2001-10/1002715248
Levi Farnham (Levi6, Zebediah5, William4, Ralph3, Ralph2, Ralph1) was b. 20 Aug 1774 in Windham Co CT; d. 1 May 1853. He
married Eunice Judd 30 Aug 1800, d/o Daniel Judd and Mehitable Clark. She was b. 24 Nov 1778 in Pompey, NY, d. 16 Mar 1821.
His father was a Corp. in Capt. Caleb Trowbridge's Co., Col. Huntington's Conn. Regt. Corp.; died on board a prison ship in 1776.
Moved to Leroy, NY.
Children:
i. Maris Farnham,
b. 06 Jan1802 Pompey NY.
ii. Eli Farnham,
b. 01 Dec 1803 Pompey NY; d. 10 Oct 1872 in Galesburg, IL.
iii. Eunice Farnham,
b. 19 Apr 1808 Pompey NY; m. Ransom Northrop 11 Apr 1827; b. 21 Jun 1803 Tyringham, MA;
d. 14 Jan 1872 in Webster NY.
iv. Lucius Farnham,
b. 08 Jan 1806 Pompey, NY.
v. Samuel Hamilton Farnham, b. 06 Jan 1810 Tully, NY; d. 1884.
vi. William Sheldon Farnham, b. 06 Apr 1812 Leroy NY; d. 19 Aug 1897.
vii. Charlotte Farnham,
b. 17 Apr 1814; m. Marquis Sanford.
viii. Daniel Judd Farnham,
b. 19 Nov 1816; d. 19 Nov 1816.
ix. Harriet Farnham,
b. 28 Apr 1819; m. Frederic Forbes.
x. Mary Farnham,
b. 13 Mar 1821 in Galesburg IllInois; d. there 19 Mar 1821.
----The first settler east of the Warsaw and Le Roy road was Captain Levi Beardsley, who in 1810 or 18n took up six hundred acres
where John C. Taine later lived. His sons Dyer, Jesse, Elisha, Levi and William took farms, and were industrious and enterprising
citizens. Amenzo Beardsley, a grandson of Captain Beardsley, lives in Middlebury, and his daughter married Charles B. Matthews.
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Captain Beardsley is gratefully remembered for the kindly welcome and generous aid he extended to many early comers. He
removed with most of his sons to Chautauqua county, NY.
----For nearly a score of years Le Roy then enjoyed an uninterrupted Masonic slumber, and no attempt whatever was made towards
any sort of fraternal assemblage or reorganization. Every cycle of time, however, always brings more or less change in public
opinion. Many pronounced opponents had either removed elsewhere or died. The crisis was over, and a healthy reaction followed
and wiped out the previous antipathy against secret societies. In the adjoining towns of Bethany and Attica Olive Branch Lodge, No.
39, had maintained only a nominal existence. Its condition was paralytic, sickly, and intensely feeble; in fact a mere skeleton; but at
this juncture Lucius Parks, William Sheldon, Azor Curtis, Thomas C. Ladd, Consider W arner, Orator H. Kendall, Daniel Biddlecome,
and one or two others, who had always adhered to the fraternity, succeeded in having it removed from Attica to Le Roy, and this
change of climate and membership brought both health and life to Masonry in this town.
On January 27, 1847, Olive Branch Lodge, No. 39, held its first meeting in the village of Le Roy, under the mastership of Wor. Bro.
Lucius Parks, and at the next meeting (February 24, 1847) Patrick Hassettwas the first candidate initiated. Following that date for
more than 43 years the membership has been increased by the healthy addition of several hundred of the very best residents of Le
Roy and vicinity. Of course many changes have occurred by deaths, removals, etc., and the limits of a gazetteer sketch preclude
entering into a detailed account of the various public ceremonials incident to its history. Its activity, however, has been continuous.
Its charities have been bountiful, and with its present good sized membership and healthy treasury no reasonable doubt can exist
that Olive Branch Lodge will ever cease in the work of brotherly benevolence. The following are the officers of Olive Branch Lodge
for 1890: W. M., Harry H. Falkner; S. W., Walter H. Smith; J. W ., Frank Darrow ; treasurer, Charles N. Vicary; secretary, Henry
Steuber; S. D., Rev. Pierre Gushing; J. D., John N. Champion ; S. M. C, Fred T. Wilcox ; J. M. C, John C. Ross; marshal, Dr. S. W .
Skinner; tiler, Cyrus W. Walker; finance committee, S. F. Curtiss, William Huyck, and C. F. Bissell.
Any resume of Masonry in Le Roy would be incomplete without mention of R. W. John R. Anderson. To that gentleman more than
any other living resident of Le Roy belongs the credit of its present prosperity. As the immediate successor of Lucius Parks be
brought brains, zeal, and administrative ability to Olive Branch Lodge, and for 18 years (16 continuously, the longest service of any
Mason in the State) Brother Anderson was its W. M. and presiding officer, having initiated, passed, and raised 328 members therein
during the time. His life-long love for the brotherhood has been unabated. His many public addresses and contributions to the
literature of Free Masonry have always been of a high order and rank among the ablest contributions to Masonry, and his official
services to the craft produced good results everywhere. His various terms of office outnumber any one in Western New York. His
well-known administrative ability brought Olive Branch Lodge from obscurity to prominence, and gave it a fame as extended as are
the limits of the State, and he was second to none in his devotion to the fraternity. As district deputy grand master he exercised
supervision over Genesee, Wyoming, Monroe, Orleans, and Livingston counties for six years; as past junior grand warden of the
Grand Lodge of the State of New York his well earned reputation is widely known throughout the commonwealth; as grand steward
of the Grand Lodge his work was most efficient and equally compensating to the craft; as deputy grand lecturer his work has been of
the highest order and benefit to the brethren. He has also acceptably filled the office of assistant grand lecturer of the Grand
Chapter of the State of New York. He revived R >yal Arch Masonry at Le Roy after a struggle of seven years, and restored it to its
pristine eminence by organizing Le Roy Chapter, No. 183. and was appointed its first high priest and served continuously for nine
years. He was petitioning member of Batavia Encampment of Knights Templars, and was appointed its first generalissimo. As
sovereign grand inspector of 33 in the Scottish Rite he has acquired the highest Masonic distinction ever obtained by any resident of
Genesee County; and "that long may he live" is the earnest desire of his many friends.
The semi-centennial celebration of Olive Branch Lodge was celebrated at Starr Hall, June 22, 1870, followed by a banquet at
Central Hall, where I .OOO persons were fed at the tables. Visiting brethren from different parts of the State took part in the
ceremonies. W. S.'Brown, the worshipful master of the lodge, delivered the historical sketch, and R. W. John R. Anderson the
principal address. A poem, written for the occasion by William H. C. Hosmer, of Avon, was also delivered by that gentleman.
Le Roy Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, No. 183, was organized pursuant to and by virtue of a dispensation duly issued under the
hand and seal of the most excellent Royal Arch Chapter of the State of New York, for that purpose, bearing date of the 12th day of
December, A. D. 1864, and granted upon the petition of and directed to companions. John R. Anderson was to be first high priest;
Comp. C. Fitch Bissell, first king; and Comp. Marcus L. Babcock, first scribe; and to companions John Butterfield, William Sheldon,
Lucius Parks, Consider Warner, Orator H. Kendall, Albert Brewster, William Barnett, Nelson Thayer, William M. Irish, Charles
Cravens, Thomas C. Ladd, William M. Tompkins, Robert F. Stage, and Robert McKay, petitioners. Of these petitioners companions
Anderson and Bissell are the only ones left in Le Roy. Henry Moody, D. J. Bissell, and Frank Darrow are the principal officers for
1890.
Ibid, page 207.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 263, F.& A. M., of North Java, was chartered June 17th, 1852, and is the oldest lodge of this
order no.w in existence in the county. Among its charter members were John C. Tibbetts, George A. Johnson, Calvin Rogers, John
Curtis, John Parish, Amasa Briggs, Justus Blakely, James Case and Ebenezer Jackson. The first leading officers were John C.
Tibbetts, W. M.; George A. Johnson, S. W.; and Calvin Rogers, J. W. Its meetings were continued quite regularly until 1869, when
they were neglected, and the charter was at length arrested by the grand lodge.- In June, 1871, Charles D. Wolcott, Nelson E.
Torrey and Dr. T. D. Powell were sent as delegates to the meeting of the grand lodge in New York, and succeeded in securing the
restoration of the charter, since which time the lodge has been in a flourishing condition. In 1873 it erected a two-story frame
building at North Java, at a cost of about $1,000, the upper part of which is used for lodge purposes. The present membership is 46.
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MOUNT VERNON LODGE, NO. 263, JAVA VILLAGE, WYOMING CO., N. Y.
W ARRANT: The original warrant, dated June 17, 1852, is in possession of the Lodge.
The name or number has never been changed.
MINUTES: Not intact; all records missing from organization of the Lodge to August 12, 1871.
The petition for Mount Vernon Lodge, dated North Java, November 24, 1851, is signed by the following:
John C. Tibbitts.
George A. Johnson.
Calvin Rogers.
James Case.
John Curtis.
Cyrus Shaw.
Justus Blakely.
Noble Geer.
The petitioners nominated as officers:
JOHN C. TIBBITTS, Master.
GEORGE A. JOHNSON, Senior Warden.
CALVIN ROGERS, Junior Warden.
It was recommended by Pike (now Oriona) Lodge No. 229 at a meeting held December 18, 1851.
On December 30, 1851, a dispensation was issued by R.'. W.'. NELSON RANDALL, Deputy Grand Master, which named the same
officers as were nominated by the petitioners.
The dispensation was returnable on March 1, 1852, and on February 25 it was extended to May 25, by the Deputy Grand
Master.
The organization and early life of the Lodge is only tradition, owing to the loss of its records, but it met regularly at North Java
until 1862, when it applied to the Grand Lodge for permission to remove to HermitaR"1, which was granted June 5, 1862. For some
reason this change in location did not prove satisfactory, as on June 4, 1863, the Grand Lodge revoked the order for removal and it
returned to North Java.
For an irregularity on the part of the Lodge its warrant was declared forfeited by the Grand Lodge on June 10, 1870; it
appears that the Master of the Lodge had disobeyed an order from the Grand Master in reference to passing and raising a
candidate. The warrant was restored June 8, 1871, as will be noted by the following excerpt from the report of the Committee on
Warrants:
"Your committee would strongly censure the Master of the Lodge for the above stated violations, whether through negligence or
willfulness on his part, being equally culpable, and as the members of the Lodge were ignorant of the fact of an order having been
received from the M.'. W.'. Grand Master in regard to a candidate, and having been sufficiently punished already through the
conduct of their Master, by enough to believe that it was more through ignorance than design they erred, your committee would
respectfully recommend the adoption of the following resolution:
"Resolved, That the warrant of Mount Vernon Lodge No. 263 of North Java be restored to its members and that the
Grand Master be requested to issue a dispensation for the election of new officers of that Lodge."

.’. W.’.

The Lodge continued to meet at North Java until 1907; on October 29 a dispensation was issued by M.'. W.'. Townsend Scudder
permitting it to meet alternately at North Java and Java Village and on June 8, 1908, a dispensation was issued by M.'. W.'. S.
Nelson Sawyer continuing this arrangement; on April 10, 1909, he issued a dispensation permitting the removal to Java Village
where it has quarters on the second floor of a building owned by the Good Templars.
The Lodge was represented at the laying of the corner stone of Masonic Hall at Arcade, N. Y., October 6, 1906, also the
dedication of Masonic Hall at Batavia, NY, June 23, 1911.
MEN IN PUBLIC LIFE.
Orange L. Tozier, Assemblyman.
Henry S. Joy, Assemblyman.
M. J. W oodworth, Sheriff.
William H. Richardson. Sheriff.
William W. Blakeley. Supervisor.
Seabry (Seabury) O. W arren, Supervisor.
Walter S. Joy, Supervisor.
Charles D. Wolcott, Supervisor.

Clarence Griggs, Supervisor.
Henry B. Hogan, Post Master.
Lyman Blakely. Post Master.
Grant Miller. Post Master.
Everand (Everard) E. Cooper, Post Master.
Philo W. Potter, Post Master.
C. S. Dellinger. Post Master.
Andrew J. Kuster, Post Master.

http://fultonhistory.com/Process%20small/Newspapers/Rochester%20NY%20Democrat%20Chronicle/Rochester%20NY%20Democ
rat%20Chronicle%201900/Rochester%20NY%20Democrat%20Chronicle%201900%20-%200151.pdf
Hon. Orange L. Tozier, one of the most prominent citizens of the county, died at his home in Sheldon Sunday night (8 Apr 1900),
aged 73 years. He was born in Watertown December 2, 1826, and went to Wyoming county with his parents when two years of age.
July 25, 1847, he was married to Miss Harriet Humphrey, daughter of the late Lester H. Humphrey, of Humphrey Hollow, in the town
of Sheldon, and went to Erie county, Pennsylvania, to live, being engaged in farming and lumber business.
In 1860 he returned to his farm in Sheldon and in 1861 raised a company of 100 men, which he took to Westfield, NY, joining the
Ninth NY Volunteer Cavalry as Company G, of which he w a s captain, and served until 8 Jul 1862, when he resigned on account of
ill health. He was soon afterward appointed assistant provost marshal for his district, holding that office until the close of the war.
He had been supervisor of the town of Sheldon, justice of the peace for several terms, member of assembly, and always an
important factor in the politics of the county, being an ardent Republican. He was a delegate in the last convention held in the
county. His home farm of 1,200 acres in Sheldon is one of the finest In the locality. He was a member of Mount Vernon lodge, No.
263, F. and A. M., and of Buford Post, G. A. R., of Johnsonburgh. Mr. Tozier Is survived by his widow, five sons and three
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daughters: Lester H. Tozier, superintendent of the Warsaw Gas and Electric Light Works; Mrs. Annette Rood, of Sinclairville; Mrs.
Ami J. Warren, of Rochester; William S. Tozier, of Sheldon; Orange L. Tozier, Jr., and Charles M. Tozier, of Pittsfield, VL, and
Hayden H. Tozier, of Warsaw.
Tozier, Orange L., age 34. Enrolled Oct. 11, '61, at Russell, NY; Mustered in as Captain Co. G, Oct. 11, '61. Discharged July 19, '62,
on tender of resignation, at Alexandria. Va.
MASTERS.
1852. John C. Tibbitts
1853. John C. Tibbitts.
1854. John C. Tibbitts.
1855. John C. Tibbitts.
1856. John C. Tibbitts.
1857. John C. Tibbitts.
1858. John C. Tibbitts.
1859. John C. Tibbitts.
1860. William W. Blakeley.
1861. William W. Blakeley.
1862. William W. Blakeley.
1863. William W. Blakeley.
1864. William W. Blakeley.
1865. William W. Blakeley.
1866. William W. Blakeley.
1867. William W. Blakeley.
1868. William W. Blakeley.
1869. William W. Blakeley.
1870. William W. Blakeley.
1871. Thomas D. Powell.
1872. William W. Blakeley.

1873. Thomas D. Powell.
1874. Caleb L. Hammond.
1875. Caleb L. Hammond.
1876. William W. Blakeley.
1877. Charles D. W olcott.
1878. Charles D. W olcott.
1879. Charles D. W olcott.
1880. Charles D. W olcott.
1881. William W. Blakeley.
1882. William W. Blakeley.
1883. Charles D. W olcott.
1884. George W. Barber.
1885. George W. Barber.
1886 Seabry O. Warren.
1887. Seabry O. Warren.
1888. Perry Ells.
1889. Charles D. W olcott.
1890. Perry Ells.
1891. Seabry O. Warren.
1892. George W. Barber.
1893. Seabry O. Warren.

1894. Seabry O. Warren. .
1895. Calvin F. Hammond.
1896. Everand E. Cooper.
1897. Calvin F. Hammond.
1898. Everand E. Cooper.
1899. Charles D. W olcott.
1900. Charles D. W olcott.
1901. Herbert L. Getty.
1902. Herbert L. Getty.
1903. George W. Barber.
1904. George W. Barber.
1905. George W. Barber.
1906. Ellis B. Barber.
1907. Ellis B. Barber.
1908. Ellis B. Barber.
1909. George W. Barber.
1910. Dee B. Hogan.
1911. Dee B. Hogan.
1912. Dee B. Hogan.

Wells Lodge No. 282, Gates, New York
The Town of Gates was organized in 1797 as Northampton in Ontario County *. In 1808 the town was subdivided and the part still
called Northampton was renamed the Town of Gates and incorporated on 1 Apr 1813 in honor of General Horatio Gates. Parts of
the town were later detached to form the City of Rochester and the Town of Greece, both of which now border the town.
* In 1802, Ontario County was reduced in size by the splitting off of Genesee County. The actual area split off from Ontario County
was much larger than the present county, also including the present Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Niagara, Orleans and
Wyoming Counties and parts of Livingston and Monroe Counties.
http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/anti-masonry/cummings.html
A misstatement very frequently made by writers, who would have known it to be untrue if they had taken the trouble to look up the
records, is that William Morgan gained admission as a visitor to Wells Lodge, No. 282, at Batavia. Wells Lodge was warranted June
5, 1817, at Rochester [A. Hamlin, Master], and surrendered its charter at the same time as the other Masonic bodies in Monroe
County, in 1830. The returns made to the Grand Lodge during its thirteen years of existence show that its places of meeting
(Rochester, Gates and Brighton) were all within the present city limits of the city of Rochester.
The origin of the statement, so frequently repeated, that Wells Lodge was located at Batavia, is evidently due to the fact that Morris
in his book, William Morgan, or Political Anti-masonry, inadvertently makes it on page 61. Although he later corrects this (page 81)
nearly every writer since 1883 has repeated the incorrect statement.
http://www.ebooksread.com/authors-eng/elisha-ely/early-history-of-rochester-1810-to-1827-with-comparisons-of-its-growth-and-proeyl/page-3-early-history-of-rochester-1810-to-1827-with-comparisons-of-its-growth-and-pro-eyl.shtml
Wells Lodge, No. 282, of Master Masons, was installed in 1817. Its present officers are —
Robert Martin, WM; Charles C. Lathrop, JW; Phelps Smith, SW; Ebenezer W atts, Treas.; Bill Cobly [Colby], Secretary.
Regular communications, Tuesday of or preceding full moon in every month.
GL Proceedings 1898:
In the matter of Valley Lodge No. 109, for permission to hold and preserve the charter of Wells Lodge in Its archives as a relic. It
appearing that Valley Lodge No. 109 Is virtually the successor to Wells Lodge, your Committee recommend that the petition be
granted.

Mount Morris Lodge No. 313 and No. 122
http://www.archive.org/stream/17941894centenni00pars/17941894centenni00pars_djvu.txt
MASONIC LODGE - by Dr. F. B. Dodge.
Mount Morris Lodge, No. 122, F. and A. M., was organized in 1847, with the following members: William D. Morgan, John Vernam,
Joseph Faver, Eli Lake, Alfred Dean, Henry Maxwell, Ebenezer Damon, Elias B. Briggs, Walker M. Hinman, Prentice Pendleton,
George G. Williams, David A. Miller, Samuel H. Fitzhugh, William M. Bond, George U. Williams and Harmon Howe.
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The Lodge meetings were held in the Green Building for several years, when a removal was made to the Davis Block. The rooms in
this block were occupied until 1871, when fire destroyed them; the Lodge losing all of its furniture, records and its Charter. A
removal was then made to the Empire Block. On June 5th,1874, the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, granted to this Lodge a
duplicate Charter. The Charter was granted to James Yeomans, WM; Edward R. Bangs, SW, and Isaac McNeill, JW. The Lodge
continued to hold its meetings in the Empire Block until February, 1889, when fire again destroyed the rooms and all of its property.
J. E. Lee Post, G. A. R. , kindly offered the use of their rooms, and meetings were held in these rooms until the following June when
the Lodge moved into its present quarters in the Mayer Block on Chapel street.
From the time of the granting of the duplicate Charter until 1878, James Yeomans continued to be Master of the Lodge. Upon the
removal from town of Brother Yeomans, Dr. H. M. Dayfoot succeeded him. Brother Dayfoot served three years, when, upon his
removal to Rochester, he was succeeded by W. H. Humphry. Brother Humphry served as Master two years, and was followed by
W. A. Sutherland, Esq., who served one year. Brother Sutherland is now Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of the State of
New York. After Brother Sutherland, F. S. Peer served one year, and was followed by Charles W, Bingham, who served two years.
Brother Bingham was followed by J. M. Hastings, who served one year; Brother Hastings by Louis O. Santmire, who served two
years; Brother Santmire by John H. Burtis, who served two years, and who was followed by F. B. Dodge, who is now serving his
second year.
Since the organization of the Lodge in 1847, it has had 437 members, of whom 84 are now in good standing. Samuel L.
Rockfellow has been a Mason the longest of any person, now living in town, who was raised in this lodge. Wm. K. Annis has held
the longest continuous membership, with Joseph P. Olp, second. Brother Rockfellow was raised July 27th, 1851; Brother Annis,
February 18th, 1855, and Brother Olp, September 15th, 1855.
Owing to the fact that the Lodge rooms have twice been destroyed by fire, and the records burned, it is impossible to give a
complete history of the Lodge and the names of all of its Masters. During its early history, Col. Hurlburt, McNeil Seymour and Lorin
Coy graced the Master's chair. Among the names upon the roll of this lodge, the memory of that of Charles L. Bingham is "held in
high veneration by the Craft,'' and the older members credit his administration, as Master, as the most brilliant in the history of the
Lodge.
As it has been in all ages, the best men of the community have been members of this Lodge. Men who have been prominent in
business, in the trades and professions, have been identified with this grand fraternal organization.
-------Joseph P. Olp, Mt. Morris , farmer 306 acres, b. Warren Co., NJ, 19 Jan 1825, settled in county 1828, has been assessor; wife
Harriet M Warren, born Liecester m. 13 Mar 1863; children: Henry W, and Flora E. Father removed from NJ in 1807, d. March 1855.
-------Samuel Lodaski Rockfellow [aka Rockefeller] (1826-1910)
http://www.rockfellowfamily.com/slr/bio.html
b. 4 Aug 1826 in Mt. Morris, NY; d. 10 Dec 1910 in Tombstone, AZ; m. Julia Lucinda Conkey August 24, 1853 in Mt. Morris, NY.
Children: John Alexander Rockfellow, Annie Graham Rockfellow
Merchant • Manufacturer of Water Wheels and Grain Drills

undated daguerreotype

undated ambrotype
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Obituary for Julia Conkey Rockfellow
Special Dispatch to Union and Advertiser. 11 JULY 1900, Page 8
Mrs. Julia ROCKFELLOW of Mt. Morris Suddenly Summoned.
MT. MORRIS, July 11. - Mrs. Julia ROCKFELLOW of this place was found dead in bed at her home on Murray street this morning.
Deceased was the wife of Samuel L. ROCKFELLOW, superintendent of the Genesee Valley Manufacturing Company here, and
about 70 years of age. . . .
Deceased was the daughter of the late James CONKEY of this place, and had always resided here, with the exception of about ten
years, while her husband was engaged in business in Rochester. She was a member of the Presbyterian Church and most highly
esteemed. A husband and daughter, Anna G. of this place, and one son, John, of Tucson, Arizona, survive.
http://books.google.com/books?id=IZpPAAAAMAAJ&pg=RA1PA114&dq=%22Genesee+Valley+Manufacturing+Company%22+%22rockefeller%22&cd=2#v=onepage&q=%22Genesee%20Valle
y%20Manufacturing%20Company%22%20%22rockefeller%22&f=false page 114.
Samuel L.6 Rockefeller (Henry4 John3 Peter,* John Peter1) was born in Mt. Morris, Livingston, NY, in 1826. In 1853 he married
Julia L. Conkey and they had two children: John A. and Annie Graham. He was a resident of Mt. Morris during nearly his whole life.
Was actively identified with the business interests of Mt. Morris, being the organizer of the Genesee Valley Manufacturing Company
of which he remained President and Superintendent up to 1906. Upon his retiring from business he went to reside with his son, with
whom he made his home until the time of his death.
He was one of the most highly esteemed residents of Mt. Morris, was an officer and a diligent member of the Presbyterian Church.
While in Tombstone, Arizona, he manifested a deep interest in the welfare of the community, especially in the educational and
religious life of the public. He had a wonderful strong constitution and regardless of his suffering during his months of illness he
retained a clear mind and a kind spirit until death. He died at the residence of his son in Tombstone, Arizona, on Monday, 30 Dec
1910, and was buried in the cemetery at Mt. Morris, NY, on 7 Jan 1911.
Samuel was the son of:
43 HENRY ROCKEFELLER (John,3 Peter,1 Johann Peter1), b. in Amwell, NJ, 26 Nov 1781; d. 28 Jan 1863; m. 23 Dec 1804 Susan
Taylor, b. 22 Nov 1781; d. in Mt. Morris, NY, June 15, 1835.
Children by 1st wife:
+ 155 David J. b. in Hunterdon Co., N. J., Sept. 18, 1805.

+163 Samuel Lodeski b. in Mt. Morris, NY, Aug. 4, 1826.
by 2d wife (Miss Kendell):
164 Charles H. b. in Mt. Morris, NY, July 25, 1837.
http://books.google.com/books?id=jzGgAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA336&dq=%22mount+morris+lodge%22&cd=9#v=onepage&q=%22moun
t%20morris%20lodge%22&f=false page 334.
HERBERT M. DAYFOOT, M. D. - by Thomas D. Spencer, M. D.
Herbert M. Dayfoot, the eldest son of Philo W . and Caroline Harold Dayfoot, was born at Georgetown, Ontario, Canada, 21
Feb1846. Dr. Dayfoot was of English extraction and from Green Mountain stock, his ancestors having come from England and
settled in Vermont sometime before the War of the Revolution. In this connection it is interesting to note the origin of the name
Dayfoot. The family name was originally Defoe. The great-grandfather of Dr. Dayfoot was a tory, and served as an officer in the
English army. He was killed at the battle of Bennington, leaving an orphan son, who, as the years passed by, became an ardent
patriot. The old family name Defoe, so suggestive of English and Tory association, became distasteful to the son, and upon his
arrival at majority he changed the English Defoe to the simple American name Dayfoot . Thus was it handed from father to son, and
was the patronymic borne by the subject of this sketch.
He received his early education at a private boarding school under the supervision of the Rev. Dr. McVicker. At the age of fifteen he
attended the Woodstock Institute. In 1863 he began the study of medicine in the office of Elias Vernon, M. D., of Hamilton, Ontario.
His first course of lectures was taken at the Buffalo Medical College in the winter of 1863-64. The following two years were passed
at the Cleveland Homoeopathic Medical College^ from which he was graduated in the spring of 1866, the youngest member of his
class. He was constrained to await his arrival at majority before his diploma was issued, in the meantime continuing his studies at
the Homoeopathic Medical College of Missouri, obtaining from this institution the hospital diploma for faithful attendance upon the
three hospitals of St. Louis.
In the autumn of 1867, Dr. Dayfoot located at Mount Morris, Livingston County, NY, but left there in 1870 and passed a year in
perfecting himself in analytical and pharmaceutical chemistry at the laboratory of the University, of Rochester, under the direction of
Prof. S. A. Lattimore. He was then associated with Doctors Morgan and Bishop, of Ithaca, and afterwards for a few months with Dr.
T. M. Strong, at Flint, Mich. He then returned to Mount Morris, where he maintained an active village and country practice and held
the office of Coroner for several terms. In January, 1882, he associated himself with Dr. E. H. Hurd, of Rochester. In 1869, Dr.
Dayfoot appeared before the Homoeopathic Medical Board of Canada and passed his examination and was registered a member of
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario.
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Dr. Dayfoot was elected President of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Livingston County in 1876, and of the Monroe County
Homoeopathic Medical Society in 1885. Upon the resignation of Dr. John L. Moffat as Secretary of the New York State
Homoeopathic Medical Society in 1885, he was appointed to fill the vacancy and served the society in this capacity with unusual
fidelity and zeal until 1889, when he was elected, by the unanimous vote of the society, as its President. In 1891 he was honored
with the nomination for the Regents' degree of M. D. Dr. Dayfoot was also a member of the American Institute of Homoeopathy and
of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Western New York and was a Censor of the Cleveland Homoeopathic Medical College. In
the winter of 1884 he temporarily laid aside a lucrative practice in order to take a post-graduate course in the New York Polyclinic for
the purpose of preparing himself as a gynaecologist, which important position he afterwards held in the Rochester Homoeopathic
Hospital. To his persistent energy and executive ability this institution owes much of its success. As chairman of a committee,
appointed from the medical and surgical staff, to supervise the curriculum of the Rochester Homoeopathic Hospital Training School
for Nurses, he was ever active and efficient. Through his deep interest in the school and hearty sympathy with its best interests, he
earned the gratitude and affection of every one connected with the Training School.
At the invitation of the Rochester Academy of Science, Dr. Dayfoot delivered on March 14,1887, an able address before that body in
defense of homoeopathy entitled, "Homoeopathy; Its Principles, Practice and Achievements," after which he debated the question
against a number of opponents so successfully as to receive a unanimous vote of thanks from the society for his masterly exposition
of the tenets of homoeopathy.
Dr. Dayfoot was a prominent member of the Masonic order. Step by step he climbed upward through the various degrees and rites
peculiar to Masonry. He was made a Mason in the Genesee Falls Lodge, No. 507, in June, 1869. He was Master of Mount
Morris Lodge (No. 122) for two terms, and a member of the following Masonic bodies: Frank R. Lawrence Lodge, Mount Morris
Chapter, Cyrene Commandery, Rochester Consistory and Damascus Temple of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.
Dr. Dayfoot was a contributor to the medical periodicals and homoeopathic literature for twenty years, and did much to mould the
ideas of the medical profession to a broader and more liberal thought. He was a member of the First Baptist Church, which he
attended regularly during his residence in Rochester.
Dr. Dayfoot was married in 1872 to Marietta Clark, of Mount Morris, who survives him.
Some months before his demise Dr. Dayfoot began to experience vague neuralgic pain in the terminal nerves of the right foot, which
gradually increased in severity until it became almost unbearable. He then consulted Doctors W illiam Tod Helmuth and J. T.
O'Connor, of New York City, who pronounced his disease to be erythromelalgia. Some weeks later, finding no amelioration of his
suffering, he placed himself under the care of Dr. S. Weir Mitchell, of Philadelphia, who confirmed the diagnosis and recommended
as a dernier resort the stretching of certain nerves of the leg. Accordingly, after a week's careful examination by Dr. Mitchell and his
associates, he went to the Orthopaedic Hospital, and Infirmary for Nervous Diseases. On the 12th of April, Dr. Thomas G. Morton, of
Philadelphia, under Dr. Mitchell's direction, divided the external saphenous and stretched the posterior tibial nerve. Five days later,
symptoms of gangrene were found and he was removed to the Hahnemann Hospital and placed under the care of Dr. Wm. B. Van
Lennep with Dr. C. M. Thomas and Dr. Clarence Bartlett as consulting physicians. We quote from a letter of Dr. Van Lennep's:
"We found that he was developing gangrene of the leg, presumably due to thrombosis, following, I am inclined to think, the
prolonged use of the Esmarch bandage. He was watched and treated for a week, when his condition was deemed such on
consultation, that amputation above the knee was imperative. He readily consented to this and was etherized. The manipulation, or
moving previous to amputation, must have loosened the clot in the femoral vein, for as I began the operation symptoms of
pulmonary embolism developed, to which he quickly succumbed. On completing the amputation, I found a clot in the femoral artery,
while the femoral and part of the popliteal vein was empty. A large loose clot dropped out of the latter vein and its tributaries on
inverting the amputated limb.
"It is needless to add that Dr. Dayfoot won our respect, admiration and affection during our acquaintance with him, and that the
Rochester and New York Societies have our deepest sympathy in their, as well as our loss."
Thus the good, true-hearted physician, our honored friend and comrade, came to the end of his earthly journey on April 22, 1894.
Dr. Dayfoot was a most popular and successful physician, a wise counselor, a warm and faithful friend, a valued associate and an
accomplished member of the profession. He was a man of the highest principles, clean of thought, gentle and manly of spirit. His
personal magnetism and strong individuality marked him as a man among men and contributed largely to his success.
------William A. Sutherland, Deputy Grand Master, was a well known practicing lawyer of Rochester. He was also prominent in
Republican politics in Monroe County, and was a candidate for local and state offices, but always failed of election. He was one of
the counsel for the Lexow committee during the early period of the investigation. He was made a Masons in Union Lodge in Lima,
NY, 16 Dec 1870. He afterward joined Mount Morris Lodge No. 122 at Mount Morris, and was Master of that Lodge for two terms.
Then he affiliated with Rochester Lodge No. 660. He left that Lodge and became a charter member of Frank R. Lawrence Lodge
No. 797. He was District Deputy Grand Master of the 22nd District in 1889-1891, and was elected Junior Grand Warden 3 Jun 1891,
and re-elected on 8 Jun 1892. He was promoted to be Senior Grand Warden on 7 Jun 1893, and re-elected to that office in 1894.
He was Past High Priest of Morning Star Chapter of Royal Arch Masons and Past Commander of Cyerne Commandery, Knights
Templar, and was also a 33rd Degree Mason.
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William Andrew Sutherland

(30 May 1849-8 Mar 1908 ) Grand Master 1897-98

“A Standard History of Freemasonry in the State of New York,” Peter Ross. Vol II, 1901. pages 17-26; Vol. I, page 690.
The officers associated with John Stewart during his two terms as Master were in many
respects as thoroughly devoted a body of craftsmen as ever served the Grand Lodge.
William A. Sutherland, Deputy Grand Master during these years, and who in 1897
succeeded to "the purple of the fraternity" is one of the best known lawyers in the
western part of the State. He was born 30 May 1849, near Canandaigua, NY (Hopewell,
Ontario Co., NY), the son of Andrew Sutherland (b. 22 Jul 1818, New Fare, Niagara,
NY; d. 27 Feb 1891, Rochester, NY, son of Andrew Sutherland and Naomi Cooley) and
Mary McLean (b. 16 Mar 1828, Dundee, Yates, NY; d. Nov 1899, daughter of William
McLean and Elizabeth DeGroot). He received his education at Genesee Wesleyan
Seminary and Genesee College, at Lima, N. Y., and read law in the office of Edwin A.
Nash, now a Justice of the Supreme Court; was admitted to practice in April, 1874, and,
removing to Rochester, entered into partnership with W. Dean Shuart, ex-Surrogate of
Monroe county, in January, 1884, which partnership continues to this day.
He was many years Secretary of the Republican County Committee of Livingston
County and has been a delegate to every Republican State convention for many years.
In 1892 he was temporary chairman of the State convention which met at Harmanus
Bleeker Hall, Albany, NY, and delivered the first philippic against Judge Maynard; in
1893 he was chairman of the Committee on Platform of the Republican State convention
held at Syracuse, when the principal issue before the people was the opposition to the election of Judge Maynard to the Court of
Appeals; he served as the member of the Republican National Committee for the State of New York from 1892 to 1896, and was a
delegate from the Rochester district to the Republican National convention at St. Louis in June, 1896. Mr. Sutherland's professional
life has been a very active one, and he has been concerned in the argument of questions of wide and far- reaching interest; he was
leading counsel on the Republican side in the management and argument of the cases growing out of the Senatorial election
contest in 1891, and was also retained to institute for the Republicans the attack on the constitutionality of the re- apportionment act
passed in 1892. W. A. Sutherland is one of the most eloquent speakers before the bar of New York and his Masonic addresses
have often thrilled vast assemblages. W e would like to reproduce some of these, but space forbids. We, however, give one little
gem, part of the address he delivered at Rondout on Decoration Day, 1898, when unveiling a monument over the burial plot of
Rondout Lodge, No. 343: We are met in the city of the dead. We are engaged in a ceremony unique, if not unprecedented. That
which we here dedicate is to commemorate the stranger from afar, as well as those whose remains were followed to the cemetery
by the weeping faces of bereaved friends. About us are monuments erected by loving hands in memory of their departed kinsmen.
These other stones speak of family tics that have been sundered, and of friends, relatives, and life-long companions, whose heads
have been bowed in grief. To this plot Freemasons will come, bringing the stranger and the sojourner to his last earthly resting
place. Surrounding us are mounds hallowed by the remains of those torn from family circles, which, nevertheless, can here convene
to mourn their dead. But in this plot now lies one, and doubtless others will be laid, dying far from home and friends, save as
brethren have been found in Rondout Lodge. Because the portals of the tomb are ever open: because the shadow of the coming
throng ever falls athwart its gateway; because the sound of mourning is ever heard in some household; because the hand of death
does every day touch the heartstrings of some survivors as it snatches from sight beloved forms; because in the midst of life we are
in death, this monument will always be a joy to some, pointing as the index finger of Rondout Lodge from earth toward heaven and
saying: "The dead are not here, but yonder."
The stars that are not seen of day. and at night are oft times covered from our eyes by the overhanging clouds, do, nevertheless,
move in their majestic march through space, held in course by the hand that made us all. Though not seen by feeble eyes of men
they are there. But they who builded this monument, the members of Rondout Lodge, who, forty-two years ago, purchased this plot
of ground, the fair ones who so generously last winter aided your enterprise, aye, the six already buried here, believed in the, life
that is after this. Our friends that are gone we cannot see, and our puny hands cannot reach their touch, but the law that placed us
here, the law that removes us hence, the law that sent us without our bidding, the law that calls us in an hour that we think not, that
law and its Maker have taught us that beyond the reach of human hands, beyond the sweep of earthly eyes, we shall live.
Masonic Record:
11 Oct, 1870
1883-84
1889
1889 to 1891
1891
1893
1895
1897-98
22 Feb 1871
1890-91
14 Mar 1884

Raised in Union Lodge, No. 45, at Lima, NY; Junior Warden of Union Lodge in 1873
Master of Mount Morris Lodge, No. 122
First Master of Frank R. Lawrence Lodge, No. 797
Deputy for the 22nd District
Elected Junior Grand Warden
Senior Grand Warden
Elected Deputy Grand Master
Grand Master
Received the Royal Arch degrees, in Morning Star Chapter 107
High Priest of Ionic Chapter 210
Received the Knightly degrees, in Cyrene Commandery, No. 39; served as its Prelate 1886-91, inclusive.

In the Scottish Rite he received the degrees in Rochester Lodge of Perfection, Council, Chapter of Rose Croix, and Consistory, and
was Master of the Chapter from 1888 to 1892, inclusive.
o

21 Sep 1892
Elected 33 at Providence, and was created a Sovereign Grand Inspector General 19 Sep 1893, at the session of
the Supreme Council, NMJ, at Chicago.
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http://worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=dbccbd&id=I1544
Col. Andrew Sutherland b. 3 Sep 1776 in Sutherland Falls, Rutland Co, VT; d. 27 Feb 1836 in Cambria, Niagara Co, NY; bur.
Glenwood Cem, Lockport, Niagara Co, NY.
From the Cooley Family Genealogy: ". . . res in the village o f Sutherland Falls, named for John Sutherland . . . Col. Andre w
Sutherland died 27 Feb 1836 in Cambria, Niagara, NY to which he removed in 1810 residing near Warren s Corners on Ridge
Road. He served in the Militia in the War of 1812, afterwards becoming a Colonel of Militia."
From the History of Macomb County (Michigan): ". . . (Andre w Sutherland) was a soldier of the war of 1812 and was promoted to
the Colonelcy of a regiment and was discharged with honor; his mother died at Romeo (Michigan) in 1871"
Father: Peter Sutherland
Mother: Carol Bush
Marriage 1 Naomi Cooley

b: 20 Feb 1756 in Probably Great Nine, Dutchess Co, NY
b: before 1754 in Probably Rutland, VT
b: 6 Oct 1788 in Pittsford, Rutland, VT; daughter of Benjamin Cooley III and Mary Needham

Married: 6 Jan 1807 in Pittsford, Rutland Co, Vermont
Children
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Benjamin Cooley Sutherland
Benjamin Cooley Sutherland
Andrew Cooley Sutherland
Carroll Sutherland
Fletcher Sutherland
Andrew Sutherland
Naomi Dorothea Sutherland
Byron A. Sutherland
Addison Sutherland
Susannah Sutherland

b: 17 Jan 1808 in Sutherland Falls, Rutland Co, Vermont
b: 18 Jun 1810 in Sutherland Falls, Rutland Co, Vermont
b: 04 Jun 1812 in Sutherland Falls, Rutland Co, Vermont
b: 01 Mar 1814 in Cambria, Niagara Co, New York
b: 01 Mar 1816 in Pittsford, Rutland Co, Vermont (see below)
b: 22 Jul 1818 in Cambria, Niagara Co, New York (father of William A.)
b: 07 Sep 1822 in Cambria, Niagara Co, New York
b: 04 Feb 1824 in Cambria, Niagara Co, New York
b: 28 Jul 1826 in Cambria, Niagara Co, New York
b: 07 Sep 1829 in Cambria, Niagara Co, New York

Andrew Sutherland b. 22 Jul 1818 in Cambria, Niagara Co, NY; d. 27 Feb 1891 in (probably) Macomb Co, Michigan
Parents: Andrew Sutherland b: 3 Sep 1776 in Sutherland Falls, Rutland, VT; Naomi Cooley b: 6 Oct 1788 in Pittsford, Rutland, VT
Married Mary McLean 7 Aug 1848
Bro. William A. Sutherland married Inez L. Jackson, 7 Mar 1878. In the 1880 Census, he and his wife Inez, appear on the Census
roles as follows (in bold type below), where they were either residing or visiting (at Henry K.[sic - H.] Scoville’s House) at the time.
Note that S(amuel). L. Rockfellow is most likely the one named above as a Brother of the Lodge. ca 1888 both Rockfellow and
Sutherland were named among the Trustees of the Genesee Valley Manufacturing Company.
Scoville House, Mt. Morris, New York - 1909

1880 Census, Mount Morris, Livingston, New York
Henry K. [H.] SCOVILLE
Mark L. SCOVILLE
Ann SCOVILLE
Helen SCOVILLE
Riley SCOVILLE
S. L. ROCKFELLOW
Julia ROCKFELLOW
Anna ROCKFELLOW
W. A. SUTHERLAND
Inez J. SUTHERLAND
J. E. COX

Self
Brother
Sister
Niece
Nephew
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other
Other

S
S
S
S
S
M
M
S
M
M
M

Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male
Female
Male

W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W

44
46
49
24
39
53
47
14
31
25
50

NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY

Hotel Keeper
Clerk in Hotel
Domestic Servant
Servant
Supt. of Mfg. Co.
At School
Lawyer
Cigar Maker

CT
CT
CT
NY
NY
NJ
NOVA SCOTIA
NY
NY
NY
IRE

NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NJ
VT
NY
NY
NY
IRE
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Fletcher Sutherland, uncle of M.’. W.’. Bro. William A. Sutherland, and his nieces,
the seven famous Sutherland Sisters of Lockport, NY.
Fletcher Sutherland b. 1 Mar 1816 in Pittsford, Rutland Co, VT; d. 6
Sep 1888 in Cambria, Niagara Co, NY
Note: Naomi's father, Col. Benjamin Cooley, died in Pittsford,
Vermont 27 Feb 1810. Her husband and she returned to Pittsford
early in 1816 to settle her father's estate and it was while they were
there that Fletcher was born. Thus the apparent anomaly of having
Fletcher's younger brother, Carroll, and the rest of his elder siblings
born in Cambria, NY while he was born in Vermont.
Father: Andrew Sutherland b: 3 Sep 1776 in Sutherland Falls,
Rutland Co, Vermont
Mother: Naomi Cooley b: 6 Oct 1788 in Pittsford, Rutland Co,
Vermont
Marriage 1 Mary Brink b: ca 1820 in Lyons, Wayne Co, NY
Children, all born at the ‘Sunderland Farm’ in Cambria (near
Lockport), Niagara Co., NY; all sisters buried at Glenwood Cemetery,
Lockport, NY, except Victoria:
For more about these sisters, and many more photos, see: http://www.rapunzelsdelight.com/images/sut/sutherland_sisters.htm
Mary Fletcher Sutherland
Sarah Naomi Sutherland
Victoria Sutherland
Isabella Cooley Sutherland
Grace Sutherland
Charles Carrol Sutherland
Naomi Sutherland
Dora ‘Kitty’ Sutherland
Mary Sutherland

b: ca 1846; d. 12 May 1939
b: ca 1845/48; 9 Sep 1919, age 74
b: ca 1849; 25 May 1902, age 53
b: ca 1852; d. 1 Dec 1914; age 62
b: ca 1853/54; d. 13 Jan 1946, age 92
b: ca 1852/54
b: ca 1856; d. 13 Jul 1893, age 35
b: ca 1858
b: ca 1859

See also, “Introducing the Amazing Seven Sutherland Sisters” at:
http://www.sideshowworld.com/tgod7sutherlands.html
The Sutherlands might not have been as successful without the help of Merchant's Gargling Oil king (M.’.W.’. Bro.) John Hodge
(Grand Master, 1894), who operated successfully at the turn of the century when western New York was a popular base of
pharmaceutical manufacturing.
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WILLIAM A. SUTHERLAND, 33°.
Announcement by the

.’. W.’. Grand Master of New York:

To THE CRAFT:
It becomes my painful duty to announce the death of another distinguished Past Grand
Master, who, full of honors and while actively engaged in the discharge of his duties as a
member of the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund, laid down the
working tools of life.
On Wednesday, March 11, 1908, after almost fifty-nine years of life temporal, M.'. W.'.
W ILLIAM A. SUTHERLAND entered into the knowledge of the life eternal. The preparation
required was not of many days: the change was fashioned in much weakness but with
little pain; the body offered scarce resistance to the soul's freedom. God summoned, and
our brother sank quietly into the encircling and safety of the everlasting arms.
One had to know Brother SUTHERLAND intimately to know the real man. Dignified, alert in
thought and quick in speech, he lived above commonplaces and sought his friends on the
higher levels of intellectuality and purpose, of usefulness and strict integrity. Yet he
himself was one who served, and served in things elevating and lasting. The law of
service was the law of his life, whether in his legal profession, his high and exalted
Masonic station, his attachments to friends or the sacred ties of family and home. The
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manhood that was in him recognized both the duty and the opportunity and lifted service into the light and reality of divine example
and companionship.
Some men thought him cold. Nothing could be less deserved and less true. He was not of unresponsive nature, but he chose
carefully and not easily his near friends. When that choice was once made he was as true as steel.
Brother SUTHERLAND was a diligent and close student. When he gave his opinion it was that which he had carefully searched out;
his decisions were not of impulse, but of conviction. There was no forced attempt at brilliancy of oratory; but he reached it
spontaneously and unconsciously. He did build his thoughts well, he clothed them beautifully; then he spoke them forcefully and
honestly. His addresses were deservedly designated as masterly.
He was a man of clean thoughts and clean speech. His inner life was carefully swept and garnished so that his life might truly tell
what sort of man he was. Some thought him at times abrupt. His career led him out into the open, and there what he felt to be the
right thing to say and do was said and done fearlessly, decidedly and honestly. He gave his whole strength to the affairs with which
he was from time to time entrusted. And he has fallen by the wayside because strength was exhausted and nature demanded her
rest. It can be truly said of him he was a brilliant man.
The God of all faithful workers has bidden him to lie down and rest. Sweet be his sleep and his awaking glorious.
"Our knowledge of Heaven's life is small,
The eye of faith is dim,
But 'tis enough that God knows all
And we shall be with Him."
TOWNSEND SCUDDER, Grand Master. By the Grand Master,
E. M. L. E HLERS, Grand Secretary.
Illustrious Brother SUTHERLAND became a Mason in Union Lodge, No. 45, Lima, New York, in 1870. He was Master of Mount Morris
Lodge, No. 122, in 1883-1884, and the first Master of Frank R. Lawrence Lodge, No. 797, Rochester, in 1889.
He was Most Worshipful Grand Master from June, 1897, to June. 1899.
He was Past High Priest in Ionic Chapter, No. 210, and a member of Cyrene Commandery, No. 39.
In the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite he was Master of the Rose Croix Chapter in Rochester, and received the thirty-third degree at
Chicago September 19, 1893.
http://www.archive.org/stream/17941894centenni00pars/17941894centenni00pars_djvu.txt
Walker M. Hinman was born in Wysox, Pennsylvania, 27 Jan 1796, and lived there until he was seventeen years of age. He went
to Canada in 1813, and remained there several years. He was made a Mason in 1819 at Belleville, Ontario, and was one of the
original members of the Masonic Lodge formed in Mt. Morris during the thirties. He was also a member of the first organization
of the I. O. O. F. here about the year 1845, and erected a building for their use on Clinton street, and at the time of his death was the
second oldest Mason in the United States.
He was married at Browington, Vermont, February 1, 1829, to Hannah McCurdy of that place. He moved to Rochester, New York,
the same year and was the contractor who erected the old Clinton hotel and the old Kempshell flouring mill in Rochester. He moved
to Mt. Morris about February, 1830, and lived in a log house situated on the lower end of Main street, and in May of the same year
moved into the frame house on the corner of Main and Murray streets, where he died April 21, 1891, having lived there 61 years,
and where his two daughters still reside, his wife having died twenty years previous. On the organization of St. John's Episcopal
church in 1833, he was chosen Vestryman and soon after was made W arden, and with the exception of a few years held that
position up to the date of his death.
He erected the first Protestant Episcopal church in 1835 and 1836, which was purchased by the Methodist Episcopal church in
1856, and is now occupied by that society. In 1838, he made a contract with the Genesee Valley Canal to furnish stone from a
quarry in Woodsville, NY, and was engaged in the business about eighteen months. He was colonel in the old state militia in this
section, General W. A. Mills in command.
We copy the following from his obituary: Mr. Hinman died at the advanced age of 95 years. His vigorous intellect remained clear to
the last. He was honorable and upright in all his public dealings, and generous to a fault, public spirited and untiring in his devotion
to the church, which he loved too well. He was a man of rare genial disposition, retaining his cheerfulness to the end. He was a kind
neighbor and a fast friend, courteous and gentlemanly, very hospitable and exceedingly fond of the society of young people. In form
he was erect with a commanding physique and pleasing address. Mr. Hinman leaves two sons, Portus M. of Rochester, and Charles
H. of Chicago, and two daughters, Martha T. and Harriet E. , who lived in the old homestead, and one grandson, Frank P. , of this
village.
1855 Masonic Register
MOUNT MORRIS LODGE, NO. 122. - Mount Morris, Livingston Co.
Date of Charter, June 9th, 1847.
Meets on the First and Third Monday evenings of each month.
Worshipful Master, John Vernam,
Senior Warden, Chas L. Bingham,
Junior W arden, Selden Carpenter,
Secretary, Chas. E. Martin,
Treasurer, Francis Yeomans,

Senior Deacon, Horace W . Gregory,
Junior Deacon, Myron H. Begole,
Wm. D. Morgan, Steward,
Augustus Conkey, Steward,
Andrew M. Goodwin, Tiler.
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PAST MASTERS.
Wm. D. Morgan,
Elias B. Drigprs,
John N. Hurlburt,
MEMBERS
Elmer B. Abbey,
John Allen,
Geo. P. Alvord,
Phineas Alvord,
Henry G. Ames,
Leonard Andrew,
Wm. R. Annis,
John Bangs,
Joseph Begole,
Samuel T. Brewster,
Henry O. Brown,
Moses Camp,
Bartlett S. Cone,
Geo. F. Cone,
Amos Dalrymple,

Judson C. Goodrich,
Henry Wells,
Lorin Coy.

Ebenezer Damon,
Benjamin P. Driggs,
Geo. H. Durant,
Frederic Dunning,
Walker M. Hinman,
Willard A. Frost,
Henry Simpson,
Geo. S. Whitney,
Simeon Goodwin,
Jared D. Turrill,
Gotfred L. Straus,
Geo. F. Gage,
John W. McKensie,
John Roderick,
Hiram P. Mills,
Andrew T. Ferguson,

Jehial House,
Joseph Garlinghouse, Jr.,
Sherman M. Seeley,
Samuel L. Rockafellow,
Erastus S. Root,
Wm. Stahl,
Lucien B. Jones,
Isaiah B. Hamilton,
Geo. B. Goodwin,
Wm. Wilkins,
Areh. McArthur,
Isaac Philips,
H. C. Latiner,
Lewis W illiams,
Robert Sinclair,
Calvin Norton,

Ralph Jones,
Wm. H. Martin,
Anson N. Norton,
Elias Goldsmith,
Hugh Harding,
Daniel B. Noble,
R. B. Rian,
Asahel Parsons,
Porter Kellogg,
W. H. Salew,
Wm. Stark,
Chas. F. Smith,
James Yeomans,
Neale H. Youls,
Adelbert R. W. Wells,

-----Ibid, page 243.

Constellation Lodge, No. 320 and No. 404, Perry, New York. No 404 was constituted by a charter from the Grand
Lodge of New York, which charter bore date July 5th, 1846. The officers named in this charter were Charles W. Hendee, WM; Henry
E. Daniels, SW; Joseph B. Wycoff, JW. The charter was surrendered in 1862, and during ten years the sound of the gavel was not
heard. It was restored in 1872. The present officers are E. M. Reed, WM; M. S. Nobles, SW; M. Hathaway, JW; C. Homan, Treas; J.
J. Martin, Secretary; L. E. Chapin, SD; H. L. Birdsall, JD; R. F. Bullard, Tyler. The present membership is 44.
http://www.silverlakeview.com/perry_history/pdf/chapter_24.pdf
On 6 Mar 1819 a charter was granted to Constellation Lodge No. 320 at Perry, Genesee County, NY. The petitioners were:
Levi Benton
Samuel Bishop
John Bowers

Warren Buckland
James Edgerly
John Gibb

James Hammersley
Ebenezer Higgins, Jr.
George Mordoff

James Waterhouse
Jared Whitney

The first officers were: Ebenezer Higgins, WM; George Mordoff, SW; Charles Leonard, JW.
The first recorded returns to 1820 showed the following additional officers:
Thomas Edgerly, Secretary; Horace Bingham, Treasurer; Hiram Wright and Rufus Brayley, PWM’s. At that time it showed the
following additional members:
Charles Burlingham
John Bowen
Edward Camp
Edward Carap

Nathan Chichester
Peter Clark
Smith Finch
Otis Higgins

Selden Higgins
John D. Langdon
Allen Miller
Samuel E. Phoenix

Peter Sedam
Jonathan Woodbury
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http://books.google.com/books?id=j1IZAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA169&dq=%22constellation+Lodge%22+%22perry%22&lr=&cd=11#v=one
page&q=%22constellation%20Lodge%22%20%22perry%22&f=false page 168.
RENUNCIATION OF DEA. WM. A. BARTLETT, OF PELLA, IOWA.
(Note: During the ‘Morgan Incident’ considerable pressure was brought to bear upon Freemasonry and the Brothers to renounce it.
This is one of many examples of statements elicited during that time period.)
From the age of 14 [sic] until I was regularly initiated into the fooleries of ancient freemasonry, I had a very exalted opinion of the
institution, and a great desire to become instructed into its mysteries, and pledged myself, at that age, to an associate of mine, to do
so as soon as convenient after I should become of age. I was 21 in May 1826, and the September following became a member of
the order, by joining Constellation Lodge, in the town of Perry, NY. At that time, rumor was afloat that Morgan had made a
revelation of the secrets of the order, and that his book could be had at Batavia. I inquired of those whom I had notified that I wished
to join, what that rumor meant. I was told that Morgan had put out a spurious work on freemasonry, and had run away, to make the
people think he had been murdered, and thereby effect a great sale of his book, and, when that was accomplished, he would return.
That was satisfactory to me, as I placed great confidence in those who said so. I was initiated, passed and raised to the sublime
degree of master mason, in less than two weeks time. I was afterwards informed that they had done so, fearing that if my passing
and being raised had been delayed until the next regular meeting, that I might, during the time, get hold of Morgan's revelation. That
led me at once to the conclusion that it was truthful, which I afterwards found so to be. I was very much disappointed in not having
my expectation realized, and felt as though I had been imposed upon. I kept those feelings to myself. During the winter or spring
following my initiation, a resolution was offered in the lodge for adoption, and to be published outside the lodge, condemning the
abduction of Morgan. After much discussion, the worshipful master called another to the chair, and said, "Brethren, what do you
mean by offering such a resolution as this? Had you or I been at Batavia, we would have done just what those brethren have done,
and taken the life of Morgan, because the oaths of masonry demanded it at our hands. And now will you condemn brethren for
doing what you would have done, had you been there? I trust not." When the vote was taken, but three were in favor of the
resolution. This, with other things which I considered iniquitous, and that prevented justice from taking place, led me to conclude that
I had formed an unholy and wicked alliance. In the fall of 1827, I trust by the grace of God, I became a convert to Christianity, and
felt called upon to leave the lodge, conceiving it to be no place for a Christian. I petitioned the lodge for a discharge, which was
granted, and shortly after I united with the church of Christ. And, although I felt willing to condemn the institution as wicked and
dangerous, yet, it was some time before I felt willing to disclose the secrets which had been committed to me as such; but now I am
free from all such masonic obligations.
W M. A. BARTLETT. Pella, Iowa, Jan. 14, 1860.

Caledonia Lodge No. 369 (No. 402c), Caledonia, NY
Chartered 4 Jun 1824
Recommended by Leroy Lodge No. 260. This was for Caledonia Lodge No. 369, 3 Jun 1824: Gardner Osgood, WM; Robert McKay,
SW; Hiram Brown, JW; country of Livingston.
The first settlements occurred around 1795, but the first known permanent settlement began in 1797. The Town of Caledonia was
established in 1803 as the "Town of Southampton," having previously been known as "Northampton." It assumed its current name in
1806 due to the influence of settlers from Scotland. Part of Caledonia was used to form the Town of LeRoy (Genesee County) in
1814, and in 1819. Livingston County was formed from Genesee and Ontario Counties in 1821.
http://www.cal-mum.com/cal_tour.htm
VILLAGE INN - Built in 1816 by John McKay for Robert McKay. It was a brick building with a wood shingled roof and a wooden
porch along the entire front with wide wood cornices. (Note: The "red store" was owned by Col. Robert McKay, at the west end of
the village ‘which was extensively patronized.’)
MASONIC TEMPLE (Old Caledonia House run by Jared Moss) - Built for a hotel by James Shaw between 1830-1833. John
Butterick was the carpenter who built the spring floor in the dance hall. The stone was quarried on Quarry Road and hauled to the
site by Douglas Thompson. The porch ran across the entire front-large stables to the east (now gone). It was on the direct stage
coach line from Albany to Buffalo. April of 1908 purchased by the Masons for $7500.
Osgood GARDNER, a carpenter and joiner, was b. in Barre, MA, 1787; d. 26 Nov 1851; son of Lemuel Osgood and Lydia
Merrifield; m. Deborah Turner and settled in Caledonia, NY; moved to Akron, IN.
Children:
i.
Lydia Osgood,
b. 30 Dec 1821; m1 9 Dec 1841, James S. Chapin, d. 1842; m2 20 Nov 1851, John Pearson, d. 1853.
ii. Melancthon Osgood, b. 13 Jul 1823; m. 25 Dec 1842, Polly Welton. He was a mechanic and d. 1 Jan 1857.
iii. Susan Osgood,
b. 03 Jan 1825; d. 25 Oct 1841.
iv. Gardner Osgood,
b. 03 Dec 1827.
v. Jane Osgood,
b. 28 Mar 1829; m. 20 Apr 1852, D. E. Torrey of Akron.
vi. William Osgood,
b. 18 Aug 1831; was a lawyer and d. in 1861.
vii. Ovid P. Osgood,
b. 06 Nov 1833; a lawyer of Rochester, Ind.
viii. Sarah Osgood,
b. 26 Sep 1835; m. 20 Feb 1854, Andrew Strong of Akron.
http://www.fulco.lib.in.us/Tombaugh/Fulton%20Co.%20Handbooks/Html/Handbook%20S.htm
Mrs. Andrew Strong's father, Gardner Osgood, was born in Vermont April 12, 1787, of English parents; married in Monroe
County, NY, on 4 Mar 1821, to Deborah Turner, a native of Maine, born in 1797, of English parents. He came to Indiana in
1838 and entered land northwest of Akron, where he built the first saw mill in Henry Township, and erected a cabin, to which
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he brought his family on 1 Oct 1840. He was the father of ten children of whom Mrs. Strong, Jr., a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, was the eighth, born in Livingston County, NY, 26 Sep 1835.
ix. Harriet Osgood,
b. 23 Aug 1838.
x. Ann E. Osgood,
b. Mar 1841; d. 220 Sep 1842.
Robert McKay
http://books.google.com/books?id=uWoaAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA50&lpg=PA50&dq=%22Robert+McKay%22+%22caledonia%22&sourc
e=bl&ots=fERMTFWuoJ&sig=1ZAiYMDq94Gcmu2yidpQt2GuhwU&hl=en&ei=nQFrS_KrDpDR8QailomMBg&sa=X&oi=book_result&
ct=result&resnum=9&ved=0CBwQ6AEwCDgK#v=onepage&q=%22Robert%20McKay%22%20%22caledonia%22&f=false page 50.
MUMFORD - First known to the world as "McKenzie's Corners," then from the material of which its first dwellings were constructed
as"Slab City;" and later from one of its prominent and popular business men, Mr. E. H. S. Mumford, called "Mumfordville," and
finally, at the suggestion of the Post Office authorities, who were desirous of economizing in space, time and labor, the last syllable
was dropped from its name and it has since been called by its present cognomen, "Mumford." Had the usual custom been followed
of naming the village from its founders, it would have borne the name of Mc Kay or Mc Kenzie.
The Mc Kay brothers were of Scotch descent, though born in this country. John Mc Kay came to Caledonia in 1803, and in the
following year purchased of Charles Williamson, agent of the Pulteney Estate, the saw and grist mills he had just erected upon the
outlet of the Big Spring. Three years later John was joined by his brother Robert, and together they purchased of Williamson a
tract of 200 acres upon which the village of Mumford now stands, together with the water power of Spring Creek. The same year,
1806, the McKays erected upon their new purchase a saw mill; and in 1808 a small grist mill upon the site afterward occupied by the
Page mill. In 1809 Robert McKay sold his half interest in the Spring Creek property to Thomas Mumford, and returning to
Caledonia, engaged in selling merchandise.
http://books.google.com/books?id=zKkWAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA509&dq=%22Robert+McKay%22+%22caledonia%22&cd=9#v=onepag
e&q=%22Robert%20McKay%22%20%22caledonia%22&f=false page 509.
On the breaking out of the war of 1812 the Scotch people of Caledonia showed considerable enthusiasm. A company was raised
among them, and under the command of Robert McKay volunteered its services on the frontier. It was actively engaged both that
and the following years. In 1813 Captain McKay was promoted to the rank of Colonel, and William Duer succeeded him in the
command. While serving at Black Rock under Colonel Blakeslee, Colonel McKay and several others were taken prisoners and
carried to Montreal, where, after a time, they were exchanged. During the whole course of the war the settlers here showed
themselves strongly attached to the interests of their adopted country.
During the war the village of Caledonia was a favorite stopping-place for the soldiers and sailors passing to and fro between the
seaboard and the lakes. On one occasion a party of about five hundred sailors, who had been drafted to man Commodore Perry's
fleet on Lake Erie, stopped for a few hours at noon on their way west. They were transported by a train of between seventy and one
hundred great wagons. At that time all the land between the main street in the village and the shore of the springs was open. There
they were turned out to cook their dinner. Near by there was a field of potatoes, belonging to Robert McKay. As soon as the sailors
discovered it they began to dig the potatoes to cook for their dinner. Mr. McKay was, of course, greatly incensed, and sternly
ordered the trespassers off, but they did not notice him except to laugh and joke at his expense. He and several of his friends then
armed themselves and entered the field, determined to defend property, even at the expense of life. A fight was imminent when the
commanding officers, who were enjoying themselves in Mr. Cameron's tavern, were sent for, who soon allayed the disturbance. In
the course of the afternoon the detachment moved on to the west, and spent the night near Batavia. The next day they reached
Buffalo and were immediately put on board the fleet. Before the next morning they had secured prizes near Fort Erie valued at
$200,000.
Ibid, page 266.

West Star Lodge, No. 413, F&AM at Varysburgh, has 68 members in good standing, with a fund of $500.
The charter bears date June 5th, 1857. The first officers were Eli Williamson, W M; George A. Johnson, SW; Joshua Coughran, JW.
Charter members: H G. Parker, Chauncey Beebe, Owen Cotton, Roswell Gardner, W illiam Tanner, Amasa Barret, Harvey Johnson,
Lindorf Potter, M. D.
The present officers are Edward Madden, WM; Sylvester Field, SW; Eugene Peck, JW; G. C. Parker, secretary: J. B. Beck,
treasurer; A. G. Thomas, chaplain; G. H. Parker, SD; G. W . Wolf, JD; George M. Curry, SMC; Adam Embt, JMC; J. M. Johnson,
Tyler.
Dr. Lindorf Potter, b. ca 1822, a native of the town of Sheldon, Genesee (Wyoming) county, was a son of Dr. Benjamin Potter. The
latter married Phoebe, daughter of Dr. Eastman, of Connecticut, and came hence to Western New York in 1808, and was, therefore,
one of the earliest physicians in the Holland Purchase. Of four sons, two (Lindorf and Milton E.) became physicians and settled in
the same county of their birth, where they became distinguished in their profession. Dr. Lindorf Potter married Mary G. Blanchard,
daughter of the Rev. Abijah Blanchard, D. D., a prominent clergyman in the Episcopal Church, 12 Feb 1837, and settled in
Strykersville, NY. He removed to Warsaw, in 1842; thence to Varysburgh in 1844, where he practiced medicine until his death,
which occurred 27 Mar 1857.
Ibid, page 121.

Arcade Lodge, No. 419, F&AM was constituted May 19th, 1856 (date of warrant June 16th, 1857), with Ezra Farrington, W.
M.; Heman Wilson, S. W.; and Philander Cook, J. W. The charter members were: Ezra Farrington, Heman Wilson, Philander Cook,
A. B. Botsford, Silas Parker, Ira Rowley, S. Guild, E. Holmes, John Wade, H. Smith, J. G. Wood and J. S. Colby.
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Since its organization the following have been W. M.: Ezra Farrington, Heman Wilson, Reuben Ball. Gideon Bentley, Hiram Smith,
David Sill, I. Samuel Johnson, D. J. Woodworth, W. W. Wade and M. T. C. Perkins.
Meetings are held the first and third Fridays of each month. The membership is 94.
Officers for 1879: M. T. C. Perkins, W. M.; I. A. Cornwell, S. W .; Lucius Peck, J. W,: R. Ball, treasurer; J. H. Howard, secretary; A. F.
Skinner, S. D.; William C. Ladd, J. Ibid, page 140.
Gideon Bentley
Orsemus Hills Bentley, one of the prominent attorneys Wichita, has attained a position of high standing among the people of that
city during a residence there of over thirty years. Mr. Bentley was born in the village of Fabius, Onondaga county, Dec. 19, 1856. He
was the son of Gideon Bentley, a farmer and a native of Onondaga county, whose wife, also a native of New York state, was
Emma McClenthen. Originally the Bentley family lived in Ireland but was of English descent. The McClenthens were of Scotch
lineage. When Mr. Bentley was three years old his parents removed to western New York, near the city of Buffalo, where he was
reared on a farm. He completed his education in Arcade Academy at Arcade, Wyoming county, New York.
Emma Hickox McClenthen , d/o Thomas and Agnes (Bostwick) McClenthen, was b. in Manlius, NY, 19 Aug 1829; d. in Arcade, NY,
1 Mar 1879. She married in Fabius, NY, 11 Apr 1850, Gideon Bentley. He was born in Albany, NY, 9 Dec 1825.
Children:
i. MORRIS BENTLEY,
b. Feb. 19, 1856; m. 30 Sep 1880, Helen J. Sherwood.
ii. ORSA H. BENTLEY,
b. Dec. 19, 1857; spm 8 Feb 1877, Flora Harris.
iii. J UNO CLIFFORD BENTLEY b. Nov. 6, 1859; m. 21 Sep 1887, Allie Thomas.
iv. MARY ADELLA BENTLEY b. June 10, 1861; m. 4 Dec 1884, Halsey S. Johnson.
Philander Cook, (son of Josiah Cook and Miriam Shepard) b. 3 May1799; d. 8 Sep 1878 at Arcade, Wyoming, NY; m. Oct. 1817,
Esther Graves, b. 25 Jan 1798 at Augusta, NY; d. 17 May 1843 at Arcade, Wyoming, NY (sister of the wife of his brother, Jonathan
Cook): a farmer in Arcade, NY, sold patents. Children : Orrin; Eben ; Ann Jeanette, who m. Nathan Currier, a merchant in China,
NY; Paul; Caroline; Azelia; Oscar; and Clinton, who lives in Waterloo, Iowa.
Ezra Farrington, b. 24 Dec 1811 in Topsham, Orange, VT; d. 1890 in Holland, Erie, NY; son of Jacob Farrington and Hannah
Dickerman; m. Minera Calkins.
Children:
Eben Dix Farrington
(1851 - 1924)
Stephen Lewis Farrington (1853 - 1859)
Infant Farrington
(1855 - 1855)
Bertha N Farrington
(1865 - 1885)

Attica Lodge, No. 462, Free and Accepted Masons was instituted during the early part of the summer of 1858, and worked
under dispensation for nearly or quite a year, when the present charter was granted, dated June 20th, 1859, with the following
named persons constituting the charter members and original officers: Francis C. Cunningham, W. M.; Owen Cotton, S. W.; Henry
Spann, J. W.; Jared D. Tuerrel, secretary; Roswell Gardner, treasurer; George Cooley, S. D.; Grove Cooley, J. D.; and Peter Cole,
tyler.
The following named persons were officers for the year 1879: W. Benham, W. M.; H. S. Kriegelstein, S. W., A. S. Cheeseman, J.
W.; Henry Spann, treasurer; Jacob Algier, secretary; J. A. Post, S. D.; John Griffith, J. D.; H. W. Pettibone, tyler. The regular
meetings of Attica Lodge are held in Masonic Hall, Rogers's block, Market street, on the first and third Wednesday evenings of each
month.
Previous to the Morgan excitement, which began in 1826, there was a masonic lodge at this place, but we were unable to obtain
either its number, the date of the charter or names of officers.
In 1808 George Cooley, with his family, located in the northeast part of the town. Mrs. Cooley had in her younger days learned the
tailoress's trade. She soon became the neighborhood tailoress, and such "fits," Ephraim Brainard, Esq., says he has never seen
since and never experienced before. However well the clothes didn't fit the boy had to "don " them, if his feelings did suffer
martyrdom.
Owen Cotton, who came from Vermont in 1806, was a millwright by trade, and finally located three miles south of Attica village, on
the Tonawanda Creek.
Owen Cotton, b. 2 Sep 1829 in Attica, NY; d. on 5 Feb 1864 in Magnolia, Rock Co, Wisconsin; bur. in Magnolia; m. Anna Marie
Howard on 22 Dec 1852 in Janesville, Rock Co, Wisconsin. Anna Marie Howard was born on 19 Jan 1834 in Frankfort, NY. She
died on 2 Apr 1929 in Volga, SD; bur. Hillcrest Cemetery, Estelline, Hamlin, SD; m. Owen Cotton on 22 Dec 1852 in Janesville,
Rock Co, Wisconsin. Other marriages: Dyball, William.
They had the following children:
i
Augustus Howard Cotton
ii Owen Eugene Cotton

Batavia Lodge No. 475, Batavia, New York
Chartered 12 Jun 1859
Prev. Fishers No. 212 (first meeting 4 Mar 1851); dissolved 5 Apr 1859.
General Ely S. Parker, of Civil War fame, was raised in Batavia Lodge No. 475 and later served as Master of Akron Lodge No.
527.
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http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/k/o/l/Tina-M-Kolberg/GENE2-0039.html
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CLAUDE LELAND CARR (JAMES GAYLORD , STUTELY HURD , CAPT. GEORGE , REV. STUTELY , ELEAZER , CALEB ,
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
CALEB , CALEB , ROBERT , BENJAMIN , WILLIAM KERROF KELSO, SIR, JOHN , ANDREW ) b. 17 Dec 1877 in Hector, PA; d.
20 Apr 1947 in Batavia, NY; m. HARRIET AMELIA WICKHAM 6 Jun 1900 in Hector, NY, d/o MORTIER LAFAYETTE and PRUDA
ERWAY. The education of C. L. Carr was obtained largely by himself as he lived and labored. He was compelled to leave school
while in the eighth grade and help in the support of the family. He later saved enough money to secure six months instruction in a
Business School. Previous to his marriage he secured a position in a general store in Knoxville, PA where he and Mrs. Carr resided
until he went to Batavia, NY in 1905 as one of the partners of the Oliver & Milne Co. He was with the Company for ten years as
manager of the Dry Goods store. In 1915 Mr. Carr severed his connections with the Oliver & Milne Co. and purchased the A. T.
Boyd Co. which then became the Dry Goods firm of C. L. Carr Co. which still holds its position as one of the progressive stores of
Batavia. "Since 1919 his brother, W. V. Carr, and more recently his son, R.W. Carr, have been associated with C. L. Carr in this
business. C. L. Carr was an extremely public spirited man giving a great deal of his time and energy to the service of his community
in many different ways. He was a member of Batavia Lodge No 475 F&AM. He and the family were affiliated with the [First] Baptist
Church [of Batavia, NY].
Children:
i. ROBERT WICKHAM CARR,
b. 17 Feb 1905, Knoxville, PA; d. 17 Apr 1985, Batavia, NY.
ii. JAMES GORDON CARR,
b. 20 Feb 1907, Batavia, NY; d. 10 Aug 1983, Greenwich, CT.
iii. CHRISTINE LUCILLE CARR,
b. 14 Feb 1912, Batavia, NY; d. 16 May 2004, Fairport, NY.
iv. VIRGINIA ALINE CARR,
b. 27 Mar 1916, Batavia, NY; d. there 8 Jan 2000, Batavia, NY.
http://books.google.com/books?id=ivssAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1228&dq=%22Batavia+Lodge+No.+475%22&lr=&cd=13#v=onepage&q=
%22Batavia%20Lodge%20No.%20475%22&f=false page 1228
William K. Martin, a representative of the farming interests of the town of Henrietta, was born in this part of the county on 11 Oct
1842. His father, Elijah Ward Martin, was a native of Sand Lake, Rensselaer, NY, born 18 May 1805, but in early childhood became
a resident of Henrietta. Having arrived at years of maturity, he wedded Miss Hannah B. Gorton, a daughter of the Rev. Thomas
Gorton, the wedding being celebrated in 1852, and unto them were born nine children. For some time the father carried on teaming
and thus provided for the support of his family. He died 5 Mar 1870.
William K. Martin was a young lad at the time of the removal of the family to the town of Henrietta, where he acquired his early
education. He afterward attended the Carey Collegiate Seminary and thus completed his school life. During the periods of vacation
and after he had finished his education he worked at home, early becoming familiar with the duties and labors that fall to the lot of
the agriculturist. After living in the town of Henrietta for some years he sold his property there and removed to Genesee county in
1870.
On 13 Mar 1872, Mr. Martin was united in marriage to Miss Flora S. Martin, and unto them have been born a son and daughter,
Ward R., who assists in the operation of the home farm; and Emma L., now the wife of Manard Perry, who has charge of the farm.
Mr. Martin is a member of Batavia lodge, No. 475. A. F. & A. M., and gives his political allegiance to the democracy. He has many
times been asked to run for the office of assessor but has always refused. With his family he attends' the Christian church at Rush
and is interested in the material, intellectual and moral progress of his community. His time and energies are largely devoted to
general farming interests and he is now the owner of eighty-seven acres of land, which he has brought under a high state of
cultivation and which indicates his careful supervision in its fine appearance, which is proof of his practical and progressive
methods.
http://www.genealogybuff.com/ny/ny-genesee-obits1.htm
Mr. Robert M. Clement, age 93, of Batavia, an accountant with Massey-Ferguson and Trojan Industries, died Thursday, June 12,
2003, at LeRoy Village Green Nursing Facility. Mr. Clement was born 11 Sep 1909 in Carlton, the son of the late Milton O. and
Charlotte Morton Clement. A 1928 graduate of Batavia High School, he was a member of St. James Episcopal Church in Batavia,
where he was a former vestryman and served as junior warden at St. Paul´s Episcopal Church. He was a member and past master
at the Batavia Lodge No. 475 F&AM, life member of Batavia Elks Lodge No. 950 and St. Nicholas Club. He was a member of the
Rochester Consistory, 32nd degree and former member of the Damascus Temple Shrine.
He was a former councilman with the Town of Stafford, life member of the Stafford Fire Department and their exempts and life
member of the Western New York Volunteer Fireman’s Association. He was a served on the Stafford Rural Cemetery´s board of
trustees and was a member of the Holland Purchase Historical Society. He also was a violist with the original Genesee Symphony
Orchestra. His wife, Mary Miner Clement, died in 1981. Surviving are his son, Robert S. (Karen Fargo) Clement of Stafford; a
granddaughter, Michelle Clement; two step-granddaughters, Melissa & Kathryn Bowen and two step great-granddaughters. Burial
was in Stafford Rural Cemetery.
http://www.westsidenewsonline.com/OldSite/westside/news/2001/0507/deaths.html
John L. O'Connor, Sr., 76 of North Bergen, well known instrument maker and piano technician, died at Strong Memorial Hospital,
Rochester, Friday, 27 Apr 2001. He served in World War II and the Korean War, retired as acting lieutenant of the Batavia City
Police Department and he retired as director of the Keyboard Institute at SUNY Brockport in 1983.
Mr. O'Connor was the owner of the Bergen Piano and Harpsichord Shop in North Bergen and was the inventor of the Neo-classic
Fortepiano which he built with the assistance of his two sons. In 1973, he received a Master Craftsman Fellowship award from the
National Endowment of the Arts for the prototype which was used by famous artists including Rudolph and Peter Serkin.
He played several charity benefit concerts on both harpsichord and piano and for many years was organist at Batavia Lodge No.
475 F.&A.M. Surviving are his wife, Norma Williams O'Connor; two sons, John L. (Cynthia) O'Connor Jr. of Brockport and David M.
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O'Connor, Sr. of Byron; five grandchildren; two sisters, Mrs. Kaye Gill of Brockport and Mrs. DeEtte Chamberlain of Belfast, New
York; a nephew and two nieces.
http://www.cnocandoire.com/heffernan/heffernan/f165.htm
Henry C. Senn of Buffalo, a former well-known Batvian, died at 3 o'clock this morning (20 Nov 1939) at the Buffalo General Hospital
where he had been a patient for five weeks. He was born at Pembroke on 5 Sep 1865, the son of Frederick Semm and Clara L. Litt,
and spent his youth in that vicinity. In 1892, he became engineer at the Batavia and New York Woodworking Company and held that
position until he moved to Buffalo in 1919. Up to the time of his last illness, he was an engineer at the Erie County Penitentiary at
Wende.
During his residence in Batavia, Mr. Senn was active in Masonic circles, having served as Master of Batavia Lodge, No. 475, F. &
A. M., and as high priest of Western Star Chapter, No. 35. R. A. M. He was a member of Batavia Commandery, No. 34, K. T., a life
member of Damascus Temple No. 4, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of Rochester, a life member of Rochester Council No. 4, Universal
Craftsmen Council Engineers and had served as grand worthy chief of the International Organization of the U. C. C. of E. He was
also a member of Corfu Grange. He was one of the organizers and served as the first Worthy Patron of Batavia Chapter, No. 276,
Order of the Eastern Star and was assistant grand lecturer of Genesee-Wyoming District of Eastern Star.
Mr. Senn was twice married. On 26 Nov 1890, he married Clara B. Ashley of Corfu who died on 5 Mar 1933. He later married Mrs.
Caroline Kruetter of Buffalo, who survives. He is also survived by three sons, Leo D. of Buffalo, Henry A. of New York and Clarence
A. of Rochester; a daughter, Mrs. Norman Hennig of Stafford; two sisters, Mrs. Julia Tubbs of Buffalo and Mrs. Clara Colby of Corfu;
an aunt, Mrs. Lizzie Childs of Pembroke and five grandchildren. Interment was in Evergreen Hill Cemetery, Corfu, where services
were conducted by Batavia Lodge, No. 475, F. & A. M.
http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/genesee/stickle-cw.htm
Charles W. Stickle, was born at Cobourg, Ontario, 26 Jul 1843, of German parentage which may be traced back to the early part of
the seventeenth century. In 1866 he was graduated B. A. with high honors from Victoria University, and three years later he
received from his alma mater the degree of M. A. At the close of his college life he came to OakfIeld, Genesee county, and taught
as assistant master at Cary Collegiate Seminary until 1871, when he removed to New Jersey and spent eleven years there as
master of a classical school in the city of Passaic. At the end of that time he returned to Batavia to accept the position of teller in the
Farmer's Bank of Batavia, which position he still occupies. Mr. Stickle has been for many years a prominent Free Mason in this
locality. For fifteen years prior to 1898 he was secretary of Batavia Lodge No. 475, and the fraternity have now honored him by
electing him W. M. of the lodge. He is also secretary of Western Star Chapter No. 35, RAM, and recorder of Batavia Commandery
No. 34, KT; he has also for many years been a member of the vestry of St. James Episcopal church, and assistant superintendent
of its Sunday school. On 1 Jan 1870, Mr. Stickle married Emily Anna, daughter of Amasa D. W aldo; they have four children: Charles
Waldo. M. D., of New York city; Dwight W., of Anheim, Cal.; Howard W., of Boston, Mass.; and Wellington W., of Batavia.
http://genesee.bettysgenealogy.org/jftaylor.htm
MY FATHER
By Cora Taylor Harvey, El Dorado , Kansas 1935
Transcribed by Marilyn Canfield
James Fuller Taylor was born in Oakfield, Genesee. NY, 5 Feb 1838. He died 31 Jul 1877
while visiting at the home of his sister, Mrs. Harry Slater, near Elba and was interred a that
place, which was not far from the place of birth. He had grown to manhood in these
communities and had received the major portion of his education - tho’ a part of the more
advanced schooling may have been in Batavia, county seat of Genesee Co. The valley of the
Genesee River in western New York is a beautiful portion of the state.
Presumably, during the autumn part or winter months of 1843 his father (Mark) had migrated to
this part of New York from Alexandria, New Hampshire. Later when LeRoy, his oldest brother,
was eighteen months old and the sister Elizabeth but three weeks, the mother Elizabeth
(Betsy) Page Taylor, followed her husband, making the trip from New Hampshire in a sleigh
with her fifteen year old brother , Benjamin for driver.
In the new home in the then "western" country, James was born in 1828 and Joshua Page , the
youngest of the family in 1840.
Grandfather, Mark Taylor Jr. was a cooper by trade and grandmother, Betsy a tailoress. My
father according to the customs of the day, learned his father’s "trade". LeRoy was a baker and
a candy maker. Joshua (Dot) was a printer.
When I was sixteen and visited Aunt Elizabeth, she showed me the old home - a white frame
dwelling standing close to the road that let to Oakfield. Nearby was a shop, very near the highway, where Grandfather and my father
plied their trade. I think however, that my father did not follow this to any extent.
In appearance my father was of medium height, fair of complexion, hair auburn in hue, beard-reddish, and large very blue eyes. His
hair was curled , a very great boon, in the fashion of the day and his hands were slender and finely modeled. He possessed a
beautiful singing voice also, and aunt Elizabeth told me he was a popular entertainer in that way. She said the young people loved
to have him "sing for their dances." I wish I had asked her what they sang.
They still danced to those old tunes sung by some good voice when I went to York State in 1886 and spent a year with my father’s
people, attending church and Sunday school at a stone chapel crowing a long hill and attending the parties of a lively bunch of
young Quaker folk.
I have a very clear remembrance of my father and of his forceful personality, though I was but seven and a half when he died. I
sensed his sensitive spirit, his reserve and his refinement. Before he left me, he impressed me with many beautiful ideals, with an
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ambition to study and with his desire that I should be wholly honest and sincere. He was careful of what I ate and I remember how
keen I was to please him with my table manners.
He read good books and enjoyed good poetry . I have a few of his books and regret losing his pocket edition of Milton’s Paradise
Lost and Regained.
I remember him as affectionate and endearing although his temper was quick and he could be stern. I think he did not care for many
people nor did he trouble himself to make friends, though he was a loyal friend to and much loved by the people he took into his
heart.
I think he was never obsessed with what today we call "Money Madness. He came from a thrifty New England stock-careful of
money , ambitious to provide well for his family, liked the things it took money to buy-nice clothes , good books and entertainment,
travel.
From deductions I made, when in his old environment and amongst his people, I would presume his background and early
influences were not deeply religious. His nearer relatives were either Sprititualists or Unitarian in faith. He, himself (at least after he
came to the West) leaned to the Methodists.
He was but twenty –three when the Civil War broke out. At the time of his enlistment he must have been working for his brother
LeRoy in Batavia, as he gave his occupation as baker.
His war service was from May 1, 1861 to May 17, 1863 when he was mustered out at Elmira, New York. His discharge paper states
that he was a Sergeant of Charles E. Randall’s Company (K), 12th Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry. I note it gives his
height as five feet eight and one-half inches, and his age as twenty two- a discrepancy between that and the birth record, tho’ I
suppose the "Discharge" quoted his enlistment paper. As his commission , as such, was not issued until 13 July 1861, but cites him
as Sergeant of Co "K" from May 13, 1861- I presume he was so placed by election of his company in the beginning.
In his sister’s possession were letters dated from battlefields, which she showed me and which I read in 1886. These she burned
later in a fit of despondency- thus depriving his descendants of these rare and precious mementos. One of these written (I think)
after the second battle of Bull Run, was penciled on a fly-leaf from a note book (one side glazy and bright green) and told on one
page how he (my father) had noticed, in an advance thro’ a fusillade of exploding shells that men had twice fallen on either side of
"Dot" = his baby brother- but both of them had come through uninjured. They were in the "Army of the Potomac" under Gen. Geo.
McClelland’s command. The Slaters were northern Democrats – not at all in sympathy with "Lincoln’s cause" – and Aunt Elizabeth
was always bitter over my father’s sacrifice of health to his army service. His discharge paper bears a stamp showing he had
collected an additional bounty ($100) tho a line is drawn thro’ the amount which might have been changed under an act of July 28,
1866.
He applied for a pension , but here let the matter rest because it was his belief (Aunt Elizabeth said) that the country should be
helped in that way by its ex-soldiery during the year of recovery. I collected this pension money in 1926 which with interest
amounted to 1361.73 in July 1877 at the time of his death.
My father was a Mason – a member of Batavia Lodge No. 475 and later of King Solomon’s Lodge in Leavenworth Kansas.
There were two things in the Slater home which I should liked to have had after Aunt Lib’s death – two mementos of war which he
sent home from battle-fields. They were a drawn "shell" which she used as a door weight, and a handsome volume of Longfellow’s
poems which he rescued from the burning home of a Confederate.
Not long after his war service was over, perhaps because his health was not too robust, he turned to the new state of Kansas the
Mecca of the young men at that time.
I think he reached Kansas and Leavenworth, where he had at least one cousin – perhaps others –in the early part of 1865. On
August 2nd of that year he received from C.E. Pond’s Commercial College of Leavenworth "A Certificate of Tuition" to the amount of
seventy-five dollars. "the stipulated price for a Complete
Course of Instruction in the Science of Accounts, including Book-Keeping, Lectures, Commercial Calculations and Practical
Penmanship." The seems to have been a receipt of payment and a diploma in one.
He boarded at the home of Charles Calvert and married Alice E. Calvert in December 1866. At the time of his marriage he was a
book-keeper for the "Conservative" a Leavenworth paper and I’ve been told he remained in that line of work until his health began to
fail in 1872.
Hiram S. Sleeper , a cousin of my father was Surveyor General of Public Lands in Kansas. My father was commissioned a Notary
Public in 1866 by Sam Crawford ,Gov. attached to the Commission is a bond in my father’s handwriting signed by himself and H.S.
Sleeper on Sept 17, 1868.
In August of that year he was made Deputy Surveyor to H. S. Sleeper by appointment. It must have been during that summer of
1871 that my father returned to York State for a visit – probably especially to see his mother who had reached her 70th year and
was not in the best of health and died in 1872.
Butler County claimed the attention of Grandfather Calvert, Uncle James Calvert and my father. They ( the boys chose their land in
1871) and in 1872 the young men and their families came to this county, Grandmother and Grandfather Calvert came in the fall.
While building the rough houses on the claims they lived in a log cabin on the Little Walnut. My father’s house was better built than
the others, as he had hauled the lumber from Emporia, built a stone foundation as a stay against the cyclones he so dreaded.
Grandfather and Uncle James Calvert chose to build their claim houses of native lumber, which was walnut . My mother was a good
pioneer-quite ready to make the best of the crude conditions, but my father had no taste for it and was not a farmer.
After "proving up" the claim, the Taylors returned to Leavenworth. The little cottage where they lived is the first house of which I
have any memory..I can recall the three rooms: living room, bedroom and kitchen and remember my father in this house.
I think the family did not remain long in Leavenworth but went to Atchison where my father was a book-keeper for the A.B. Symmes
Wholesale Grocery Co. Our home was a four roomed corner residence. I remember running to meet my father as he returned from
work , of visiting the office and being lifted to a high stool that brought me up beside the desk on which the great ledgers lay. I
remember, of his bringing home his medicine glass and dropping it on the doorsill to show me how unbreakable it was. At the table
one day I found a box of round Sugar Plums and in the bottom of the box an exquisite coral pin. He had chosen that way of
presentation.
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It was in this house I "learned my letters." My father was my teacher and did not think me especially bright. I had difficulty mastering
the alphabet but learned to read quite rapidly once I accomplished it. I remember his pleasure and my own great relief when I finally
mastered my first hard task.
The cousins Charles and Martha Tolford, whom Aunt Lib speaks of in her letter of 1868, had come to Kansas and settled in Neosho
Rapids , near Emporia. His old uncle Page, John Page, his mother’s brother, also lived there with this uncle. Sue McCloud or
McLeod is also spoken of in this letter of 1868.
This old uncle had a son who was a physician- Dr. John Page , who lived on a farm not far from Neosho Rapids. He was stationed,
as physician , with a regiment at some fort ( I do not know if it was Fort Scott or Fort Dodge) for some years but his family remained
on the farm.
In the summer of 1875 ( I think this date is right) Dr. John asked my father to spend the winter with him at the fort where he hoped
the climate might help him and where he might give him his personal supervision. It was arranged that my mother and I should
remain with his wife, Billi, and the two boys Onace and Joe at the farm. The doctor did everything in the world for my father but all to
no purpose, and so advised him to try the mountains of Colorado.
There was a return to Atchison for a short time and I remember they had a large room in the down-town district. Then my father
went away and my mother and I had a room near our old neighborhood and friends.
I do not know just when but I know my mother and I returned to Butler County and her people. Both Grandfather Calvert and Uncle
Luther Calvert died in 1876 and my father camr from Colorado in the spring of ’77. The mountains had not benefited him. He
remained at the claim home several months. Those were the days of my clearest memories of him.
That early summer he decided to return to his native state, there to spend the few days the dread "consumption" seemed to promise
him.. We stopped in Leavenwroth where he made arrangements for the trip and amongst the Lyon county relatives for a brief visit at
Dr. Page’s and Charles Tolfords.
There are but few memories that come to me of that journey. A part of the way my father was very ill and one day my beautiful and
distracted mother must have lived with her heart in her mouth. He was so very ill, his berth had to remain made up for him. He had
much difficulty in breathing and I think the train officials though he was too ill to travel. I presume it was through the lowlands along
the Ohio River where he suffered so, for it was early July! How my mother worked over him! How I watched and waited – my
concern for her as I realized her anxiety. However, when he reached his "native heath" he revived wonderfully and when we arrived
in Batavia was amazingly improved , as was to be expected – tho’ few days lay before him..
For some reason, Uncle Henry came in a small "single carriage" probably for my father’s greater comfort – to take him to his home
several miles to the north. My mother and I stayed at the home of Grandmother Taylor’s brother - Benjamin Page – then mayor of
Batavia. His home was a beautiful place presided over by Celia, his youngest daughter, a most beautiful young woman.
Uncle Henry returned for us in the afternoon but the day was a long one for my mother, tired from the journey and anxious about my
father. I remember her nervous wanderings to door and windows and the drawn look on her face.
Many people came to see my father and incidentally my mother and myself. It seemed there was one place he wished to go – to see
his old great-aunt Jane (in her nineties home place) and Mary the wife of his cousin John Sleeper.
John , Mary, my father and mother (Aunt Martha tells me)lived together for a short time in Leavenworth. The two women were fond
of each other and my mother was very desirous of the visit to Aunt Jane’s home where poor Mary lay twisted and ill from
rheumatism and where, also the old aunt was bed-fast.
My father called me into Aunt Jane’s room- kept very dark because of her eyes. She was almost blind but tried so to see if I "looked
like Jim." What a wee shriveled mite of humanity she was! But tho’ I felt a sort of fear in all this strangeness, I was impressed with
my father’s pleasure at seeing her and his great regard for her.
The cousin’s wife Mary died before my father, I think, leaving two little girls , Jane and Emily. Who were respectively a year older
and a year younger than I.
My father lived out the month among his own people – passing away on 31 Jul 1877.
The funeral services were held in the Slater home and I was taken in charge by a young doctor from Albion, Sam Cochran by namea distant cousin. I rode with them (he and his mother) and I was taken with them to some home for dinner. I had formed a liking to
this young doctor and I presume the thought was to relieve my mother – how I longed for her!.
This closes what I know of my father’s life. A simple ordinary existence but a life of brave merit withal, too, too short.
For the times he left my mother well provided for with the prairie claim in Spring township and a life insurance policy of $5,000. With
a portion of this my mother built a home in El Dorado. Near three thousand dollars of this money yet remained for me when I was
wholly orphaned at age twelve.
I have often conjectured what life for me might have been had my parents lived, had my father made the back-ground for his family
in a normal way. At any rate I did not miss his influence for industry, integrity and high aspirations – for these he left me in legacy.
Addenda
Even as I finish this little story of my father it occurred to me that I should chronicle that with my generation the Taylor line is "snuffed
out."
In 1886 when I was in York state my Aunt Elizabeth Slater told me that so far as she knew besides the Taylors of her own branch
th
i.e. that Mark Taylor Jr. (my grandfather)there was only one other of this 8 generation from the first Taylors who came to America.
This one was her cousin Sylvester Taylors daughter, Mary Emma, who was born Sept. 20, 1866.
A few years ago, Alta Culver (Lena Taylor’s daughter, Albion , New York) sent me what she had of the family history . She said she
had been in correspondence with Miss Mary E. Taylor of Canterbury N.H. that she had provided her with much of the data so Amos
Taylor’s line passes with Sylvester’s daughter Mary Emma. By the way, Mary E. Taylor is a D.A.R. her National number being
85520. She joined under her mother’s genealogical connection in the name "Patty" but used the Taylor evidence as supplementary.
This would be an easy way to establish eligibility. – just prove one is of the same line.
Of my father’s generation I was his only child. His older brother LeRoy’s children were Clarence who never married, and Lena
(Culver) whose children now living, Alta and Byron, do not have the same name of course.
Elizabeth’s children were Orville and Henry Slater. Orville’s children are Howard and Ethel (De Lano). Henry died (killed by lightning
) and was never married.
The younger brother Joshua (Dot) had one son Frank, killed in an automobile accident in Wichita Falls Texas, July 23 1933.
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Frank was twice married , but left no children , so he was the last of his – our line of Taylors.
There is something sad in the dying out of a people – in the passing of a name. Of course the blood remains. The eccentricities , the
facial features, the physical build, special individualism, the weaknesses, the strong trends of character will live on – but the
individuality of the name is gone. There is regret to me in that – for the Taylor ancestry in America has been recorded a simple ,
honorable, and loyal people, - wholly worthy of respect.
http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/genesee/tomlinson-dw.htm
DANIEL W. TOMLINSON, president of the Bank of Batavia, and one of the most thoroughly representative men of Western New
York, was born 1 Jan 1849, the son of Daniel W. Tomlinson, who was a native of Middlebury, Vt. At eighteen years of age, Daniel
W. Tomlinson, father of the subject, went to Mobile, Ala., as clerk in a large mercantile house and engaged in the cotton trade. A few
years later Mr. Tomlinson became a partner in the business and accumulated a fortune there. In 1845 he removed to the town of
Alexander, where he purchased the farm of Peter A. Remsen. He soon became a stockholder in the old Exchange Bank of
Genesee, was subsequently elected its vice-president, and finally became its sole manager. In 1850, after having bought up all the
stock of the institution, Mr. Tomlinson removed it to Batavia, with the intention of locating it in a building adjoining the old American
Hotel, but that building being destroyed in the great fire of 1850, the bank was located in a building adjoining the Eagle Hotel.
Subsequently it occupied the quarters which afterward came into the possession of the Farmers' Bank of Attica. Mr. Tomlinson was
one of the most public spirited men of the town and county. He served as president of the village, and principally through his efforts
the excellent waterworks system of the village was established. He was one of the organizers of the Batavia Gas Company, and
was prominently identified with various other important private and public interests in Batavia. His death, which occurred 5 Oct 1870,
was a distinct loss to the community.
The subject of this sketch, like his father, is regarded as one of the sagacious and far-sighted business men of Genesee county;
conservative and prudent, but liberal and public-spirited in affairs pertaining to the welfare of the community. Since 1882 he has
been president of the Bank of Batavia, one of the strongest financial institutions in the State, outside the large cities. This bank was
organized in 1876; up to 1882 it had not been successful, but with the beginning of Mr. Tomlinson's management the conduct of its
affairs underwent a radical change and success attended its career. The payment of dividends was begun in the fall of 1883, since
which time they have been regularly paid twice each year. In the meantime a surplus of over one hundred thousand dollars has
been accumulated and in 1895 a handsome fire proof banking house, probably the finest occupied by any country bank in New York
State, was erected.
Mr. Tomlinson was married on 6 Dec 1871, to Una Redfield, daughter of the late Hon. Heman Judd Redfield [Jr.]. They have
three children: Daniel W., Jr., Everett R. and Redfleld. Two daughters have died. Mr. Tomlinson is a member of the Batavia Club, of
Batavia Lodge No. 475, F. & A. M., and has served as high priest of Western Star Chapter No. 35, and as commander of Batavia
Commandery, Knights Templar. He is identified with other organizations, and has interests in numerous enterprises in Genesee
county aside from his banking business. In politics he has always been a Democrat.
http://bettyt.tripod.com/wicks/d73.htm
William Edward WICKS , b. 5 Dec 1872 in Elba, Genesee, NY; d. 13 Oct 1927 in Batavia,
Genesee, NY of heart failure; bur. Elmwood Cemetery, Batavia, NY. He was employed by the former
Baker Gen & Forging Co. for a time and then went into the automobile
accessories business. In his business he was a partner of Ray B. Gowing
and later of John A Will. He was a member of Batavia Lodge No. 475,
F&AM, Batavia Chapter, RAM, a life member of Batavia lodge of the Elks,
and a member of Batavia lodge No. 107, IOOF. He first married Nannie
B. McVea (d/o John McVea and Isabella) on 9 Nov 1893, b. ca 1873; d.
21 Apr 1900 in Batavia. Nannie was a prominent member of Batavia
Rebekah Lodge, No. 37, IOOF, and held the office of Recording
Secretary in that organization at the time of her death.
He next married Lois Lydia HAMMOND [photo] (d/o Oscar Decorell
HAMMOND and Ellen Amelia WALBRIDGE) on 31 Dec 1902 in Batavia,
Genesee, NY; b. 25 Mar 1882 in Batavia; d. 30 Jan 1973 in Utica, NY.
She died at 4:15 am at the Masonic Home in Utica where she had been a
resident since 1968. She was a member of the United Methodist Church, Batavia Chapter of OES, and a member of the Rebekah
Lodge.
Children, born in Batavia:
i. Ackley Decoral WICKS
b. 2 Feb 1905; d. 23 Jul 1982 in Oakfield, Genesee, NY. A former printer with Fix Printing Co, he
move to Oakfield in 1929 and worked for Charles Westervelt of the Oakfield Independent. In 1940 he and Arthur Richter, bought the
Independent, publishing a weekly newspaper and doing commercial printing. In 1946, he bought MR. Richter's interest in the
company and continued operations until 1950 when he formed a partnership with son, Donald. He retired in 1969, but continued in
the business on a part-time basis. He was a member of the Oakfield Methodist Church, a 50 Year member of the Oakfield Fire
Department, past noble grand of IOOF 496 of Alabama, NY and past chief patriarch of Genesee Encampment IOOF 59. He was
also a member of Batavia Lodge 475, F&AM; Western Star Chapter 35, Royal Arch mason; Nundawaga Council 92, Royal Select
Masters and was past commander of Batavia Commandery. He received a Dedicated Service Award and the honor of Meritorious
Companion in Royal Arch Masonry.
ii. Harold LaVern WICKS
b. 20 Mar 1907; d. 9 Sep 1971.
iii. Loren Hammond WICKS
b. 28 Nov 1909; d. 24 Aug 1972 in Batavia; bur. Maple Lawn Cemetery, Elba, Genesee, NY.
Loren lived at the family home, 4035 West Main Road, Batavia, NY, and was an employee of EN Rowell Co. for 46 years. He was a
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member of the First Methodist Church, Batavia Lodge 475 F&AM, Town of Batavia Fireman's Exempt Club, the Loyal Order of the
Moose, and the Sons of Union Veterans.
iv. John Raymond WICKS
b. 14 Mar 1914; d. 24 Feb 1971; toolmaker at Buerk Tool & Machine Corp., Buffalo, NY;
member of Buffalo Garden lodge of the IOOF and the United Methodist Church.
http://boards.ancestry.com/localities.northam.usa.states.newyork.counties.genesee/712/mb.ashx?pnt=1
The Daily News, Batavia, Genesee Co., NY, Thursday Evening, March 30, 1922
JOSEPH S. W ILFORD - Prominent Resident of Elba Died at the Batavia Hospital This Morning
Joseph S. Wilford, a prominent and life-long resident of this village, died at 5 o'clock this morning at the Batavia hospital following
an illness of four months with stomach trouble. With his wife he spent the winter in Florida, returning home on March 4th in a
weakened condition. He entered the hospital last Monday.
Mr. Wilford was the eldest son of the late Eugene B. and Catherine Wilford. He was born at Elba 59 years ago. In every activity of
the village he had taken an interest and was highly esteemed by all who knew him, both in private life and in a business way. Mr.
Wilford was a member of the Presbyterian church of which he had been clerk and treasurer many years. For 32 years he was justice
of the peace, but declined re-nomination two years ago. He had been a director of the Bank of Elba since its organization seven
years ago. He was a member of Elba grange, Elba lodge of Odd Fellows and Batavia lodge, No. 475, F. & A. M. At one time he
was postmaster for four years. On September 12, 1895, Mr. Wilford married Miss Cora Edds of Elba. Beside his wife he is survived
only by a brother, Supervisor Arthur C. Wilford of this village. Burial was Maplelawn cemetery.
Ibid, page 285.

Warsaw Lodge, No. 549, was constituted by a dispensation granted on the petition of Jabez Warren, N. A. Stedman, John A.
Hubbell. John Ransom, Guy P. Morgan, D. L. Cook. W illiam Webster, jr., Norman J. Perry, John Windsor, Hopkins Salisbury, W.
Ely, Charles W. Fuller, Mason Hatneld, William E. Murray, John P. Randall, W allace Wolcott, Chester Wolcott, Jasper Keeny,
Charles A. Dake, M. E. Jenkins, Alphonso Brown, A. J. Wheeler, William Lewis, Calvin Ely and A. R. Torrey in the spring of 1864.
The charter bore date June 21st of the same year. The first principal officers were John Ransom, W. M.; W. R. Stedman, S. W.; and
John A. Hubbell, J. W. The office of W. M. has since been held by Gideon H. Jenkins, Delos A. Crippen, C. L. Fuller, Milan Baker,
Asa A. Luther, W. J. Service, D. A. Crippen and John Hannigan, the present master. The other present officers are M. R.
Quackenbush, S. W. ; A. A. Andrews, J. W . ; George Lemon, treasurer; and B. Munger, secretary.
D.; H. T. Wade. S. M. C.; J. S. Bushnell, J. M. C; G. G. Williams, tyler.

Hesperus Lodge No. 837
http://hesperuslodge.com/news.html

http://books.google.com/books?id=TooaAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1PA127&dq=%22hesperus+lodge+837%22&cd=3#v=onepage&q=&f=false page 127
Edwin M. Crocker, Democrat, who represents Genesee County in the Assembly, is a merchant of Bergen in that county. He was
born in Byron, 25 Jan 1860. He was educated in the common schools and the Brockport Normal School, graduating from that
institution in 1882, after which he studied three years at the University of Rochester. Mr. Crocker was married 17 Mar 1887 to Anna
J. Ford of Elba, NY. He was engaged in teaching for several years, holding the Principalship of the Union School at Tiergen, NY,
and Inter at Victor, NY. He conducted a general store and general insurance business at Byron, N Y.
Mr. Crocker is a member of Byron Grange, of Byron Center Lodge, No. 823, IOOF, of Genesee Encampment, No. 40, IOOF of
Batavia, NY, and of the Alpha Delta Phi Fraternity, also a Past Master of Hesperus Lodge, No. 837, F&AM of Bergen, NY. His
church affiliations are with the Presbyterian denomination, he being an elder of the Presbyterian Church at Byron, NY. Mr. Crocker
has been for ten years the Secretary of the Board of Education of the Byron Union School. He has been for ten years a member of
the Genesee County Democratic Committee and served as its Treasurer in 1908. He has held the office of Justice of the Peace and
of Town Clerk in his home town.
Nominated for the Assembly by the Democrats of his Assembly District in 1900, Mr. Crocker received 3,890 votes to 3,806 cast for
his Republican opponent, the Hon. Fred B. Parker. Speaker Wadsworth in 1910 appointed Mr. Crocker a member of the following
Assembly Committees: Villages, and Soldiers' Home.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nycleroy/Masons/Masons1953Part1.pdf

http://tyrianlodgebyketchum.com/masonic_stories_-_5
2 - The Morgan Affair, Why? (Part 4)
Appendix I.
Officers of Former Masonic Lodges at Batavia, N.Y. from 1811 to 1859.
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Olive Branch Lodge Under Dispensation
Date

Master

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Treasurer

Secretary

1811
1812

Ezra Platt
Richard Smith

Richard Smith
Lemuel Foster

Lemuel Foster
John Zenas Ross

William Rumsey
William Rumsey

Isaiah Babcock
Isaiah Babcock

Junior Warden

Treasurer

Secretary

John Zenas Ross
John Zenas Ross
Blanchard Powers
Charles S. Rumsey
Benjamin Allen
Benjamin Blodgett
Abner Ashley
Abner Ashley

William Rumsey
William Rumsey
William Rumsey
Benjamin Allen
Benj. Porter, Sr.
Abner Ashley
Noah North
Noah North

Isaiah Babcock
Isaiah Babcock
Isaiah Babcock
Richard Smith
Thomas H. Clark
Samuel Lake
Samuel Lake
Samuel Lake

Olive Branch Lodge No. 215
Date

Master

1813
1814
1815
1816
1817
1818
1819
1820

Richard Smith
Richard Smith
Lemuel Foster
Blanchard Powers
Blanchard Powers
John Zenas Ross
Blanchard Powers
Blanchard Powers

Senior Warden
Lemuel Foster
Lemuel Foster
John Zenas Ross
Edmund Tracy
Charles S. Rumsey
Eden Foster
Eden Foster
Ephraim Towner

Note: Olive Branch Lodge No. 215 moved to Bethany on April 5, 1821. Early in 1824 the members were thinking of moving back to
Batavia, but several members wished to stay in their present location, and a compromise was settled upon. Olive Branch Lodge No.
215 would stay in Bethany and retain their Warrant, but the members wishing to return to Batavia would receive the funds necessary
to establish a new lodge. This is the reason for a lapse in the officers listing between 1820 and 1825. Batavia Lodge No. 433
received their Warrant on June 8, 1825.
Batavia Lodge No. 433
Date

Master

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Treasurer

Secretary

1825
1826
1827
1828

William Seaver
William Seaver
William Seaver
William Seaver

Blanchard Powers
Harry Brown
Harry Brown
Harry Brown

Richard Dibble
Jonas S. Billings
Jonas S. Billings
Jonas S. Billings

Ephraim Brown
Richard Smith
Richard Smith
Richard Smith

Richard Martin
Richard Martin
Richard Martin
Richard Martin

Note: Owing to the Anti-Masonic excitement Batavia Lodge No. 433 was dormant from 1828 to 1829 and had no meetings. Its
Warrant was returned in 1839, but did not actively revive until 1842 as Batavia Lodge No. 88.
Batavia Lodge No. 88
Date

Master

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Treasurer

Secretary

1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847

Ebenezer Mix
Ebenezer Mix
Eden Foster
Joel Allen
Guy B. Shepard
Joel Allen

Thomas McCully
Eden Foster
Joel Allen
Guy B. Shepard
Joel Allen
Horace M. Warren

John Allen
John Wheeler
Daniel M. Seaver
Thomas T. Everett
Merrick C. Townsend
Hector Humphrey

Abiel W. Ensign
Hector Humphrey
Hector Humphrey
Hector Humphrey
Hector Humphrey
Stephen A. Wilson

Daniel M. Seaver
Kelsey Stone
George G. Blodgett
Eden Foster
Bradley G. Tisdale
Bradley G. Tisdale

Fishers Lodge No. 212
Date

Master

Senior Warden

Junior Warden

Treasurer

Secretary

1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859

Cyrus Pond
Horace M. Warren
Edgar C. Dibble
Kimball Ferren
Gad Worthington
Horace M. Warren
Stephen A. Wilson
Stephen A. Wilson
Stephen A. Wilson

Horace M. Warren
Edgar C. Dibble
Kimball Ferren
Horace M. Warren
Earl Alex Fargo
Kimball Ferren
Orrin Dewolf
Benjamin Pringle
Orrin Dewolf

Stephen A. Wilson
Kimball Ferren
Gad Worthington
Earl Alex Fargo
Walter Sutherland
Orrin Dewolf
Smith Frost
Samuel B. Pierson
Samuel B. Pierson

Hector Humphrey
Joseph C. Wilson
Horace M. Warren
George W. Miller
Henry T. Cross
Henry T. Cross
Trumbull Kimberly
Henry T. Cross
Albert H. Towne

John Eager
John Eager
Smith Frost
Trumbull C. Kimberly
David Seaver
James A. Olds
James A. Olds
David Seaver
David Seaver

Note: Dissension in Fishers Lodge No. 212 shown its ugly face and on April 5, 1859 the lodge became dormant, then on April 9,
1859, Batavia Lodge Under Dispensation was organized and on July 4, 1859, Batavia Lodge No. 475 received its Charter and is
still in existence today.
Original Bibliography: LaVerne S. Lamkin
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Several Township maps of Genesee & Wyoming Counties, 1854, 1866, 1876 and 1900.
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Blanchard Powers – Western New York Pioneer
Presented by Dr. Oscar A. Lang, 21 Mar 1957
Iroquois Council No. 37 - Allied Masonic Degrees
http://tyrianlodgebyketchum.com/masonic_stories_-_6
Very little information has ever been written or said about this early American who had so boldly asserted the right of his fraternity
to live unmolested. His name does not grace any portals of Masonic fame, nor is there any unit of the Craft named in his honor. In
fact, those within the earshot of this document will wonder why, where, and how, Powers’ name is to be resurrected. When a person
is a doer and accomplishes things, he wins enemies for himself, and the truth is hard to find. The story of Blanchard Powers is a
challenge to the historian, “a study of contrasts in moods, temperaments and, a bit of rapscallion intrigue.”
Powers was a controversial personality among the Masons of his day. Although he was a driving force with respect to the lodge,
he was not personally popular. Powers had a bad temper which very often caused disputes, as the records show. Perhaps it was
unfortunately so that he possessed such a disposition but, this is often the case when an individual becomes over enthusiastic,
forgetting the personal feelings and rights of others. This was the tempestuous Blanchard Powers. In the troubled years that were to
follow, his disposition proved to be an asset to the fraternity.
It must be kept in mind that only a few miles away from his home, the Rev. David Bernard and the Rev. John G. Stearns, both
rabid Anti-Masons, held their first meeting of the Seceding Masons at the new Baptist Church in Bethany Center. That whole area
was a hotbed of seething Anti-Masonry and, from this place the whole movement literally derived its origin. In the midst of this
violent commotion lived the indomitable Powers, the David to Anti-Masonry’s Goliath.
He was born in Vermont in 1769. The Grand Lodge of that State of Vermont does not have any records as to his origin or his
lodge. But the returns to the Grand Lodge of New York, in 1815-16, show that he was born in Winchester, New Hampshire. A
biographical Sketch of Genesee County published in 1890, stated, that Powers was a native of Bennington, Vermont, and that he
came to Batavia about 1806.
There is considerable difference in the facts about Powers as published in the Genesee County Sketch and those about him in
Seaver’s History of Freemasonry in Batavia, both appear about the same time, 1890-91. Seaver wrote that Powers was Master of
Olive Branch Lodge four times; the original minutes of that lodge show that he was regularly elected and installed eight times. The
same author wrote that Powers was married four times and had twenty children; The Sketch mentioned that he had one son, E. P.
Powers, who migrated with his father to the Batavia area. Two of E. P.’s sons were still living in 1891 when the Sketch was
published. One of his sons was an engineer, and the other, a baggage master for the New York and New Haven Railroad Co.
Regarding Powers’ occupation, one source stated that he was a Thomosonian physician; another stated he was a farmer. Seaver
wrote, “various occupations.” The Genesee Sketch stated he was a civil engineer and a school teacher.
Seaver wrote in his History that Powers was affiliated with Olive Branch Lodge on December 13, 1813. Where he ascertained that
information is unknown since there is no trace of such a transaction. If it happened, there was no record of it in the original minute
book preserved today. The Grand Lodge of New York first learned of Powers in the 1815-16 returns of Olive Branch.
The first time Powers was mentioned in Western New York can be found on page 33 of the original minutes book of Olive Branch
No. 239, then meeting in Batavia. The reference is in the form of a postscript written lengthwise on the left side of the ledger sheet,
and stated that the minutes of the December 27, 1813, meeting had been lost but, “Brother Powers recalled that a Brother Monroe
was affiliated on that day.”
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On that same page are the minutes of the January 6, 1814, meeting and Powers is listed as a steward. He continued to serve in
various capacities. In the summer of 1814 (date not given), he acted as Master, P.T., also again on October 27, 1814.
In 1815, he was Junior Warden and he attended practically every meeting in that year. In July, he was appointed to a committee
of nine, by a resolution passed on the 10th, “To admonish those brethren who will be guilty of profanity and intemperance.” There
were other entries to indicate just how well that committee functioned.
That same year, on December 15th, Powers was elected Master. As events proved, he was elected to that office seven more
times, including 1817, 1819, 1820, 1827, 1832, 1842 and 1845. This was a remarkable achievement which covered nearly 30 years,
probably unequaled anywhere. During the intervening years, he had often served as Master Pro. Temp.
On January 7, 1816, a candidate was initiated, Eden Foster, who, in later years, was to give Powers much trouble, both in the
Chapter and Olive Branch. At that meeting, Joseph Enos, the Official Visitor, was present. Of local interest now, was a
communication read then from Western Star No. 239 at Buffalo, that Asa P. Harris had been expelled.
Meanwhile, Powers was busy in other places, for example, the constituting of Rising Star No. 317 at Attica, New York. He
presided and installed its officers on April 7, 1819, acting on the authority of Grand Master MW DeWitt Clinton, this lodge
surrendered its charter in 1831.
In 1820, Powers was elected Master of Olive Branch Lodge, this being the 4th time. A remarkable transaction occurred at the
January 13th meeting, with Powers in the East. A resolution was adopted, “To lend all the money in the treasury to the Royal Arch
Chapter in LeRoy.” At this time, Olive Branch was at Bethany.
We approach the time now when the stage was being set for the famous Morgan affair. A charter was granted by Joseph Enos,
now Grand Master, on June 8, 1825, for Batavia No. 433. Blanchard Powers was the Senior Warden. Meanwhile, he had been
acting Pro tem in various offices back in Bethany. Suddenly at the end of that year, on November 22nd, he dimitted from the new
lodge.
The reason became apparent at the March 22, 1826, meeting of Olive Branch. Charges were read against Powers, written by
William Seaver, Master of Batavia No. 433. A committee was appointed to go to Batavia to investigate. On April 19th, the minute
book stated, “That he kept Batavia Lodge in a state of anarchy,” and that he had, “preferred a complaint to the Grand Lodge.” The
committee then decided that since William Seaver and others of Batavia Lodge did not personally appear, they were acting “ex
parte,” therefore, the charges against Powers were “unsupported and groundless.”
The first mention of William Morgan appears on October 4, 1827, with Powers presiding as Master. Charges were aired against
two members of the lodge. Here is the exact wording:
1. Refused to pay the quarterly dues.
2. That they felt Masonry was no longer any use to society & it was not their duty to pay out their money for the support of any
institution that was of no benefit.
3. For accusing the lodge of being concerned in the abduction of Morgan.
4. For saying he had absented himself (Bro. Mills Averill) from the lodge since the month of August 1826, when as he said it was
agreed what should be done with Morgan.
5. For charging the brethren with paying in the case of Morgan as it respected the brethren from Batavia to Canandaigua. All this
without assigning a reason or offering any proof, naming one brother in particular. The substance of the 3rd and 5th charges he
acknowledges to have communicated with the world.
On a blue sheet of paper, inserted and pasted into the minutes book, dated April 23, 1845, signed by “Blanchard Powers, P.M.” it
stated that one reason why one of the two members under charges wished to withdraw was because, “The lodge did not appoint
him Junior Deacon in 1826.”
W hen William Morgan lived in Batavia, there was evidence that he was a frequent visitor at Batavia No. 433. There he met
Blanchard Powers. In later years, the story was common that Morgan had asked Powers to give him instruction in Masonry which
Powers allegedly did. Powers denied the story throughout his life. In connection with the Morgan affair, Powers was indicted but the
case never came to trial.
He was strangely absent from Olive Branch at its March 26, 1828, meeting. The records of Ames Chapter No. 88 at Lockport
show that “Ebenezer Mix and others” were present on that day. Judge Mix and Powers were bosom friends. It is quite logical to
assume that they were both together that day as they traveled around together.
There are no recorded minutes of Olive Branch from 1833 to 1835. But there is reason to believe that, with Powers in the offing,
the lodge had been surreptitiously meeting at his house and other places. This fact partly accounts for the reason that Olive Branch,
in the numbering, received No. 39 which it now holds.
In 1836, Powers became a Grand Visitor for the Genesee District. Two years later, he began to have his troubles with some of
the small lodges, also recalcitrant members thereof, in matters of per capita collections and the rules of propriety of the Grand
Lodge. For a time, he carried out his duties extraordinarily well, although at the cost of losing more of the little personal popularity he
possessed.
When James Herring, Grand Secretary, visited Ames Chapter in Lockport, on August 23, 1839, both Powers and Ebenezer Mix
were present. The same year, on September 19th, they were there again, and Powers conferred the Most Excellent Master degree,
acting as “M.E.H.P.” and back in Bethany, both were serving as Stewards during that year.
Powers continued as Grand Visitor, making the circuit around the lodges in his jurisdiction. In 1842, he was again elected Master
of Olive Branch, this being the 7th time. The following year on November 1st, Nathaniel Higgins, the Secretary, recorded that the
lodge had voted to appoint a committee: “To draft a petition to the Grand Master on behalf of B. Powers - similar to one drafted by a
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committee of the Chapter.” It might be apropos here and timely to mention that Powers, because of his zeal and boundless
energies, was enjoying a stranglehold on LeRoy Chapter, serving as its High Priest innumerable times.
In 1843, Powers, now 74, began to feel the pinch of life, bad finances and poor health had been approaching him. Olive Branch
had been voting him small amounts of money for services rendered. At the October 27, 1841, meeting, the lodge had decided on a
specific amount to be paid him at every communication - $3.00.
During 1843, the Committee on Grievances of Grand Lodge reported that Powers was unable to correctly make out his per capita
and other returns and, therefore, recommended that his commission be withdrawn which was done. Olive Branch, ever faithful,
petitioned for its return but the request was not granted.
Too digress–something should be said about Grand Visitors. From 1805 to 1849, Grand Lodge had its troubles with holders of
this post. Their reports were scarce, transportation was bad, very few ever visited all the lodges they were supposed to, collections
were poor, they charged Grand Lodge for expenses–in some cases, the amounts charged went as high as 48% of the total amount
collected. Two of the early Visitors, Ebenezer Wadsworth and Joseph Enos, had been suspended from the Craft for financial
irregularities. Later, they were forgiven and reinstated, although Joseph Enos never did pay back to Grand Lodge the $1000. and
other monies he had collected while a Visitor. Despite this defalcation and his subsequent suspension, Enos returned in 1825 as
Grand Master which was a truly magnificent mystery in the Masonic history of New York.
We might assume some sort of poetic license in conjecturing as to what Blanchard Powers must have thought about the Visitors
who had passed before him. Forgiveness seemed to have been a natural sequence of such malfeasance in office. Needing money
badly, and with Grand Lodge’s benevolent attitude and loose bookkeeping, Powers must have felt that he was only keeping faith
with his illustrious Masonic fore-bearers.
As mentioned earlier in this paper, Powers had troubles with a member named Eden Foster. The trouble started about 1845 and
centered around the allegation that both Bodies were being operated by only one or two persons. Foster violently disagreed with
Powers’ policies, arguing and disputing the matter until finally both Grand Bodies took judicial notice and intervened. Several times
Grand Visitors attempted to arbitrate the matter, but the controversy continued up to the time of Powers’ death.
The last chapter in the life of Blanchard Powers was written in 1926 when the Grand Master, H. J. Richardson, visited LeRoy to
dedicate a plaque to Powers and six others for meritorious services. The plaque now hangs over the Junior Warden’s station at
Olive Branch No. 39. Ironically, the building which houses this plaque is on the identical site of the famed Round House building,
torn down in 1860.
It was here in the construction of the Round House building that William Morgan had worked as a stone mason and bricklayer.
From this employment came about the circumstances that led to his being accepted into Western Star Chapter No. 35 on May 31,
1825.
Largely through the efforts of Powers and a small group around him, Olive Branch in East Bethany never surrendered its charter.
The enthusiastic revival in the very early 1840's produced so many lodges in the larger villages that Olive Branch suffered, and it
thereupon moved to Attica. From there it moved to LeRoy on December 8, 1846, where it prospers today. It can be safely stated
that No. 39 is the oldest Masonic lodge West of the Genesee.
Despite his personal faults, Blanchard Powers is to be remembered for his outstanding contributions to the Craft. He was the
driving force in holding together the remnants of the shattered little lodge. His irascible temper and pugnacious nature, halted the
powerful Anti-Masonic committees and, the inflamed public opinion, from interfering with his pro-Masonic activities. As a Masonic
leader, he was completely surrounded by vicious enemies. He kept the nucleus of loyal members active around him and, when the
public clamor ceased, Olive Branch quietly appeared, as though by magic, nonchalantly beginning its work–as if nothing had ever
happened!
Powers answered the eternal call on April 8, 1849, in Bethany, New York, where he had lived on his farm. He was 81 years of
age. No one has been able to pinpoint the location of his burial, at the present time. The best opinion is that he is in a LeRoy
cemetery. Though forgotten, and interest in him lapsed as if it was covered by the heavy dust of ages, nevertheless the historians
and the scholars will remember.
Should the Masonic history of Western New York ever be compiled into a compact work, Powers will surely deserve a niche high
up among the echelon of contributors of Masonic tradition and lore. Men like Powers who, despite shortcomings, still hewed to the
line never turning to the right or left, earn the right to be known as men of high calling. Powers’ own purposes and convictions,
inspired, had urged him onto the very end. They now shone about him, in their revealing brightness, Had held him steadfast to great
principles, until he had brought his mission into supreme fulfillment. Such were the imagination and genius of Blanchard Powers.
http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/genesee/stickle-cw.htm
Charles W. Sickle, was born at Cobourg, Ontario, 26 Jul 1843, of German parentage which may be traced back to the early part of
the seventeenth century. In 1866 he was graduated B. A. with high honors from Victoria University, and three years later he
received from his alma mater the degree of M. A. At the close of his college life he came to OakfIeld, Genesee county, and taught
as assistant master at Cary Collegiate Seminary until 1871, when he removed to New Jersey and spent eleven years there as
master of a classical school in the city of Passaic. At the end of that time he returned to Batavia to accept the position of teller in the
Farmer's Bank of Batavia, which position he still occupies. Mr. Stickle has been for many years a prominent Free Mason in this
locality. For fifteen years prior to 1898 he was secretary of Batavia Lodge No. 475, and the fraternity have now honored him by
electing him W. M. of the lodge. He is also secretary of Western Star Chapter No. 35, RAM, and recorder of Batavia Commandery
No. 34, KT; he has also for many years been a member of the vestry of St. James Episcopal church, and assistant superintendent
of its Sunday school. On January 1, 1870, Mr. Stickle married Emily Anna, daughter of Amasa D. Waldo; they have four children:
Charles Waldo. M. D., of NY city; Dwight W., of Anheim, Cal.; Howard W., of Boston, MA; and Wellington W., of Batavia.
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